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S P A I N, 



YOU did ^e^fi^fiiart^culaf kindness in letting 
me know that aQ my letters came to your hands, ^ 
for I was a Utile concerned for t^e two last : and' 
Since you still desire it, deaa- cousUi, I shall pon*> ^ 
tinue to inform you of every thii^ that passes, 
and of all that is worthy c^ observation in this 
country^ 

The royal palace is built Upon a Ull, which 
insensibly descends to the very banks of the river 
called Mansanares: it commands a prospect seve- 
ral way3 upon the country, which is very pleasant 
there. You go to it through the CallemayQr, 
that is to say, the great street^ which, indeed/ li^' 
both very long and broad, several considerable 

VOL. II. * 
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houses add to its beauty. There is a large open 
pkce before the palace, no person, of what quality 
soever, is allowed to come with a coach into the 
court, but they st^ tind^ A0 veat arch of the 
porch, except it be when bonfires are made there, 
or when there are mas^pienides, and then coaches 
go in, a very small number of halbardeers stand 
at the gate; iipdn nd^ askii^ why so great a king 
had so small a guard, ^* Why ! madam, says a 
Spaniard to me, Are not we all his guards?" 
He reigns tocK^^solttfely lo::»^ihe-4iesKrts of his 
subjects, either tb'lei^* ^ny.tiapg).c|£*(c(isfrust them. 
- The palace stands at Afe.ei^[Ut^tfr4 city, towards 
the south; it is tauilt*:o£*. veiy;>rbit<; stone, twa 
pavilions complt te Ahc ^rontj" Iht * r^ is uot regu- 
lar. BtiKhid it til ere are two squa^'^^^fas, eacl 
consisting of four aides ; the ^ ^ 
two large teirace-walks, yvhh 
they are raised upon high 
£ed with ballisters and 
served very sinj 
had red 




^ i^al paiflMle. ^But Ihere .9^ wn^ of ;tb.e FQQm$ 
da^; X>faw Jcme virbich hsid>i^;^4cw^ ^anclrf^ 
vifvtd Ugbt only wbfn tbe. door ^op^ei(i; jthoie 

of their smallne^s^ i}^ 9iMg?> tb(tt A^.h^^t bf i^^ 
^ .ia0efw«re>.ldi0|l iire .wj^Ikl&.lbQ JiiiM)^ Jl»e, sun 
&pm P09ii^ in;4id ^u^; ^^yj^luK. Tbpr^is 
alsojaiiQtber reasQii^.&^^g^a jia vjerf .$C^C9. mi 
^earj and as to .other jbouaes, uJj>et« jwe Joswy 
iriuch Jmi^ tHkd9ws|Aivi^b^)M .and:>vb0ii 

ihtiiy wdiiiai ({^(ar^e a poi4jJfe#f1*(Mise, they will 

0£ gl9i3s.iioeis^np|'{ipjp,ear4/^oi|t, bec^u^e of tb^ 
luitices. The ^J4<e^ U'.|(^(^i^d ^itfai s^Vj&i^aljiyk 
balcoiiiej3,..9N^icb>!}iideed^lq<A v^ry fipe* AU .the . 
f»uneil9 3it 'there ; and wjien the king h^ ^ mind 
la.be present,: he.paa^ea .through i^ertaki galler]i/8&. 
fuid small entries us^ik^rcehed. 7?hejre are a great 
VSigny people pi^rsiiaded; that the castle of Madii^^ 
which Francis I. caused to be built ne^E^r the wood 
of Bolognei^ w;3ia afterwards the mod^ of thef King 
of Spain's, palace; but it. is a mistake^ for there is 
not any likeness. The. gardens are not suitable to 
tbe dignity of die. place; they, are neither large 
«iiQugb^ nor 90 well improved as they should be; 
the gFj3tind>,as I have observed^ reaches tp the very 
brink of Mansanare?; the whole is inclosed widi 
B 2 
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walk; and if diese gardens have any beauty, tfaey 
owe it purely to nature. They work hard to-get 
the young Queen's apartments ready for her recep- 
tion; ^U her servants are named, and die Kii^ ex- 
pects her with die greatest impatience. ' 

The Buen Retiro is a royal house near one oiF 
the gfites of the city; the Count Duke caused at 
first a small house to be built there, and cadled it 
Galinera; it was for keeping his fine poultry in, 
which had been^p^r^iieitf^ (o him,- and as he o^n 
went to se# them^^^wl 'tfie situation: iX: the place 
was on the descent ^f:a fittl^^UU^ which com- 
manded a pleasant p^ospeet/^'*he was invited to 
undertake a consid$irqpt39**^qit($i4l^ ^]^our large 
apartments and four great pavilions make a per- 
fect square. In the middle there is a flower-pot, 
well furnished with flowers, and a fountain,^ whose 
statue (which throws die water when they have a 
mind) sprinkles the flowers and the cross-walks, 
which go from one apartment to another. This 
building has the fault of being too low^ the rooms 
are large, stately, and adorned with curious paint* 
ings. Every thing shines with gold and lively co- 
lours, vdth which the ceilings and floors are beau- 
tified. I took notice in the great gali^y of the 
entry of Queen Elizabeth, mother to the late 
Queen; she is on horseback, with a ruifmMl far- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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lUngfde; she has' a hat trimmed wilh jeweb, and a 
plume of feathers ; she is fiat, fair, and pleasbg ; 
she has fine eyes, and her looks are sweet and in* 
genuous.' The room for acting plays in is well de- 
agned, very larg;e> dl well set out with carving 
and gilding; there may sit fifteen in a box, without 
ioconveiuence to each odier; they have all l^tticd 
windows, and the King's box is richly gilt ; there 
are neither galleries nor amphitheatre, every one 
sits upon benches on the floor. Oa the side of 
the terrace is the statue of Philip II. upon a horse 
of brass: this piece is of great valu^j^; those that 
are curious please themselves with taking a draught 
of him. The park is above a Rood lei^gue in com* 
pass; there are in it Avers separate locoes, very 
handsome, and which have good accommodatioa 
(rf! room; there is a canal which is siq>plied widi 
water from springs at a vast charge \ and another 
square place, in which the king has small gonddaa 
painted and gilt ; thither he goes during the great 
beats of the summer, the fountains, trees, and 
meadows making that jdace more cool and pleasant 
than any other; there are grottos, cataracts, ponds> 
shades, and in some parts jsven something of the 
wild fields, which displays the simplicity of the 
country, and is extremely delightful. 
The Casa del Campo is for rural enjoyment, it 
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SB -not fabgie^ bk ksmtoaftioh is -ftie^ beii^ ii{lo»dii 
bank of MtiOfeamrez; tliei trecfs in it are high^ mi 
yitld a shattoat all timed. I speA ai ^ tn^ m 
this coQntrf^ because there ai^ but very few of 
Aem to be found: diere is water in meny paerts of 
k, JMrdctidaarly (me pond^ whidi is sttrroittided with 
large oakis. The statue of Philip IV. is ill 1ii# 
^iutlen; diis {dace is a little neglected. Here I 
iMnw fions, bears, tigers, and otiier wild b^asts^ 
which live very loiig in Spain, because the climate 
k nmch the same as that from which they come^ 
many people go there to sttrdy, aio^ the ladieS 
usually choose this place to walk in, because it IS ' 
less fte^Uenteii than oAetR. Bat to retUm t& 
Msmsanarez: flds river does not run up t^ At 
tity ; at certaiil times it is neither a river nor si(^ 
much as a brook, though at other times it is s(» 
large and raj^id that it csdries before it all ihat 
stands in its way : all the summer, people vi^lk itt 
it; there h so little water in it at tfus season) dial 
y66 can hardfy wet your foot, and ftt ia wfliler» 
idl on a sudden, it overflows the adjacent country; 
fliis a caused by the meltmg of the great quaiidi* 
ties of snow which covers tfie hiDs, and so de* 
scemSs into the Mansanarez in violent torrents of 
water. Philip It. caused a bri^e to be built over 
it, which they call the Segovie-bridge; it » very 
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lofty, and every way as fine as thePont-JTed) over 
the Seine, at Paris. Wlien strangers see it, they 
fall a laughing; they think it ridiculous, to have 
caused such a bridge to be built where there is no 
water. Hereupon there 'was a person said, wittily 
enough, ^' He would advise them to sell the bridge^ 
and buy some water.** 

The Florid is a most pleasant house, and its 
gardens are infinitely delightful; there are in it 
great numbers of Italian statues, . by the best mas- 
ters: the water thiere makes a pretty sort of a 
ipurmur, wl^ich, with the sweet smell' of the flow- 
ers (of which they haye a collection of the rarest 
and best scented) is very charming. 

J*rom thence we come to the Prado liTuevo, 
where there are i^eyeral spouthig fountains, and 
trees ^ere are of a very extrao^-dinary height; this 
Is a walk, which, ttioug]^ it be not even grpund, yet 
is Qot less agreeable; its' descent is so easy, that 
' the unevenness of the place can hardly be per- 
ceived. 

Therfe is also the (Carzuela, which^ afforjjs pot 
any thing but country delights, ' and some' cool 
rooms, where the King comes and rests himself 
after hunting ; but it is the prospect which yields 
~the pleasure, and delightful objects might be made 
Aere. 
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Tlmt J may t^ jou of somethiag eke beside 
die King's houses, you must know, dear cousioy 
that oo May-day they resor^ to a place without the 
gate of Toledo. This is caUed £1 Sotillo, and 
none excuse themselves from going thither; to be 
sure, then, I went, but it was more foi; the sake of 
seeing than to be seen, though my French dress 
made me veiy remarkable, and drew a great many 
eyes on me. The women of great quality never 
go abroad to take the air in their whole life, ex- 
cept it be in the first year of their marriage; I 
meaui into public walks and places; and then, too, 

,it is under the veiy noses of their husbands, the 
wife at the lower, and the husband at the upper 
end of the coach; the curtains are all open, and 
she finely oriuunented: hut it is a ridiculous thing 
to see these two creatures sit like statues, looking 
at e^ch otbet, apd without speakiqg a word for. an 
hour. There are certain days s^t apart for.walkii^ 
and taking the air; all Madrid.. eoes abroad theii; 
the King is seldom there; but except th^ Kii^ 
anda feytr. cguctiers, no one faijs of going. That 

'which maLes It i4ry troublesome, ifi their long 
traces^ which. take up a great pon^ass of ground, 
jand occasions the horses, oft^n tP entangle. • Seve- 
ral ladies, who are not of. the highest rank resort 
thither, but with theii: curtains; they only lo^k 
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Ihrou^ small glasses i/vhich are fastaied into the 
sides of tbe poach. But at night the ladies of 
j^mility comeincogmto; and M^hen it is dark^ thqf 
please themselves so fisu* as to walk on foot: ihej 
wear white mandes upon their heads; these^are a 
kind of hood; made of woollen stuff, which covers 
liiem all over; they embroider them with black 
silk: these are only the ordinary women, and such 
as go upon some intrigub, who wear them; yet 
sometimes, as 1 have said, certain court-ladies will 
go in this dress. The cavelleros also alight and 
walk, and say some odd thing or other to them^ 
but they meet with their match. 

' The Count de Berka, the German envoy, told 
me, that, the other night as he was at supper, and 
bis vrindows (because of the cold) being shut, 
somebody knocked at the lattice of his hall; he 
sent to see who it was; they found three women 
in white mantles, who desired to have the windows 
open, that the^ would be more conveniently jenter- 
tained^iu the hall : they all came in concealed,. and 
pl^d themselves in a corner, and so stood all the 
while he was at table. He intreated them, but in 
yain,' to sit down and eat some sweetmeats; but 
, they would not do either ; but after they had said 
a great many merry things, to him, in which .they 
Abundantly shewed a strange quickness of wit^ 
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tbey went away. He discovered that these were 
fhe Duehesses de Medina Oeli, d'Ossuna, and 
Ducada, having seen diem at their own houses ; 
for ambassadors have (he privilege sometimes t9 
go to the .great ladies^ and give diem a vint of 
audience; but he was willii^ to have yet a greater 
certainly^ and therefore caused them to be fol- 
lowed : they were seen to go into one of their 
houses by a private door, at which some of dieilr 
women waited for tfiem. These httle disguises 
are not always attended with over much inno- 
cence. 

As to the men, when night comes, they walk 
on foot to the prado; they make up to the 
coaches in which they see women, and leaning 
upon the boots, they either throw flowers, or 
sprinkle water upon them; and M^hen they an? 
permitted, they go into the coach to them. 

But . as . to the meeting on May-day, it is 
certainly a great pleasure to see the citizens 
and the people how they sit; some upon the 
young com, some upon the sides of the Matt- 
sanarez, others playing at' ombre, and others^ 
either with their wives, children, friends, 6r 
mistresses, basking themselves in the sun; some 
are eating of a sallad witli leeks and onions. 
Others hard eggs, and others gammon of bacon, 
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tuid tven galinas de loehey yUmh trb' AeihlMnfy 
Mid v^ exceHent. Tliey all dirnkw^ter like 
4utk9, and fisf eldier upon tbe gcdtttp or karpw 
l%e' kii% c^me tfaeie with Dost ' Jdhn^ tKe^ 
Duke de Medina Cell, tlie Consteble' cSe Ca«^ 
tile, and die -Dttke de Prastfiiti^; i oliy fiaW 
Ins coach of green oil-clotU, drawn by six 
pyed horses, die finest in - the world ; and aH 
covered over with spangles of gold> and knots 
of rose^olored ribbon : the enrtains of the 
coach were of green damask, mdi a fine gold 
fringe, but so close diliwu, that jou could not 
perceive any thing but through the small glasses 
on the sides of the coach. It is the custonf^ 
when the King parses by, lo stand still, and in 
respect to draw the curtains; but We, accord- 
ing to the French fashion, let ours be open, 
and were satisfied in making a very low bow. 
The King took notice of a spaniel I had in my 
anns, and which tiie Marchioness d' Alvi, who 
is a very handsome lady, desired me to cany to 
ihe Gbnsrtable of Colonna^s lady ; and as I loved 
it mightily, . sbe sent it to me very often. The 
'King sent the Count de los Arcos, Captain of 
ike Spanish' guards, to ask me for it; he came 
up to the coach side on 'horseback. I immedi- 
ately gave it to him^ and the creature had die 
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faooidiir to be made much pf by bis Majesiyi vh# 
!^K^ m^^]y pleased with the little bells about her 
snofM, and the buc^kles upon hc^r eai^^ He had;]^ 
dog ^bkb he loved extremely^ and he sent to ask 
me if I w<mI|IJ;^ "yrillii^ that he should ke^it^ioe 
for D^mx^ whiy^ was the name^of his* ; 
. .Yoti may . Easily imfiginey dear cousin, wl^ 
a^sVifer I made. He returned me the spaniel^ 
but without: either her collar or buckles, and he 
ordered the Count de los Arcof to give me a gold 
box £M of pastrils, which he had about him^ 
and desired me^to keep it. It is but of.smaU 
value, but coming from such a hand, I mightily 
esteem it. 

' It was don John, who is my kinswomaaV 
£iend, who obtained this mark pf the King's 
bounty to me ; for he knew of my being in Mad* 
rid, though I have not had the hcmour yet to see 
him. ,j 

, Two days afterwards, ^ I was all alone in mf 
apartment, busy in painting a small piece, I saw 
come in, a man w^om I knew not ; but one>' who 
by the air of his face, I could easily juc^e to be 
of quality; he told me, that not having met vnth 
my kinswoman, he was resolved to tarry till she 
came, for he had letters to give her. After some 
little dincourse, he gave occasion to talk of Don 
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^ofaby and told me, that fae'doubted not but lliat 
I frequently saw 4iini. I replied, that indeed^ 
mnce my arrival, this prince came often to viait 
my kinswoman, -but he neyer asked for me* 
<< Th# teason of tfaat, p^haps/' adds he, << was 
beciBise you was sick diat day/^ I was not sick^ 
replied I, aiid I should have been very glad bodi 
to Inffre seen and heard him, for I have *beea told 
both good and ill of him, and I have a mind to 
know[ wheth«'^they do him right or wrong. I 
have rignified my desire to my kinswoman, bo^ 
die told me, ikere ^as no way to gratify me, for 
he was so devout, that he would speak to no 
woman. ** Is it possible,'' says he, smiling, ** thai 
*his devotion should so nuich disturb his mind? 
ibr my part, X am confident he adced for you, and 
was assuivd that you was ill of a fever/' ^' Of a 
fever! cried I, diat is very strange ! I beseech yoa> 
,how do you know it ^' But just then, my kins* 
woman came in, she was extremely amazed to 
find Don John. with me, and so was I, for I 
fitde thought it was he* He told her several 
times diat he biew not how to pardon her tor 
Ae idea she had given me of him, that he was no 
bigot, and that he was pers^laded, true devotion 
did* not make a man rude and inhuman. 

I think him very handsome^ of ^ noble car^ 
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fN^y v^iy MlsU brM, rexiremelj inttj, apd dP 
gr^al; qmekiie^isi <^ mifad. As my kinswomab 
Imaa grent ahare of wit^ 6o she cleared herself 
l«eU Plough from what he ttoAd her wtdt^ But 
H^a be ^s gone, she vf$» reacfy to eat m^ for 
anger, because I d^Qied baviiig had a fearer .- I de«> 
wed her to exeuee me^ because I was ignocant what' 
ihe had said to him, aivl that I could not ^^e^ 
iihe jaoawared me,^' that at court ihey must be 
^bie to diviney or ebe they would act a^very silly 
part/' V ^ 

She aatei die Pnnco, if it was trae, .that*tlie 
QuQ^-ltiotfaer had writt«tolfae King, and beg- 
ged A^t she nugbt see tiim, and ftatfaehad re- 
fused h«^« /He agneed it was, aad also, that it 
.^iraa the oi^ r^oasoo which kfixkrM.his Majesty 
iffQtia going to Amnjuea, lest she du^uld come to 
him (Bnem, conftiary to Ihe prohihitioii for her 
aet stinnug 6iit: of Toledo. Wiiat^ my lord, 
4iaid I> will not die Kii^. see the Queen his mo* 
iherf '< Say raAer/' replied he '' that it isa state 
l^olicy which forbids sovereigas . to foUdw ihek* 
•ioclioatioiis when theydo oot.siiit adtb the pub^ 
jiic good. We have a constattt 'makim to die caH&- 
icalof ^te, al^frays to consult the s|iirit.af :Qhariee 
y. in all difficijdt miaitters ; we en<piire wiat he 
w&uMhasife done on aack ap ^ccaaon, and ithat 
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If e toiexvimt to pmcAice ia tmr tarn. Sor dqr 
put, I am of opinioQ wiA « ^peat mumf otkor% 
Ihat he ought not to «ee his mother^ mce it W9M 
fit for htm to banish her; and ^e Kmg hinuttif 
is fh Miy persuaded of this, that he anM«red imty 
it conkl not be.'' Birt it was not difficult, lor mk 
to Bee, that Don John fittod Ihe g^nakis of CtiBtkfi 
V. tohisown. 

The King is gone to Biieii S«6ro/ vAktre I had 
the honour to see hitoi ftrst, at a pls^, for he opiel»- 
eA &e lafttice d( his box to lo6k at ^ in <Nir«y h^ 
eause we were dr^sised in the French 'naianer. Thfe 
Danish ambassador's iidy was Pressed after the 
'Same iashion, and so handsome) Aat he told die 
Prince of ^onteleon, he was mightiiy taken wkfi 
us, only it was fky tet our heads Wete not trim- 
med, and our bodies ^dressed i^tdt the Spamsh 
mode; that the more he looked at^hedodies Of 
ihe niench ladies, ^lemore they displeased bioi; 
-^tthe iiien'« did not so much offend him. The 
opera of Alcinus was acted before Inm, but I gave 
little attention to it, looking so earnestly M >&e 
IC^,^ 4!iat I might be able to describe hkn to 
you. -1 iqiist teH you -tficaiy tiiat his a^nplenon 
18^ ^K^cate and fidr; he has^^'broad fefrdiead, 
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his eyes are fine, aadhavea great deal of 'swe#ft^ 
jiess in tliem ; his face is very loi^ and narrow $ 
his Jips, like those of the house of Austria, are 
very thick, and his mouth is wide ;'his nose is very 
lauch hawked; his chin is diaip^.and ti|n;iB.up; 
he had a ff^fit head of hair, and fiur,. lank, and 
put behind his ears; his stature k pretty higii^ 
atraight and slender; his legs are small, and at- 
most of a thickness: he is naturally veiy kind 
mA good; he is incUmed U> clemency, and of 
•the gieat. variety of council he haa g^venhim, h^ 
takes, that whkh is most for tbe^lidvantage of his 
people^ for he loves them extremely. ; He is not 
of a vindictive q>irit, he is sober, liberal, and 
pious; his inclinaticms are virtuous; he is of an 
e^ea tenip^> and of ^isy access : be hath not had 
aHlfaat education which is requisite to form the 
mind, but yet he seems not deficient. I will 
aow note sooie of his meny humors which have 
been told me, and though they are of no great imr 
p<Mrtance, yet it may still be pleasant to know 
tbem< 

It is not long since the I^ady Conneslable de 

;Collonna, who.is' in a religious house at:St. Do- 

miogo, got out of the abbey, from whence she ^ 

had made several escapes ; the nuns, tired with her 

behaviour^ resoWe^ to fidpiit her no more; and 
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indeed, the I|^ tixiie she endeavoured to get ia 
they ptadidj told her, that dxe might either betake 
herself to the world, or chuse some other place 
dian their house for a retiremeot She was ex- 
tremely offended at this refusal^ which by no 
me»is .suited with a person of her quality and 
merit She got 9ome of her friends to apply 
themselves to die King, and he sent orders to the 
abbess to receive her in again. Th^ abbess and 
all the nuns were obstinate in their refusal, saying^ 
^' that they would themselves represent their rea- 
sons to his Majesty in perspn." When this answer 
of the nuns was related to the King, he burst out 
a laughing, and said, '^ It will be pretty sport to 
^ee this procession of the nuns, who w)ll come 
along, sii^g, Libera nos Domine de la Conta^ 
tabikJ* But yet they did not go, and chose 
rather to obey, which is always safest. 

Some days ago it rained and thundered most 
terribly*, The King, who sometimes pleases bim^ 
self in playing little tricks with liis courtiers, com- 
manded the Marquis d'Astorg^ to wait for him 
vp<m the tc^race-walk in the palace* The good 
qld« man said to him, smiling, ft Sir, will it be 
loiig before you cpme f *^ Why do you ask ^ said 
thie.Kipg- " That your Majesty,'* replied |i^ 
. *' fliay send a cojfSii to put me in^ for there^s no likeh 
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Iihood that I should be iilke to bontend witd 8ik^ 
weather as this/' ^^ Go, go, Mii^^piis,'' says the 
Kbgy "I will come to yoti/' The Marquis went 
outy and without any scruple, stepped into his 
coach, and went directly home; Two hours after- 
wards, the King ssid, '< For certain the good oM 
man is wet to the skin, let him be called in, I hare 
a mind to see him in such « <;ondition/' But they 
told the Kin^ that he did dot expose himself at 
all, upon which he said, ^' that he was not only 
old, but wise/* 

There was taken some timie ago near the palace, 
disguised in man'» clothes, one of the handsomest 
misses of Madrid '; she had set upon her gaBant, 
of whom she belieired she had cause to complain; 
he knowing h^ by her voice, and die raaiuier of 
haiMiling her sword; would not make use of his to 
defend himsd'f ; so far from it, that he opened hts 
waistcoat, and gave her free leave to thrust at him, 
thinking perhaps, that she either was not angry, or 
had not courage enough to do it ; but he deceived 
himself, for, with all her strength, she made a pass at 
him, which made him drop down ; she nO sooter 
perceived his blood, but she threw h^rtielf upon 
tibe ground, and cried out most dreadfully^ tone 
her skin off her face, and pulled her hair off her 
head : the people which were got about h^, plain- 
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ly perceived by her looks, and her long hair, that 
she ¥ni8 a woman ; the officers of justice seized 
h^4 and some lords passii^ by aft that time, seeing 
her, related to the King what had happened* He 
had a mind to speak with her ; she was brou^tbe* 
fore him 3 '^ Art thou she'' saidheto her, ^' that has 
wounded a man near the palace ?'' ^^ Yes, Sir,'' an^ 
sw^red die, <' Iwas resolved to be revengjed of an un? 
grateful man: he pronused I should have his heart, 
yet I am asceured he gave it since to another/' ^' But 
why ait Ihou so afflicted/' replied he, '^ since thou 
hast got thy reveogef '^ Ah^ Sir," continued she, 
V y^ seeking my revenge, I have punished myself, I 
am now uptei the briftk. ot despak; I beseech 
your Mayedly to command .tfiem to put me tQ 
d^lfa,i for I have deserv^ the severest torment" 
The kiiig took jMly qq ber^ and taming to those 
about him, ^' Well, really/' saekl he, '^ I can hardly 
belieive that there is in the world so miserable a 
ati^y SB to love and not to be beloved. Go," said 
he, ^' tkott hast m<Mre loye than reason, but^dea^ 
¥eiir to be wiser for the future, and do not abuse 
that liberty I restore to thee." And thus shci 
widkdrew without bei^g carried to the place vbere 
Aef keep miserable wretdieB that have led bad 
lives. 
AU this that Zhave told you of the Kji« Im 
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carried me from the opera of Alcinus; the first 
time I saw it was with so much wandering of 
mind, that when 1 saw it again, it appeared quite 
new to me; there was never seen more sorry 
machines; they made the gods come down on 
horseback upon a beam, which reached from one 
end (^ the theatre to the other ; the sun shone by 
the help of a dozen of oiled paper lanthoms, 
in each of which there was a lamp. When Alci« 
mis practised her enchantments, and invoked the 
demons, they came conveniently out of hell by 
ladders : Le Gratioso, that is to say, the jack* 
puddiHg, said a thousand impertinences ; the sing- 
ers had indifferent good voices, only they sung too 
niuch in the throat. Heretofore there was a 
liberty for several sorts of pe<^e to come into die 
great ro6m ; but this custom is changed, and now 
tiiere isotily ftuffAriHi ff\ Yjnnm \n, the great lorcts> 
and at the most, titulados, and the knights of the 
tiiree military orders. This room is certainly a 
very fair one, it is all painted and gilt ; the boxes, 
as I have already told you, are always barred with 
lattices, like tiiose we have at the opera ; but they 
reach bam top to bottom, and look as if they 
were chambers ; that side where the king sits is 
magnificetit. As to the rest, the finest comedy in 
die world (I mean those that are acted in the city) 
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neiy often receives • its fate from the weak fancy 
of some %iioraiit wretch or other. But diere 
is one in particular^ and a shoemaker, who deddea 
the matter, and who hath gained snch an absolute 
aiith<Mity so to do, that when the poets have Writ* 
ten their plays, they go to him, and as it werei 
sue for his approbation ; th^ read to him their 
phys, the shoemaker, with grave looks diereupon, 
utters abundance of nonsense, which nevertheless 
the poor poet is obliged to put up with ; after all^ 
if he happens to be at the first acting of it, every 
body has their eyes upon the behaviour of this 
pitiful fellow ; the young people, of what quali^ 
soever, imitate him. If he yawns, they yawi^ 
if he laugh, so do they. In a word, sometimes 
he, grows angry or weary, and then takes a little 
whistie and falls a whistling; ai the same time 
you shall hear a hundred whistles, which makes so 
shrill a noise, that it is enough to confound the 
heads of the spectators. By this time our poor 
poet is quite ruined; all his staidy and pains having 
been at' the mercy of a blockhead, according 
as hm was in a good or bad humour. 
' In this play-house, there is a certain part of 
it, which is called La Casuela; it is like the 
amphitheatre; all the women that are not over* 
virtuous; sit tbere^ and thither the great lords 
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go to tidk with them { 8Q«etiiiie» they make nuch a 
noisci tbat they- wfmlcl outdo rthe jbbwdery und they 
say lh]i9g8f!9o veiy fplen^nt/ that they womM fnake 
one ^ Mfith Ifwighing I fia* dieir ^it is free from 
1^1 fe9ti:iiiiit of d^concjr;. .Besides^ they are imr 
fof9»ed :of aU th^gft which haf^penin the town; 
andif^hty<ba4'a:mecry jest to brfak.upon their 
jyfqjeptiesy: tfaey:had rather be half hanged. ^thau 
lose it. 

It may he said^ .thatidke women players- ails 
adored 'ill this court; 'there is ^hardly aay that 
is not the mistress of some great pemm, and 
for whom several duels -have beeo fought, and 
^ great many people killed. .1 do uot?know.hiKw 
eharmmg their discourse may be, but I am sure 
their persons are the ugliest in the world; they are 
extravagantly expensive, and sooner must a whole 
family perish' with hunger . and thirat, thaii one 
of r those beggarly players .should want the least 
superfluity. 

We are now in a season that is troublesome 
enough, .for it is the custom here to put their 
mules to grass, and alaaost every body walks on 
foot At this time you can see nothing but grass 
brought from all parts, and the greatest lord 
hardly keeps two mules to draw him, for this 
reason they ofiben go on horseback. 
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llipBe horses which have been* at the buU-baijt« 

iDgg, and are good: for these sort of qports, ipre 

dear, and much in request. The Kio^ had n 

mind to divert himself, ^nd ordered a huU-feast 

tQ be on the. twent^second chy of this motith. I 

Wiis very glud df it/ fo; thot^h I'hdd:heard>miMSh 

talk of them, I never saw any yet ; and die you^ 

Count de Conismark, who is a Swede, would 

t^uirise, or bait the bull for a young lady of my 

acquaintance, so that I was the more eager to 

go to the Placea-major, where my kuiswoman, 

as she was a titulado of Castille, had her balco&y 

setup with a canopy, a carpet, and cushion of 

state. To give you a particular account of aU 

that passes at these feasts, I must tell you, that 

after the King liias appointed one of them, there 

are some cows, which they call mandarines, Jed; 

into the forests and mountains of Andalusia, it is 

known that the most furious bulls are in those 

places, and'as they are trained up for this purpose^ 

so they run hito the wood ; the bulls spy them 

out and eagerly court them, those .fly and these 

pursue them, and «o are decoyed iato certain^ pal-. 

lisadeos, set on purppse along the way, which 

is sometimes thirty or forty leagues in length, 

several men are armed with half-pikes, aod w^U. 

mounted, who hunt these bulls, and hinder them 
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from^comii^ back; but it is not seldom tiiat tti^ 
tare forced to fight them within these pal^^, and 
frequently they are killed or wounded. 

Tbi&re are people placed all along the road^ 
who bring advice when the bulls will arrive nt 
Madrid, and there also they set pallisadoes in the 
atreet to prevent any mischief » 

The mamlarines, who ^e real traitors, go con* 
atantly before, and die poor bulls quietly follow 
after into the very place designed for baiting tfaem^ 
where there are large stables built on purpose^ 
with shutters, contrived to keep them in; there 
are sometimes thirty, forty, or fifty togedier; 
this stable, has two doors, the mandarines go in 
ait one, and escape at the other ; and when the 
bulls think jto follow them still, they are hindered 
by a trap, in which they are caught. 

After tney have rested a few hours, they are 
one after another led out of the stable into die 
great square, where there are a great many young, 
lusty, strong peasfants, some of whom take the 
boll by the horns, and others by the tail, and be- 
cause they mark him upon die buttock with a hot 
iron, and slit his ears, they call tfaemheradores. 
This is not so easily done, for there are frequently 
div^s persons killed, and this is the beginning of 
the sheW; which always mightily delights the peo- 
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jAe, whether it be upon tfad account diat blood is 
sked, or ebe, that they love to^ see somethii^ ex*. 
traordinary, apd at firat sight surprizing, and which, 
afterwards furnishes them with matter for many 
reflexions; but though imliicky accidents do hap«*. 
pen at these feasts, yet k does not appeaf that' 
they tak^ any warmng from ikem, for they are 
still forward to expose themselves at every baiting 
that is made. 

The bulls are fed, and the best of them are' 
picked out for the baiting; they can even dis-. 
tinguish those that are either sons or brothers o^ 
those bulls which m^de a great slaughter in former • 
feasts; they tie to their horns a long ribbon^ and 
by the colour of that every body knows them. 
^ain, and recites the history of their ancestors; 
that the grandsire or great grandsire of thi^e buiis . 
bravely killed such iHid such-a-one,. and they* ex* 
pect no less from those that then appear. , 

When they have sufficiently rested, the Placa*-^ 
mayor m covered with sand, and round it lu-e.) 
placed bars equal to a man's heighth, upon which- 
are painted the arms of the King and his king- 
doms. I fancy this place to be larger than the 
Palace^royal at Paris, it is longer than it is broad, 
and about it are. houses built upon pillars, and 
ardies li^e taweTS> five stories high^ and to each 
VoL» II. c 
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tibeimis'a raw of ]HdcQfiie% toto, which thdve ^e 
1»^ glaisardooni. Tha Kbg^s fitanc|s more £ar- 
TTREd than tb^ rest> ia more iS|>aciou% aiid all gjk«. 
It iBi'm die middle of o&e ofr the sides^ widia ca- 
iiopji[.ov«r it; over against itare:thaaiqba8sadors. 
halconies, ;who Imxe a place y^b&i the. King goiss 
to. chfqpbl;^ dis^t is^ the niiodo, the. Emperor's 
agibassadors^ that o£ France^ of Pc^nd, the Ve- . 
netian, and that of Savoy ; those of England, Hol^ 
land, Sweden, Denmark, and other piotestant 
Princes, have none.there« The councils of. C^sk* 
tiUe, Arragon, the Inquisition, Itafy, Flanders, 
the. Indies, the Orders, War, the Croisado, and 
of' th^. Finances, are oa the right hand, of the 
^ng^ they are distinguished by their arms upon 
t^eir crimson velvet carp^, which are all ^n- 
faiYHdered with gold. After these, are placed the 
city, companies, the judges, die grailidees and ti* 
tulados, according to their several degrees, and at 
the King's charge, or else at the city's^ who. hire 
these balconies of private persons thalt dwells 
there. 

Fo^all those I have now named tbeKbg makes: 
a collation; and it is given in very neat baskets, to, 
the women as well as the men ; it consists of dried' 
fruits, sweat-meats, and water cooled with .'ice;, 
hesades presents of gloves, ribbons, fans, pastiles. 
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9ilk stodoogs^ aiiii garters^ inaoinitcdi tbat theM 
fB$stf< always f^osl. above a huodred/ ti^iantaad 
crowns ; aud this expence is defrayed out of ifatt 
fip^ aiui forfeitdces a^^u4ged> to the Ktog, ok to 
the eify; 'fi^ is afuod which is^t not be me^r 
dle4 wi^y thoi^ it were to saive the kingdotn 
bofa the gi^atest dfuig^r ; the dpiog of it m^jhl 
Qsmse a seditipD. Sq bewitdied are die peojdi^ 
with this kiiul of pleasure. 

From jtfae leviel of the pavemeut to the first bal^ 
coQj, there are scaffolds made for the rest of the 
people ; tluey give from fifteen to twenty pistoles 
for a tialcony ; ' and ihefe is not any but what are 
let^ and adorned with rich carpets^ and fine canor 
^ies. The people are np^t seated wider the King'^ 
Jbalcony, that place is filled with his guards ; ther^ 
are only three ga.tes open- into it, through which 
persons of qyalily. pass i^ their richest coaches, 
and particularly the ambassadors ; and they m^ke 
sey^al turns round it, a little before, the King 
comes. The cavaliers salute the ladies whp staqd 
ii^,the.ba}<fOni^s, without being covered with their 
mantles or, vails, they are decked out with all their 
j^ewels, . and whatever they have that is finest. One 
can see nothing but extreme, rich stuffs, with ta- 
pestry, cushions and carp^ts^ .all of raised wprk in 
gold. I never saw any thing more glorious; the 
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King's balcoDy i» hung rottnd with green and gold 
Curtains,^ 'whiih he draws when he will not be 
seen.. 

l%e King tame'sibout four o'clock, and im- 
medialely all the coaches went out of the square^ 
Generally the ambassador of France is the most 
take» notice of, because he and all his train are 
dressed after the French mode; and he is the 
only ambassador^ that has this privilege here,* for 
the others are in the Spanish dress. There"^re 
five or six coaches that go before the j(ing*s' irt 
which are the officers, and the gentlemen iand 
pages of his chamber. The coach of honour, in 
which there is no person, marches immediately 
before his Majesty's own, whose coachman and 
postillion are always bareheaded, a footman cariy*- 
ng their hats ; the coach is surrounded with foot^ 
guards. Those whom they call the life-guards 
have partisans, and march very near the coach ; 
and next the boots wal^^ a great many of the 
King's pages, cloathed in black, and without 
swords, which is the only mark to know them 
from other pages. As the ladies that are designed 
to be about the young Queen, are already named, 
to they all came under the conduct of the Duchess 
of Terra Nova, in the King's coaches ; they 
march by the men's boots of the highest quality, 
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Bonie on foot, that>th«y mi^'be nearer,* and 
others mounted on th^ finest horses in the world, 
traipied up for that purpose, and which they call 
horses of motion, Tliy»t ihey may perform this 
piece . of gallantry, th(^y mu^ have leave from 
their, mistresses, ^.otherwise it is a great blemish to 
their reputali^^ smd what may engage the lady's. 
kin4re|d :in trouble, ler they take thi&ir honor to 
l^e conc^ned in this liberty ; bnt when she ap* 
proves of it, they may practise all the pleasant 
humors for which, these sort of feasts minister ocV 
casion. But though they need fear nothing from' 
the ladies they serve, nor their relations, yet they 
are not freed from all uneasiness, for the duennas^ 
or women of honor, of which there is too great a 
pfoyi^n in each coaph, and the guard ladies who . 
gp Qtt horseback, are troidijesome observers; 
hardly. cafi one. b^^itt to discourse, bitt these .'old 
hag9 will draw 'the curtain, and will tell ydu> that 
that, love which' is fullest of respect is the most 
discreet ; so that very often one must be conteojt 
to ie^ ihe ey0s speak, and to sigh so loud, .that 
one may l^ heard at a distmi<;e. 

All thii%8 b^ing thus dbppsed,..the ca|>tain c^f 
;the guar49> and the other ofiipers, itfoimted upo9 
.very fine faoi^es, enter the.^square, .at the headlqf 
the Spanish, Gerpian, and ^urgundian gi}ard3j 
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ihejr ^exloadiedin yellow Velvet oi Mtttm^ M^tneli 
ift die livery of &e Kiag, trimmed ^witk tofted 
crtBiion galooii^ inked ^i|h gold and silver. Hie 
yeomen of die. guard, whieli I call the life-gnm'd^ 
wears only a short doAk of. the same Uvery, ov^r 
black cloaths. The Spaniards wear breeches 

.tupked up lifter the oM way. The^GeFmsois, who 
arecaUed Ted^ues, wear thesii 'like tfie Switsers; 
thiQ^^iAandia nuiks near the Kmg's •bal<5oiiy, ^3e 
&e two oaptaids, and the two lieutenants, who 
c«rry each of diem a staff of command in theit 

'hands, and are followed by a great many liveries^ 
tniarch all four m a rahk at €he head of the guards', 
aev^al times round the place, to ^ve the flieces^ 
aary orders, and to salute the ladies of th^ ac« - 

.tqpimntMMe; liieir hcNrses.curvet Imd bound con* 
^niaHy ; they are ^ofeved with knots ^ ribbom^ 
Imd ei^broideredfaM£aagst Aq^ be <esdted fissii^ 
doyes fer ^kiction. Upon this d^ evety ione oi 
. A^e&e i^rds affieet to wear disit colour wMdi their 
flsblresses love mosit. - ' , 

Vfkm the people are «ome xivi^Mt ^ bars, 
and are seated upon dieilr scttffbMi^, the plaice k 
walere4 with forty or fifty tuns af water, ii^hich is 
brought AiAerlii4itde cftrls. iThen the captains 
of liie guards come back, and Me dieir pdM 
iwder the Kiog*s bakony^ wliere aU the ^ipm^h 
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Sire likewise phc'ed^ itnd -ttAe a sort of a fence, 
staiidhlg very close togeAer; and ahfaou^ tlie 
bulb are Sometimes ready to 191 l!bem, yet 4ey 
must not go back, nor stir from their place ; th^ 
only present to them 'ttie point of their halberds^ 
and so wilh a great dcM of hazard defend tbem- 
selves. 

I do assure yoh &at this aftrai^e number of 
people (for every place i& /oB, even the fops of 
the hotii^s as well as the test) in the balcoi^ies sk> 
richly set out, "with so many ^beautiful women m 
' ^diem, this ^reat court, the guairds, and iil a Word, 
the wliole place, mskes on of the finest sbe^s that 
ever I saw. . 

As soon as the gnaitb are possessed of the quar- 
tet where the Kittg iis, m alguazik> or city doot- 
keepers, enter the sqtxare, each holding a white 
rod : their horses are excettent, harnessed after the 
iMorisco fashidn, and covered with litde belb. 
Their habit is white ; they wear plumes of fea- 
thers, and pnt the best .looki^ on they can, in ^ 
much danger as they are in ; for they are not al- 
lowed to stir out of the lists : and it is their btist- 
nesft to escort &6 knights that are to fight. 

I should tell you, before I proceed any further 
in this short description, that there are certain 
laws established for tMs sort of bull-baiting, tvbich 
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are called dueloy .that is, tluel, because one knight 
assaults |he bull, and fights him in single combat. 
These are soipe of the things which are observed : 
one must be a gentleman born, and known for 
such^ that he may%ht on horseback. It is not 
.allowed to draw the sword upoi^ the buU^ unless 
he has insulted over you ; they call it insulting 
^ when the bull breaks or forces the garrocbion or 
* laiice out of the hand, or if be mak^ your hat fall 
, off, or your cloak, or has wounded you or your 
.horse, or smy of your coippany. In this case the 
jmight is obliged to push his horse directly upen » 
the bull 'i for this is an empennOj that is to ^ay, an 
affront, that engages one to be revenged, or to .^ 
^die; and he must give him Una Cuchilada, or si 
^back stroke upon his head or neck. But if the 
^horsei on which the caveHero rides, refuses to go 
^v^ .to the bull, theA immediately he alights, and 
x:ourageously marches on foot to this fierce animal. 
.The sword is very short, and about three fiqgers 
abroad. The other knights which are there ip 
^fight, are all obliged to alight off their homes, and 
accompany him that is under the empenno.; but 
they do not ^second him, so as to assist him in the 
least against his enemy. If they all march up in 
this manner towards the bull, and he ft^es to the 
,otber end of the square, instead of tariyiug .for 

* • ^ A 
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tbem; or meeting tUtm, after they have puraned 
him some time, they have satisfied the laws, of 
diiellii^l. ' ' : 

If tliere be in the town any horses that have 
been al a baiting, and are dexterous at it, though' 
they do not know the owners, yet they Mill borrow 
them ; nay, diou^ they do not de&ire to sell them, 
nor the others in a condition to buy them, yet 
they never refuse them. If by mischance the 
horse is killed, and they offer to pay for him, it i» 
not accepted, because^ to receive money upon such, 
an occasion would not be agreeable to the Spanbh' 
generosity. Nevertheless, it would vex a man to 
have a horse that he had taken pains to breed up, 
without any more ado taken from him by the first 
stranger, and ihrough his means killed. This sort 
of combat is reckoned . so dangerous, that indul- 
gences are exposed in. 'several churches for those 
days, beoauae of the 'great massacre that is then 
made. Sever^ popes :v\'ould have quite abolished 
such barbarous.. sights,, but the Spaniai;ds beggc^d 
ijie court of Rome so earnestly to let them con- 
tinue, that their hunlor has , been complied with, 
and to this day they are tolerated. . 
, The first day X wiis there, the algudusils came .to 
the gate, which is at the end of die list, to escort 
i U>e six knights, ("of whom the Count de Coningsr 
c 3 
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iuyrkunis 0tte) mko offered tbciii0€3ve8; to^ piM»» 
bat. Their, hones tre handsome to adminitioay 
and most richly harnessed; besides those they ride 
on, diej had aacb of diem a dozen led by grooms, 
with as ^any mules loaded with rejones Or garr' 
roehioas, ^ich'are, as I have said, lances made 
qf very dry fir, dbout four or five foot Iqji^ pointed 
and ^, and the iron^-work very well polished ; 
and the mules weiie covered with velvet cloths, of 
the s^me colour as those of the combatants, with 
their arms embroidered in golds this is npt prac- 
tised at bU feasts : wfae|i the city orders one, there 
is fat less magnificence; but as the King com-< 
^landed ihis, and it was upon his marriage, no- 
thing ^as omitted. 

f The cavelleros were dressed in black, embroi- 
dered either with gold and silver, edlk or bng^es; 
they had white plumes of featb^rs, - spotted with 
several colours, and a rich knot of diamonds^ with 
^hat*band of the same. 'Theyl\Btd scarfs, ^ome* 
'i&iiiteyand others crimson,' blue and yellow,' em- 
broidered with gold. Some wore them round 
their waist,, others, over their shoulders like a belt,' 
and others about .their arm } tfa^e last were nar- 
](0W and short ; without doubt their mistresses 
presented them, for commonly they run to please 
ib§m; and to shew that' there' is no danger to wfaie&^ 
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Aey wcaiU notespofe^emselves for tiidr divoM 
soil* Tbdj faadahio n bbckcloak which wrapped 
about them. . But the ends being thrown behuui 
tbeni> it did not hinder dieirarms : they wdre little 
white bmkiiiSy with, long ^t spurs, whidi haytf 
only (»e sharp point after die- fiishion of ike 
Moors ; they also sit a horse like thrai, wUch is 
called Camlgos a la ginettu 

The cavdleros were handsomely mounted, and 
looked gracefnlly enough Jbr this country; tftey 
were nobly bom, and every one had forty footmeii^ 
dome cloathed in gold mohanr tiinnned with lace ; 
odiers in carnation-coloured brocade, striped with 
gold and nlTer, and the rest in some other fashidn; 
£very one of them was dressed like a stranger^ 
sneh as Turk, Hungarian, Moor, Indian, or wild 
peofde. Several of die footmen carried a bundle 
of diese garrodiioBs I befira-e mentioned, and thitf 
looked^ very well: thus with all. their train they 
crossed the JPlaca*n»iyor, c6ndiM:ted ^by the aim 
algua^ls, and the trampeU sounding. They came* 
1kfoi« the King's balcony, and made a profound 
reverence to him, and desir^ leave of him to fight 
Ihe fouHs^ which he granted them, and wished diem^ 
victory. IHeu die trumpets ev^ry- where begsoy 
tosonnd agaip>-and this was done, as it were, in 
^deifiance of Jhe bolls.. AH the peojde feU toshoni^ 
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io§, and repeaiii^ P^mt,Jpiva Ipsfyfavis Quodiel-i 
ivs: after .'this they sep^ated, ahd saluted tbei 
lidies. of theif acquamtance. All the footmen 
lyiBnt out of the list^ except two for ^esieh Jkn^ht, 
lArfaidb are left to carry their isejoiies ; these keej^ 
iiU^to their masters, and it is very eieldom they, 
forsake them. 

Several young men .entered into the square, 
dl^e are .many come- a great way off to iight on 
these days : these I now speak of are on foot, and 
not being nobly bot^n^ they use no ceremomes with 
thenu 'While one cavdlero is fighting/ the rest 
withdraw, but not . out of the bars ; and they do 
not aissault that bull which ahotiher has .undertaken 
to fight, unless he! makes at them. The first to 
ivbom the bull makes at when they are .altogether, 
b be that fi^ts him* Whenever he wounds a 
kiiight, they cry out Film6 ek empennOf that is to 
say,'. it is an obligation upon such an one to revenge 
the affront he has received from: the J)uU ; and iiH 
deed honor engages him, either on horseback or. 
on foot, to attack the bull, afid' give him a cul; 
with his sword, as I have before observed, either, 
upon his head or throat, without striking hiiQ in 
any other part. Afterwards he may fight him as 
he will, and strike him where, he can ; but;ind^ng 
tbjs bis life is a thousand times in. danger. . Wbc^^ 
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4his ji^w IB ^ven^ if th^ kt«giit9 arfs oil fpot, lli^y 
;niay moiiwttheir horses. 

, When ibe Kifig thoti^ht it was tii^e to. begin 
the baiting, two algu^zilB eame under his bal^ 
coiiy> and he the4 gaye ftp Don. John, ti^e kej^ 
x}f the .'Stable where tfa» - bulls are secured; 
/or thp King keeps the key/ and when they.inui^ 
:be thrown, he delivers them into the hands of a 
.psivado, 07 chief minister, as a iavor. Immedi- ■ 
ately the triim{^ts ,i;o.und> the timbrels and th^ 
;4runasythe flutes a^d. bagpipes make a noise round 
ih^ piili^> one afte^r another; and the alguazilsj 
who are naturally gve^t cowards, go trembling tQ 
jopen tbedoQrs where the bulls are kept. Ti^Mf 
^wasami^n hid behind the door, who diut ,it,a^ 
fast. as .he could,- and then by a ladder climbed up 
to the top of t|ie stajble ; for it is usual, with fl^^ 
•bull, incoming out, to look behind the door, ai^ 
to begin his expedition by killing, if he can, the 
(Omnthat stands. there: after that he sets to ruOf- 
ning with aU his might after the .alguazils, who spur 
their horses- to .sarve th^n^aelves, for they are n^ 
^allowed Ip stsu^d upon their, defiance, and their best 
jJay is to run-away* Tbosemen who are on foot, 
.throw, at him arrows and very sharp darts^ which 
are trimmed with cut-paper; these darts stick in 
^him m such -a manner^ an^ the pain csiusipg jp im 
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totftir much^ makes tbe«iroB enter deeper; be^ 
sides, M^hen he runs, the paper makes a noise, and 
he being on fire, it vexes him extremely; his 
breath looks like a thidc mist about him, his eyes 
fktid his nostrils are like fire, he runs swifter than 
ia race4K)rse, and hdlds it much longer; in fact 
tie strikes terror. The knight who is to fi^t him 
•comes near him, takes a rejone, holds it &e a 
poniard, the bull makes up to him, he declittes hia 
blow, and thrusts his garrochion at him ; the bull 
so thrusts it back, that the wood being weak, it 
breaks ; immediately his footmen, in number ten 
or twelve dozen, present him with another, wliich . 
the cavellero thrusts also into his body ; the buQ 
then ifells a bellowing, grows angry, nins> leaps, ^ 
^'and woe be to them that stand in his way. ' -And 
ifkt'vny time he is ready to run at a man, a' cloak 
or hat is thrown at him, and this stops him; or 
else, the man must fall down to the ground, "and 
"the bWl in ructaing, passes over him. They have also 
great figures made of pasteboards, with which they 
tfcceive hiiii; ^ That which helps 'thcni further, is^ 
%he bull always shuts his eyes-just before he pushes 
with his htsths, ahd ihey are so - quick* 'hi^fliirt tho- 
ment as to avoid the blow; yet this is notfso ccn» 

fein, but'fliat a great niafiy perish. • ' 

' 'I saw a black; with a short pomard, go ^ectf^ 
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t^ Ifae boll, wkm lie mB$ in the iieiglit of fAs'fery; 
4Md Jbelween^his horns- throBt it iako the very aeftm 
af hk fkaiUy whichr is « place ¥^ soft and <easy to 
be pierced, bat withid "very *toiall to hit; T6iA 
fras ene of the boldest and most defct^ritoB blo^ 
that c^ be imagined. « The boll -fcU doi^ dead 
apoti the iq>ot; afid pr^esendy the drums sodDded^ 
md several Spaniards ran with thetr swords in 
dieir hands, to cut in pieces ^ beast that was no 
longer able to hart them^. When a bnO is kQled^ 
ibiir alguBzils go out to fetch four mules, which 
0^H$ grooms, cioathed in yellow and camatioti-* 
coloured sattin, lead in. Th^ are covered with 
leathers and little nlver belts; ifaej have siHceii 
traces, ^ith which they tie the bull, and so draw 
him away ; then the trumpets and the people make 
a prodigious noise. "* '. 

rChere were twenty baited the 6rst day ; among 
them a farious one came out,' which very datiger- 
Qusly wounded Count Contngsmark ki his leg^ 
and yet the force of the blow did not light upotl 
him, but upon his. horse, whom it hurst; he quick* 
}y got off him, and though he is no Spaniard, yet 
he Would not be excused from any of the' laws i 
it would have drawn pity from any bOcfy, -to'see 
one of the finest horses in the world in such a 
condition ; he ran violently about the place, and 
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kiU^d a^iqmyidi .ft btow jupw bis Itrtd- aiid b]:eii3t 5 
the great, rail was opeii£4 for. him^'and he went 
put. As for the county as socHu lashe was wounds 
f)4» :^ v^y fine Spanish Jady^ who .hdieved that h6 
fotigtit jEor b^t^ke^ stood forward in her bakonyj; 
^'jivji}j.)i^t,}ffLud^^ several s^us, in 

dl probability to encourage him^ but he ^d not 
scepi to need beii^ animated ; and though he had 
lost al^undance of blood, and was forced to lean 
upon one of his footmen, who held him up, yet 
|i^ith great- fiei;ceness be advanced with his sw<»r4 
in. his hand, made a 'shift to give a very ^eat 
wound to the bull on his head ; and then present* 
ly turning himself towards the side where this 
young. lady, for whom he fought, was, he kissed 
his sword, and iniffered himself to be carried away 
by his people half dead. 

.. But you must not think that these kind of ac- 
cidents interrupt the feasts ; it is said that it never 
ends but by the King's order; so that when any 
ktiight is wounded, the others accompany him to 
the bars, and immediately they return to fight. 
There was a Biscanier to bold^ as to throw him* 
self off, his horse upon the back of the bull, held 
him by his horns, and in spite of all the endea- 
vours of the animal to throw him off, yet the 
Bbcanier set upon him for above a quarter of m 
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•houi:> and broke ooe of his horns. If the bulls 

.defend themselves too long, then the King iiviU 

•have others come out, (for fresh ones afford more 

'.ded^ht^ because every one has a j)articula^ mann^ 

of figbtiog) they tuni lopse.some ]&2glish 4qp« 

dijese are not so large a^ is geners^Uy seen th/erc^ 

;but it is a breed something like^ ihose the Spaniards 

carried ipto the^Indies when they conquered then^ 

>they are small and low, btll so strong, that wheu 

^^y once seize the throat, you may mPon^, cat 

. Aem in pieces ^n. make tbem let go. their hold. 

^Th^ are very frequently killed, the biill .takes 

them upbn his horns, and tpsses.them up in the 

>ir; like footballs ; sometimes they ham8trii)|(' tfa« 

bull with certain irons made cross* ways, which 

they put at the end of a long pole, and this thie^ 

.ca31 Jaretar al tor'On . 

^ There >!iras another cayell^o undear the ewh 
j^niio,: because in fighting; his hat fell off.; he 
did 'not alight, but di'ew hb <sword, and pasbiiig 
:bis horse upon the bull which ej^qted hitti^ 
;:gaive him a wound in the neck; but as it wfifs 
a: slight one, it served ouly to enrage hii^ d^ 
,^more : he tore up the earth with bis feet, h^ rear- 
ed, and leaped about like a stag» I cannot wep 
^describe to^you this cambat> nor the af^clamati^^ 
of every bodyi the clapping of bands, and. (bf 
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imultitude of handkerchiefs which were thiroM^ 
up in the air, for an expression of admiratioD^ 
Boioae crying otit, Victor! Victor I Ha Taro! Wu 
Toro! the more to excite the hviVn Airy. If^jl^er 
<)an 1 lell you my pardc^r feelii^s, and4iow my 
theart foiled me ev^y time I saw ^ese t^nrShlb 
<:reatures ready to kill these brave eaVelleroes : 
'these things are equally impossible to me. 

T^ere was a Toledian^ both young and homd- 
some^ who cotfld ik^ avoid being wounded by the 
•horns of a foidl^ who tossed faka up very fa^, 
and he immediately died ^ there were two odiers 
mortally wounded, dnd four horses* eMieit ktikd 
or desperately hint, and yet every body said k hafd 
4iot been a fine baiting, because there was so litde 
bh>od shed; and to htave been such, there should 
have been at least ten men kilted up<>n the sp<ft. 
It is hard to describe the dexterity of die eavel- 
leroes infighting, and diat of the hoiMS in ai^oidk|; 
the bull. They will turn sometimes an hoar 
iil^out hiih, and tfi6ugh they be ndt a foot distant 
frcfm him, yet he is hot able to touch thein, but 
wheft he does hit diem he wounds them cruelly. 
Hie Kii^ threw fifteen pistoles to the bkek that 
kiHed the bull vnth his poniard, and he gate s!S 
mudi to one that had subdued another, and said 
hie; Would remember the knights that had fou^t."^ 
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I observed a Castillian^ who knew aot how 
to defiond himself^ jump upon a bull as nimble as 
a bnrd. These feasts are line, great, and magnifi* 
cent; it is a noble sight> and costs an abundance 
of monej. It is impossible to give a just descrip- 
. tion, k mndt be seen to be well understood. But 
I assure yoa that all this did not please me ; do 
Iffrt dunk if a man that is very dear to you, should 
he so irasb as to go and expose himself against 
aibrious beast, and thai for your sake (for gene- 
rally that is the motive) you see him brought back 
weltering in his blood, and half dead, is it possiUe 
I say, for you or ai^ one to approve of suoh 
actions imd customs i . Nay, suppose a person had 
no pasticukir' concern, would they desire td he 
preaem at such sports, that cost the lives of so 
9Bany men ? For my part, I wobder that in a 
Idagriom, where tbm King bears t^ mmie of 
Catholic, these Aould be such barbarous cBver- 
-MDS pMrmitted. I am satbfied that it is very 
.ancieat,. because they derive it from llie Moors; 
feut^yiet methinks tibis, as well as divers other cus- 
tokns. they have from those infiklels, oi^t tp be 
catirely abolished* 

Don Femand observing me asach disturbed aipd 
unea^ during the baiting, and taking ncrtice that I 
»Fii8 sometaaes as pale as deadi, I was so qwcdi 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r4^ J.STTBR'S .CHOM SPA}If. 

frighted to see sdme of those ^^kiUed who fotight,. 
>said to me smilingy *' What ^oiild you have doae, 
. tnad^ni; if you had seen this diversion some years 

ago ? A cavellero . of birth, passionately loved a 
' 5fOung woman, who w as only a jeweller's daughter, 

but a perfect beauty, and .heiress to a great estate* 

This cavellero havitog understood, that the aiost 
: furious bulls of the mountains were, taken, mad 

thinking it««vould be a glorious action to vanquisl 
.them, resolved to taurize, as they call it, and' fa 
:that purpose desired. leave of his distress. Sb( 

was so surprised at the bare proposal only wfaid^ 
; he made^ that she swooned away, and by all that 
; pdwer which he had given her over himsdf, she 
fdiarged him. not to think of it as he vah^ diis 
' ^ < life. Bt|t iii. spite of this charge, he believed Jie> 
jjCftpld ri0t-givi5 ..a inore ample proof of his love, 
'.and therefor <privately caused :aU things necessaiy 
.to l^e got r^dy. - But as industrious as he.wte to 
tbide Jii^idj^si^ from his mistiress, she Was inform- 
- ^jot )t,j :teid used all means to: dissuade'^hbii from 
Atf hi fine, the day of the feast being colae, te 
e^iyured^bdr,IJ9 be. there,, and tol^ her that her 

very presence would be sufficient to'niake luin co0» 
Im^tfj^nd to acquire a glory which :would render 
Ihiw.^etimore worthy of her. " Your love, said 
,^lm,' is jnore anxbitious than i| b kvdA, and miae' 
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ii more kind them it is ambitious. Go where yOu 
ihkik glory calk you, you have a minid I should be ' 
there, y6u will fight besfore me; well, I do assure 
you^that I will be there, but yet pjerhaps my pre-' 
sence will afford you mom mattei^ of trouble ' than - 
emulatioii/' Hower^ he left her, and went to^ 
thb Placa-mayor where there was already a vast' 
assembly; but scarce had he began to defend' 
bioiself against the fierce buli which assaulted him^ ' 
when a country youth threw a dart at this ferrible' 
creature, which ^erced him so deepy that it put 
hini to a great deal of pain. He immediately left 
thexavellero that was fighting him, and roaring. 
Tan directly after him that wounded him ; this 
youth thus frighted would hav^ saved himself, 
when hb cap which covered his head fell off, and ^ 
then ^be loveliest and the longest'hair which could 
be seen appeared upon his shoulders, and thid 
discovered the combatant to be a maid of about 
fifteen or sixteen years of age. Fear had put her 
in s&th a trembling, that she could neither nin> 
»or any way avoid the bull. He gave her a- desK 
i>^i^te push on the side, at the same instant her 
lover knew that it was she, and was running to 
^sis^her. Good God] what a grief it was for 
him to see his dear mistress in this sad conditioni 
Passion transported him, he no longer valued his 
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li^ aod grew moie fiirioBa tfaaei the .biill> and 
performed thioga almost incredible^ He. was 
mortally wqupded in diverft places. . On this da^r^ 
cerlsiinly ^ people thought die bautii^' inie^ they 
cfiipi^dj tbes^ unfprtunate lovers to her unhappy 
fi^er^s )ioju0^, diey bg^h desired to.be ia:lhe sam., 
(^^9iber^ a^d though they had but a dbort time ta 
livi^y ye^ bpgged the favour they ought be. married; 
accordingly they were married^ and since tfaey 
opuM. uot Jive together, yet ajk leasi dwy were 
l^Ulie^ t^gjBtber, m\ one and the same, grave." 
This stpry has. greatly iocreasisdlthe aversion I had 
s)lr(^94y conceived a^ust these sort oi feasts^.and 
I told; Doti Femand so, after I had.: thanked, him 
fprJris trouble inctdbting it ^o me. 
. Hi,dter|(^^I b»¥e saidiQQlhbg.toyoii: oancenung 
tliie.^paQish.Ifl^^vage, iik ^^Ick I am eoctevpur- 
iugj t^ ^ajte .g$4»e prOgrfKss. It pleases me ^- 
If et^i^y^ . it iat .«xpre|swe,. npble^ and ghive, lixvis 
l^s^it conp^dipus. for its operations^ and can 
pls^ tli^.fpoj pfettMy enough in it, . The cdup!tier9 
apf^k.ionpr!^ concisdf that^ oilers, th^y make use 
4^f.;s)|ch abstijacted comp^rispns and n^atapbors, 
^at unlescr a perspn ,is used, to hear th^ro, half 
^piv i^s^ning is lost ; % bav^ learned several Ian* 
igus^es, pr at least uodf^rstatid the first rudiments 
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of iksiaXf 9Pcl in my mind, it is oidy our. own 
which exceeds the Spanish. 

I come just now from Sj^iiig tea gaUies which 
wre anived, this is scMnewbat strai^e in a city tha); 
M ^hfy Icggu^ from tjf^e sea, but Jthes^ are land^' 
gdUies; for if there be sea-honses and dogs, whj; 
not hod gal&ies?; They are shaped lik^ a chariot, 
t^ui fpur tim^ longer, tbey haye six wheels, three 
on a side, and do not go much slpwei; than a 
chariot, the upper part is round, and if much like 
SI g^i^Jf they are covered with capvass, and will 
contain forty persons ; there you may sleep, dres$ 
victuals,, &c. indeed it is a moving house ; they 
put eighteen or twenty horses to draw it, th^ 
machine U so long that it cannot be turned but in 
a fi^ld; they come usually from Galicia ai^ 
]yfan^ the country of the brave Don Quixpt^ 
they set out eighty ten, or twelve in a company, 
to assist one another in case of need^ for when 
one overturns, it makes a great havock, and non^ 
can escape haying a bfoken arm or leg ; there 
mi^st be above a hundred to raise it up ag^in. , In 
it are cairied all sorts of provisions, .for th§ 
countiy through which they pass i^ sp, very barjren, 
that on mountains which are fourscore leagues 
broacl, the largest tree one meets .with is a little 
wild thyme ; there is iipi it neither inn ifior inn keeper 
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you sleep m the galley, and it is a miserable 
country for travellers. 

Monsieur Mollini, the pope's nuncio, conse- 
crated tbe patriarch of the Indies on Trinity- 
Sunday, and the King was there. I saw him 
come in, he had a black suit, and a goM coloured 
silk belt on, with little pearls set round the 
flowers, his hat was so broad, which they never 
cock here, that tbe brims laid upon his shoulders; 
and looked very disagreeable. I observed, that 
during the ceremony he eat of something . which 
was held to him in a paper, they told me it was 
either leeks or shallots, of which he eats very 
often. I was too for off to see him well, he did 
not return to Buenretiro, because of Corpus- 
Chrisd day, at which ceremony he would assist: 
In coming out of the church, I knew a French 
gentleman, whose name is Juncas, he is of 
Bourdeaux, where I saw hini. I asked him how long 
he had been here, he told me but a little while, 
and that his first business would have been to have 
seen me, had he not been engaged at Bayon, not 
to lose a minute's time, in the search of a very 
wicked fellow, who was supposed to be secreted 
at Madrid; that it was not the curiosity to see 
the Patriarch of the Indies Consecrated, which 
drew Km *to the Hieroninrites, (othenvise the 
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'Dai^ybtM of ^ the Cob^I^d) bat 'Aat'ho^ 
tfaitr^d id ipdtic wiA one lo^ flj6 nuHi, te '^ 
<old ftiat he eoald Mt tee iier titl the Kibg 1/iPsi 
gone. He added/ tlmt this ivas btte of the ^mbift^ 
lyeautifid wbmea in'the Work!, and hath been'Ae 
««ite of a^igrM:^Ui]liflq[ypH^ in the'ftmily <]f 
IMomnaorida ladbdej 1 remcmbcv to byre m^ 
ber avi liam^gotte by, iuld intnafed him to teH 
Hue the inattar. ' ^< It ti>'^ Mf9 1m> ^^ too 16i%^ and 
wehatcbblyim wmhmc^^ delate pveM^y, hut if 
yo^ W31 see the youttg-iMm I speak of, I am per^ 
^auaded' she vnll ^t be inl]deasatii to you." I 
willingly accepted tins oifer, bodaw^ t 6ai«e so 
loften been tbld> that diey have so nmcb mete wit 
in monasteries^ than in any other place 'in ibe 
world. . We went into a parloiir,- which had three 
Biieh terriMb' hron doors with spikes, as greatly 
vin^rkEed tke. flow is dua i said I, it has been told 
me, tihct'^enuhs in dus GOvmti«f are very amo^ 
roaft> tint I taiinotbe t>ersoaded that love is boM 
enough «o venttnie 4>ver -diese long q>ikes, and 
^ough these little faoki, wfaeiie a perdoii nirast 
undoubtedly perish. /^ You are deceived^ 
lAadam/' cried Juncas, ''at the appearances of 
things; if the lady who is coming, can spiire-me 
so touch time, I will soon tell you what I learned . 
<ff a friend Of miae, a Spaniard, the first joumey 

VOL. II. 
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tUM^cboillfry :ldi4ti; I. Jbt4jfai^<l ibes iei jn;^ bten 
nm^ ta b^^ r Mooai^iw J)e Jltan^^^lcbb^r dnl I 
9f^ Ai^reHfilil )M)b^,.Mtbo.li%^ja:grMt,4o8ite; lOi^be 

Sbfi Ibaaked nMliaiiti)Te|y vnbi$A BbumsiyiidDa 
JKftsiwaQcb :t<M.;iif» ''iTba^it wa9:v»ir;triie^ d»t 
jOic^^yrc^cki^terwbcmr^n^tt^ owde^ihadibtflii 

jqpt uQw thete^ god tthiit he ^j ^^ bad-ihe iaq»u^> 
jlene^rto-WKl ber % jcMr- by the ibandfi of ft iDa» 
«lb«D9 be lodged; iba^itbe Jotter Ivwibifougbt to.ber 
flfter 109 deptortoitei wd tbat dbe Mrould not toeeive 
Mr' rltseems .to'me^ 9«id I, iotemiptiog ber, that 
be lepddi Qot ba tajbeo^ 9U{!(>08tbg:)ie were ycit b^re. 
5^ Same|im^/')wysI>oDQal«idQrai/'j^rm^ 
^blwned frbm ,tbe Kkagi Tl|*-e. r/»r^ ^jwtain 
A^rioies for whJich:l^>Q iiiiAP atm^tuary, jandbi^ is 
Mbe' of thaw." iSha: fall .ii jK^piw* BoftirithsMmd- 

, ang all her end^vQarn to binder; bar.^a^sy and 
Added, ''That tbai&s to bejK^ai, she could nM 
iqpcoacb herself with any thing in the late bMsir 
nest, but yet ahe could'not forbear ^eviog ex- 
tremely that she had beau tbfe . cause <of it/' We 

. talked tog^er a good ishile looger, and I was 
as mach charmed with bet^ wit as with* her beaii^>. 
* • • » • / 
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Aftarwftrds I withdrew. I im abw)lutely youfs, 
most dear cousin^ be dioroogUy persuaded of it. 

From Madrid, 
May 29. 



LETTER XL 

I MUST l^ve yoa as mightily as I do, dear 
cousio, to nesolve to wrile to you in a season when' 
the weather is so excessive hot^ Whatever has 
been told me, and whatevw I could imi^ine of it, 
is nothii^ in comparison to what I now find. To 
defend myself .from the heat, I leave imy windows 
open all mght, without fearing the Gallic winds^ 
which are apt to cripple a body. I sleep bare^ 
headed, and put my hands and feet in snow, enough 
to kill me ; but I thiidc it as well to die, as to be 
smothered, with heat as we .are bere. It is mid« 
night before we feel the least breath of air from 
the western breezes. 

In going to take air, you are: sufficiently puzzled; 
for if die glasses are open, yoii are dioaked with 
dust, of which the streets are so fidl that you can 
n 2 
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hardly see, and^altbougli the wmdouvs of the hotues 
are shut, the dust finds a way through and spoils 
all household goods; so that what with the dis- 
agreeable smell in the winter, and the dusjt in the 
summer, all things of silver, and every thing else 
is so tarnished and spoiled, that little can be kept 
handsome any considerable time. Notwithstand- 
ing all care at present, our faces will be covered 
with sweat and dust, like those wrestlers which are 
represented tons in axing.* 

I should now tell you that I have seen the ce- 
remony on Corpus-Christi day, which is very so- 
kninly kept here. There is a ^neral profession 
of all the parishes and monasteries, which are 
very numerous ; the streets through which the 
holy sacrame^ is to' pi»8, are hung widi tlie rich- 
est tapestry in the world*; for I do not only speak of 
diat which belongs to the crown that is there, but 
also of that which belongs to a thcmsand particular 
persons who hav^e most admirable tstpestry. All the 
balconies are then without their lattices, adorned 
with carpets, rich cushions, and canopies : they hang 
ticking across the streets to hinder the sun from being 
troublesome, and they throw water upon it, to make 
the air copier. All the streets are spread with sand, 
weU watered, and fiUed with so great a quantity of 
iowers, that yottcan hardly treadupon any thir^dlse. 
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trhe fei^ositories are extraordinarily lai^e^ and 
adorned wi%the greatest splasdor. 

No women go in the procession : the Kkig was 
there in a Mack lutestrbg taffeta suit^ a shoul- 
der-belt of blue silk^ edged widt white, hii 
sleeves were of white taffeta, embroidered widi 
silk and bugles ; they Vere very long and open 
before : he had small sleeves hanging down to 
his wwt; his <;loak was wrapped about his arm, 
and he had on 'his collar of gold and precious 
stones, tit which there hung a fittle sdieep in dia- 
taoqds; he ha4 also diamond bucklles ^athk shoes 
Imd garters, and a great hat-band of die same, 
which shined like the sun ; he had likewise a knot 
\vhich buttoned up hia bat, and at the bottom of 
that a peari, which they caH the peregrine; it is 
as big as the russet pearl, and o^ the same shape; 
It is' pretended to be the finest in Eurc^, and 
thai both its colour and kind is in perfection. 

The whole court, without exception, followed 
the holy sacrament, dbe' councils walked after '^ it; 
vrithout any order or precedency, just as they 
happened to be, holding whitec wax candies ^iil 
their hands; the King had one, and went fore^ 
most, next the tabernacle where die sacrament 
Wfli^. It is>certainly one of the finest .ceremp* 
Dies that can be seen. I observed tl^it. all the 
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gendeaieo of the bed-chamber had eacti a great 
gold key by his sidei which opens the Kiiigi chaoin' 
bei^ into Mrhich they caa go when they will ; it is 
as huge as a ceUar^door key. I there saw seveial 
fan^bts oC Mubar ^bo wore.every one a cross of 
Malta, mude of holkiid^ a^d ^mbroidi^red upon 
theu cloaks; it was near two ordockj, ^od A^ 
|uroceask>a was n^t yet gpine in ; whoi it passed b; 
Ae palacei they fin^ several rockets^ and other 
invenliops* 

The Einl;' wevyb M> meet the ppx>c^9n ,at. St, 
Maiy's^ which is a church near the ppi^:e. JJn^ 
m. Hmjill the ladj^ begin to wear their «ttiiin|^*« 
garments they qaake their balconies veiy fine, 
in wlu^b 4iey have either: several b^sket» of tLojij 
crSf 01^ bottlei(| ^ed with suveet wa^j^ which 
A^:4u«iw aboi^t wbikt thskprooesapn. passes by^ 
Mipn»ei)i^, the tjburee compaoi^ wha guard the 
JSiog, are n^w^ doafthed* Asr sopu as t|ie holy 
MWam^.is gene back l^tj^ church, e?eiy body 
goes hom^ to eat) th^t d^ey laay be ait; the 
mmltQs, which arf^ c^4ai% Iqwds of. tragedies ^polf 
rs^ligims sulyecls, enchase oddly fuipuii^ jg^^^lirix^ 
and: managed-: they are aotud. either inillic^ cpu^ 
orstTjei^ of each presid^ut of a cou^ci^. to wboiff^ 
itiadue. The King goea>theci^i a|id^. the piyr^ 
BOBS, of quahty' xeocivi ticksty .ovenmiglil to g^ 
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^kv^i 90r^thiMew«^ were i^^ted, mAJ ftm ^mmoi 

whibt the sun beat full upon tjw ci»itidti«is{bsad% 
•iidiifiitflted :tfid.v«X( like butter'; dnstia^bed tbe 
nko«tiflfl|)evliiieiit|ncloe tfaast ever liialwmjnjF di^ 
Thbid lUe std^jaini tf k: 

Tbef idCu^ta^tif fit 'Jknes are: iussfimUed/ aai 
Qiir.]iiiiKi'CoiB«0'aai denite dieai 4or receive him 
kHQ ltemt>irier ;- tbeieeiare premil^ cbvera of tktm 
dNtt ^jigrciMUt^ t^iity but Ihi^fji^oi^ rnepteaeiit 
Ix^ tib^f.«Atra^:lhfir vKta^' tbi^ diauM do ikemf 
mshi^ is tfa^i^AottU isfbnb; ioto their society a 
]Nif9i»Q.^4^ ip«)ble bbth; thai Sl^ Joseph, Im 
$iAvMr,Mii94rd. poof car^eofter^ md ,&al4io BJoif 
.yjitpQ wto|ii^;f»t iMer ; aeedte. - Qi«h LQi4f!«il9i ^ 
0«^trmp^nce fgipecta tbeu resc^tMi ; albibat 
die]^ 4elimnkpe, mik , »ome imwilUiigiie^fy toi /^ 
fiiae* him'; hut at the aaoie tiaae propose aa.^ 
pedbot; .which^]9:t(► b€ instituted oa~ purpose. for 
him, Ae Order deCluristo^jpdwi^this jevfiry.hQ^jr 
iasatisfifd* / .-; ' -y * i.i .... -- ';> 

Tliis is th€^ jOrdeiPc t)iat is ]9,^B9ir|ug^yr)bu)fc ]^ 
th^sejj^uags are not do^e. with, a9]i;>^ifi)(^ 4^9Ji^; 
no/ they hftd ra^r die thfin ia^ leasl tp^ f^ of 
tffte respeet due tO reiigi^ttc These otf^oi M .% 
a taooth; I am so weaiy of goiiig toth?iQ« tlM^ 
|[ excuse nagpself nii often aslcea^ ifaejr mpsme^lt 
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mmtB, mid water cookd in ice rerf '^nvch, «bmI 
^lef bapre need of llieoi, for the heat aod dust is 
emmgbWkiU'tiiefiK - . 
' l^was rayished with joy to. meet Don-AvtgMn 
«J^adieoOy and his wife )(o£ whom I 'htfve formeiif 
told you) at the prendeat 'v^Ho^enda's house; 
idbey doine4failher.becaii8e they are relets te the 
fNresideot^:tw^were j^aced aear ^Mie anbllier, aad 
iwhen^e ceremony was over^ we Went I& tale 
)the air in the Prado; after, the Fii^eBoh inDde> that 
is^^nien and women to^edier in'the Mtee^cb^ 
Dob Fredefeic de Caidenna was we ; bur cnrtafais 
were close- drawti white there wereqa gh^eat^many 
'^MIs about us, because of our beai|tifiul%fid^yoAbg 
^pinish wotoan ; but as > W^ tarried later>'^^fi 
<Aeir$,< die nuncio, and Frederic Gottero;- thi 
-Venielianr junbassodor, Ifaused - their coadbes. to 
-drive up toyoin^, aiid tdked with us ; vAien aU en 
li sudden wfe iteiw a goeat illutiAhatioiti all aktag tki 
iJi^V a>^d atUhe same time appeared ^ixty «ir- 
dinals upon mules, in their habits and red capls ; 
^eir-^!them follow^ the po^; he Was d^ried 
;dp!h^W kiabhiAe/Ul coTei^ With a foot ctai)[>et; 
%te&t iltider a eati^fm k great chiur, afiid'Sti 
IPbtfer's kejr9 bud upon a cudiion, with ia Vessel 
^f^ of' holy' water of orai^e^flowers, ^ widi which 
-M^^td^crreij^body. The ishew marfcfaed en 
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^ gravely; aiwl when diey were comci to the md rf 
' lie 'Prado, the cardinals began to play a tfaou* 
sand cunning tricks to make his holiness merry; 
some 'threw th^ hats upon the trees, anil sjband-' 
ing*'dnrectly under, they fell upon their headr 
dgaiii ;' and others stood upright upon .the saddles 
of their mules,- and made them run as fast they 
.could. There wa3 a vast number of people fol* 
lowed them ; we asked die pope^s nuncio what 
this meant, and he assured us he understood not 
any tfiii^ of it, and that he did not like this sort 
of mirth. He sent to enquire from whence the. 
Holy College came in that manner; and we 
understood it was the baker's holy^lay, and that 
every year they make this fine shew. The nun- 
cio had a great mind to haver disturbed them vath 
a volley of cudgels, and had already commanded 
his attendants to begin the fray, but we inter- 
ceded in the behalf of these poor people, who 
had no other intention than to celebrate, the fes- 
tival of their saint. In the mean time, some Aat 
had overheard the orders whicb were given, and 
were disturbers of the public peace, gave informa* 
tion thereof to the pope and cardinals ; ^this wa» 
enough .to put all in confusion ; every one escaped 
as well as he could, ^nd their fear made oiir pleaf , 
sure flbort-lived. In France sudi' masquerades , 
j> 3 
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1RD«M> mH he sofferodi biA peifaaps there am 
umxy. ilmpmoQceoi m one oou^try wluch woul4 
aot be so in zmA&r^ 

M; kiiiswoinaii knowii^ how very civilly I had 
beenreceiYed'by Dpn Augostiii Pacheco, invited 
hisi to wpper at her house ; I desired him to re-, 
BiiNBber hi» pronuse of givii^ me a relation oi[ 
what he Imew of the Indies. Immediately I will 
tell jouy says he, concerning those they call the 
Wesl-Indies, in which a part of America is com«» 



** In the reign of Ferdinand, King of Ca^lle. 
and Anragm, Christopher Columbus^ a Genoese^ 
^j^soofered tUs part of &e world, in the year: 
149£. As the Spaoiards were the first that found 
this fortunate country, unknown to the Europeans^ 
so King Ferdinand and Qijieen Isal^l^ had the 
prc^rty of it bestowed on them by a bull from 
pope Alexandf^- VI. He established them and 
dietr successors perpetual, vicars of the holy see, 
o^^er this. vast country; so diat the Kii^ of Spain 
areiboth iqm-kual and teniporal- lords, and; nomi- 
nate bkhc^s and other ecclesiastics, and receive 
tenths from diem.s Their pow^ diere is of a 
lapgffirextNit than in Spain; fpr ypu must know, 
that America alonc^ is one of the foi^r parts of the 
wodd, and that vye possess more^land there than 
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^«tli«riiiil9iyiist(«D4ierbMdes. Tbemmmk^ 
Ae bdie(( wlud^is estibtiakied at Mftdri^ i^nM 
of llie most ^oiiflikl^Me of the IdAgdom^ «rA 
dbi^'b^ sor^grfat a acic^ty of holdpg a ywf 
frequent correspondence between Sjpam and tb6t 
Indie% to seiid ordei^ to mainlun tbecourt aiitlio- 
lityi they were obliged to efltablish beside a pttr- 
ticajy chaiaber, which is ecmiposed ef the eldest ' 
counfelkiics of the council of the Indies^ and thqr 
are to take cognisance of all Aingsr coneenung die 
feveiwes and eanse expecKtions by the secreteifet 
ctf die council. 

« Besides this: ehamjier at'Madcid; tfaeie itt 
another at SeviUe;. called' thd hou^ of contra** 
taetiM;.,'!! isf, Cempesdd dffjnrdhil cimnsdkNr^ 
belh of Oie nob^fanAilherewwa, with 6dier ne^. 
cessasy. o^^.o Tht^^iof tile M<M take Ik^i» 
niaance^ of .the things twhieh^ concern die fleet toA 
dter^dleonfti! :Tbie^(Otb^r counsdlor» take com of 
mattefftfw^f|M«if)^»< i)|>]peakJit>n»diildrib«inaKBm 
QHide ||0!,>titf»o(eoiinett of the: lodias at MadiMt 
T1iefe^4re r^gilt^s kept in the house of cotitratt 
ta^^tioi^ et Sefillc^. in wUcfar are jwisltea all diai 
me^cbaiidiae diat are aenttathe I^mUqs^ and ell 
that w»o^fnio^ ^m»Wi> Ihatt so^ the K4nj|^ may. aoft 
he ehee^ iof bi^ iCVstobfta^-)* but thia -sigoifiea littl^ 
i^vmdm^^v^^ e«i«mg» anMhoae wfan kmf 
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V 

1be(«fiS6tmtsdres6ead% drkwii in to shire wi^ 
dietir,i 4&ttt the King- is not a whit the b^ttisr fer^ 
ftenr^ 'laA ^ daij to him^ wl»tib is 4idj^'4bi^ kfdi> 
]l^, js^ ill p^/th8t he ddea^ lot nHB^H^ liii 
feorth part of what is due to him. . - ^' ^ :: .j;. it 
-^ " II is the council of Madrid %fclch {>ro)M^ 
saljMs to die Kivg to fill tip the v^ixiiyic^toy^i^ 
ites of Spain and Peru ^ they are granted for five 
ypars, and so are^ all* other places^ of wliich th^ 
most, considerable are the foliowifi^, m. ' l%e 
govehior aiMl capfatn-genei^l, and pt^ideoi of 
the royal chancellory of St. Domingo in tKe 
Spaiuali isllMiits ; 'the goveirnor and captun^geoeral 
^^the city of St Chrikopher'^ of llie Halranna; 
t]ie gbvemor and captain of w:|r^- the city of St. 
Jam6»4rf 6hba ; ({be govmioir'imdvcaiptaim-g^ 
ef the cil^ kiSit. iiAm of Puerto 'ilKo>; ' the go^ 
Yerndr fmd'l»ptflan*genei^ of tffe dljf^'of St. An* 
gustbte^ xti'the province of morida; the governor 
of the d^ of Aseefision of the island^ ^Aforguer 
silita ; the ^governor andcaptsrins^He^lbf^ecitif 
mi Oumana; eapital'of N^w Andalusia y'^thcvtee^' 
foy^ governor and caf^in-genend of New Spam ; 
4'pJeftde«K^of -tbe royal a«idience who resides in 
Aecit^ of Mexico; die governor and captain-ge- 
neral- of Ate city of A^eirida, ca^tal of tiie pro-' 
ef Ymcatan ; the pfMdteit 'apd govei^ior of 
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live royal andience and chanceDory, \vhicfa resides 
in dhe city of Oaudalaxara^ capital of ttie kingdom 
of Galatia ; the governor and captain-general of 
the ( ly of Gnadiana, capital of the city of New 
Bisic'ay; the governor, captain-general, and presi-*^ 
dent of the chancellory, which resides in the city ' 
of Santiago, of the province of Guatemela; the 
governor of the province of Locnusco, in the 
strait of Guatemela; the governor and captain-ge- 
neral of tb^ city of Comagua, of the province of 
Honduras ; the governor of the city of St. James 
of Lyon, capital of the province of Nicaragua; 
ihe governor and captain-general of the city of 
Cartfu^ena, capital of the province of Costa 
Riga; the governor, captain-general, and presi- 
dent of the royal chancellory, who resides in the 
dty of IMamla, in die PhilKpine islands ; the go- 
vernor and lieutenants of the fortresses De Ter- 
nate, and governor and general of t^e militia in 
the same cotintry ; the viceroy, governor, captain- 
general, and president of the audit of the city of 
lima, also, eight counsellors, four alcades, two 
accusators, ft protector of the Indies; four re- 
porters, three porters, and a chaplain, in the 
same city; a governor of C!hticuito, one of ZSco^ 
&Qe of lea, one of Delos CoHegos, one of Gua-' 
mn^, one off Santiago de Misafleres de Zu^ 
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ow of Sk Marco^ one of -Arequipo, oneof Tfus^ 
iUo ; a. ncevoj! of Caslraf a viceroy of Midiel y 
Puerto de Plata; a nvuter of the camp of the. 
strait of Puerto dell Callao; the preshi^ ]>e b 
Plata hath under him six. counaellorsy an aocu- 
sator, two reporters, and two porters; the fg^ 
vemor of the province of Tucumanan; &e go?* 
vemor of the province of St* Oeoul ;. the governor 
and captain-general of the province (tf JDe la 
Plata; the governor of Panf;i|ay; the governor 
of the citadel of the imperial city De la Plata de 
Potosy; the gpvemor of St Philip of Aatricb, 
and of th§ gold^nunes; the governor of the city oi 
Pais ;, the chief governor of the mines of Potosy > 
the governor, captain-general, and pre^dent of 
the city ol St. Foy; the governor and captayo-ge^ 
neral of the province of Gtften^a» has und^ hua 
a lieutenant, a captain, and a marephal de campe ; 
the governor and lieutenant of the castle of St.. 
Matthias; the governor and captajn^n^al of 
die province of St. Martha; the governor, of die 
citadel of St Martha ; the governor of die ,i»;o-^ 
vinjpe of .£nto}a; the governor of the priovince ojT 
Popayan ; the governor De los Musqs y Col^^^ ; 
die governor of the province of Medda ; the gor* 
vemor of the city of Tuiya; the governor of tbe> 
cijiy.of TooaJEmalbagfi^, and tib^ TfP^^ of tbsr 
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Boninif I^uid; tbiego^emor of Qnmw ^ZoQi^c^) 
£ca«^; tbe-g^eiUQr of the city of Jane ; th^ 
gaternpr of tM ckjr.of Saot^agp de Qiuqgaquii; 
the fov^mor pf the. cilsr* of Loja Zonooia, and of 
the 11111169 of ,Cioavini>; the fNtwdenly .govemoi^ 
•ad captiuii-g«9enil.c^ the pty of Paaam; the 
governor of Venigiui, has imdev hka » captain^er 
iiend^ a lieuteoan^eoeraly a captain of the cone 
paiiies of &e infentry,. aad a ciqi^taui of the artilr 
lery ; the governor and cap^snn of the cantle of St 
I^iljp^^ in the cil{f of Puerto Velo; the chief 
governor of Pti#iito Velo;^ Ifae governor and cap»» 
tain-Reneral of the pi:pvp^e of St. Martha on the 
river of Hacha; and d|e gpveraQir of the great 
C^xaiQarca. 

'' I do- not h^r(i|, loention the phcea of judical 
tiire, ^OF^the benefices, which aipe very immcfom^ 
But it must be oh9n|rved> that all the eajplpynients 
I have spoken of are given either from three tq 
three ye^s,. or 6091 five, to five years, so thut .one 
man al<Mie a^y; not grpw jr»;h, whilst fh^f^ are so 
maoy othcirs that stand ifi need topaiptaice likewise 
of the Kingts kindness. - 

*^ In those plaoes wheii^ tht^e is no Yiceroyi he 
that is president is also -governor^ and when 9 
viceroy dies, the president of the viceroyaltjf, for 
the tii^e b^ii^ tak^ die. ipyempMent upon hin^ 
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^I'anotfier viceroy is sent froioi Spain. It is h& 
CatKoIib 'Majesty ivbich* gives didse grfeat poAlB 
'and tke most considerable governments. Th^ 
viceroys fiQ up the lesser, and these viceroys, mak<e 
a shift, veTjr easily, in fite years time, to biiog 
home two millions of crowns, and* all cfaargeii 
*paid; the governors of the {>rincipal places, get in 
ihe saine compass of time, about five or six hun- 
dred thousand crowns ; none goes thither but 
what grows rich, and this is so certain, that even 
the friars which are sent thither to preach the 
taith, and convert the InAans, make such a pro- 
fitable mission,' that they brii^ home every one of 
them, thirty or forty thousand crowns. The 
King disposes of divers pensions paid by the vil- 
lages of the Indies, and from these they draw 
fipom two to six thousand crowns per annum, 
imd dus is' another way the' King has to gratify 
his subjects. 

'' '^ The PfaillijNne islands, which lie near the 
kingdom of China, depend upon the King of 
Spaing the trade there is in nlk. These places 
cost him more to keep than they bring him in. 

^'The CastiBians had-tfieir reasons why they 
would not let any sort of inanufiictures be set up in 
tfie Indies, nor any stuffa made there, nor an|y of 
those things which are indifpcDaaUy necessaiy^ 
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Tius poticf causes evei; thii^ to go from Earope, 
and makes the Indians, who passionately loYeaH 
die cottUQodities and ornaments which come from 
theaoe,' freely to sacrifice t^ieir silver to their sa- 
dBfeiGtiQB. ...By this means th^ are put\>ut of a 
eafiiijBk7.to.gr0w rich, because they are forced, at 
veiy de» lates, to bay the least hrifle they want, 
'and.wkhi which thq^ amiise them.^ 
. t^Hie flota consists of diTers vessehf loaden 
with ridi. nierrhandizes which are seiit to the 
IncSesf and liwre are other great ships .of war 
which ard)e9Ued galleons, which the King sends 
to. convoy th^m^ j ISicbe men 6f<war 6ught not to 
cm^ any^ myyhant goods; . biiti the tlust of gain 
tenipts thent iBigaiast. the jei^ess ^prohibitic^ 
iQng.j a^d'semetim^ .they are so full laden, diat 
tf theyrshouM hapfpen to be attacked, th^ could 
not defend themselves. When these, vessels amt 
reacfy. to sail, die ^i^patch whkh the merchantsi 
obtain fipom. the coiineil of the Indies at Madrid 
for leave to send., them, <»>at fdr each of them,' 
iraa. three to M thousand crowns, . acooidiiig .In. 
the. faignessfof'the vessel. . It is easy to imsigiiie,; 
that sinoe ihey give so mnch, they are sure o£ 
9Binidg.a gseatdeal mnce* 

: ^^^ The gaUeonsgp no. further than Potto Veb,. 
whither .they tbdog all the silver of Pern;: tbb 
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4ota leaves diem «t tiiia places wd oont^f ibeir 
voyage to New Spain. ThegaUMna^isaal firom 
SaiduGnlr to Cwedufgauk in iox weeka,. imp . t«M» 
moodM at^mott ) ibsyt tmy AeM a! litde.anlNUs^ 
and in five or mm days die}r come Mabk to FokM 
Velo. It is ft town aitliatbiion tjbe oM^ of 
America, the air there iB ^my*4mvphdesQiBi9, «d 
the weather excessive hot. On the othen ndei of 
th6 Iflthihiia, some len leagues diatiwiteooiily; is 
die City of Panama, in^mher is hrbngfat fibin Pom 
a vast quantity of salver in ibarai aiil ^edgfss^ knd 
divans mecehandiaes, !whidkerb cdm^fadv-byiJaiid 
carnage to Porto Velo, whcdre the'gaU^ensr am}^ 
and where diere is kfept oneof the gEeatestlalraisn 
die worid, for in lesa Aaa forlj^ or £it^:4i^m:i^sa)^ 
is jRold jot aH sorts of European ^oods^; (a Afe 
VfdHei at least, of twenty millieiis of crown%,i«iBdjr 
money. After the fair is over, die galleons lce« 
turn to Cardii^ena, at which. place there i& a ccmh 
iiderable trade for Indian goods, and diose of tie 
kingdem of St. Fby, as weU as for vthose fi-om 
Moi^enta* A&er diis, they go to th^ Havanaa} 
to ti^e .in 'neeess«7 provisons fi>n this voyagi^ 
andirom dience diey are eommii^n^^ two mondis 
in sailing to Cadiz. .But as to di^ iflote, ■ it 
stGp&'at Porto Rico t4 rrfmsh^ and arrifieaat V^ia 
Gmz pk £vis W)edpp> dies^ they mdda^ their mi^ 
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chandizegy ^^hich is afterwards carried by land 
fourscore leagues beyond^ to the great city of 
Mexico, the sale of them is quickly over, and the 
flota parts afterwards to go to the Havanoa ; bul 
this must be past only io the month of April or 
September, because, of the nordi winds* The 
galleons are commonly nine months in their 
voyage to Peru, and the flota b thirteen or four* 
teen months; some particular persons go thither 
also at ^ir own chaige,^ s^ter they haVe obtained 
l^ire irpm the King, and. have regictored then^ 
selves ai the contrataction at Seville ; thes^ go to 
die coast of St. Domiiiga^ Hoiiduras|y Caracul, 
^od Buenos Ayres. 

The monejs 'v^iich cornea diiteclly for ihe 
King from the Indies, must be brought in oost 
gaUecaat: tlus : sijyei^^ is ddbvered to qihb pf the 
m il ters <>f Ae minjtj, who. pays to t;he King everj; 
tOy^e. ^ niakijea, sin thousand ci:owns, and he 
keeps ome per cent, of all the silver that goe^ 
liiffou^. bis bind^i vifhich arisies high. . A» to th^ 
silver which b^i^^V/ to .particutar persons, that i| 
bfoug^tiin :wh^ vessels tl^iey will chocNse^ and it U 
tb^O^plap that k resppn^Hlle for it. 
, Ther0 i^tft ii^t^i^ duty whi^b b called a^^rt^ 
ailciitiM^n &^^aU^odare|^^ and ft>e a)L^ 
^ jsiixefir M^iifBJ^v^ hmt^. fr<W tb^ |pd^* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



68 LBTTBRd FROM SPAIN; 

Tins duty b SO considerable; that it is sufficient to 
3it out the galleonsy and the flota for their voyage^ 
althou^ the charge amounts to nine millions of 
io'owns ; but diat of the ^ota is not so great. 

' He ^at Ae King chooses to be general of the 
galleons,' advances to iiim fourscore or a hundred 
thousand crowns, which is repaid him in the 
Indies with great mterest. Every other captain 
does also advance money to the Kii^,' proportioa-* 
able to the bign^pss of the vessel ^they command* 
There goe^inopttover with the galleoiis a patacha^ 
whiell leaves :thS^m ia the gulph Delas . Ye<|ua8 ; 
shegoe^'to the isles of Margueribtta, to fish foi^ 
pearls, of which they pay to the King a fifth' part, 
dikt in ^f ali the< pearl they- take, and afterwairds' 
^ cOmes to CkrtlKigeiidr,r ( ' ^ • '^ 

•WHiiin these -few yearsi- there has been dis- 
covered seveiity lei^es from' Litna/ some mines^, 
whieh yield a vadt revei^e; those of Peru, and pU" 
the others in the We^Jndies pay the King ih» 
fifth part,' aff'W)ell of the gold as die silver miclr 
emeralds. Therfe is at Potosy greater plenty oi 
mines than any where lifter ^ -the' Silver' they ' gel 
Aere is brou^t to !^oH; de Ariga, and fh^m 
thence it is sent to Gall&o. It is otie of ^ ports 
of' lima, wbkher the galleous come to escort it*- 
The Idngdom ^ Peiu yields ev^ ytta: m |;^ 
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tadfilvw to the value of devea oiUlibns Of crowns* 
Fffom^ New Spain k br6c^ht five millioiis of 
CCOWQ8, besides merduuidises, which are ^com- 
monly ^aeraids^ gdd, silver, cochineal, tobacco, 
wool of Vig^^ae, Camf^cba .wood, and hides. 
: ^* It was a bng while before they wouM suffer 
any workmen in-Ne^ir Stmip, that wrought in silk 
or wool; there, are. spmet nowi and tiiis may do 
some hui^ to the trade of ntuSb which are sent 
from . Europe ; they /are. not allowed to plant 
there, any olive trees, or .vines, that so the 
otl and wine' which is carried thither msy sell the 
better. The. kkog has the power m the Indies as 
well as Spain, to sell the bull of the ChisImIo, 
which, is a licence'to eat fledi.etery Saturday, and 
to .enjoy the baiefit of. indolences. . 
' <':The Indian idolaters are not subject to the 
inquisition in the Indies; that is established only 
against heretic^ and Jews* No strangers is suf** 
fered to go to the Indies ; biit if at any time some 
happen to go, there must be a special permission 
obtain(M, which is veiy rarely granted. . 

'^ How is it possible for me, continued Dod 
Augustine to express to you the beauty of the city 
of Mexico; the churches, the p&hces, the public 
places, the riches, the profusion, the magnificence, 
and the pleasures, a city that is so happily 
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silmtedy duitititfll eeaabnff it tfiafiyi n cofitkioi^ 
spriag, and ^ker« the h«alB stre not at all 
exceasivei where Aej feel not die deverity <yf 
winter. He cfmniiy is bo less isharmisg^ 
and the flowers and t)iis Aiiitsat all times 
equafly loaditigrtbe trees. ^There yougaiber more 
Aan one cit^in^y^ar; the lakes and ponds nre 
Ml of ish, the grounds are Weli stodked with €at« 
de ; and the fcn«sts and woodsi tff^d exc^Uent fowl 
And .wild heasta ;> lite eardi seemi to open her 
bowels on purpose to give' up' the ^Id ihe en-^ 
doses; there »re mines^ or rooks of precious 
Stones dscovered, and pearl t^e there tsekeh/^ 
Oh! saidly let us all go dwell in tfa^t eountry; 
"tliis 4escri^oii eharms^ but as it is a long v<^age, 
it may be conv^nienty if you please^ madam, said 
I to Donna Hieresa^ sm^i^, to get our supper 
before we go. I immediately took her by the 
handy and we came into a parlour, where I had 
provided the best musicians, who are bad enough, 
And who in my opinion have nothing to recom-^ 
mend them but their dearuess. My cook made, 
us sonie ragouts after the French manner, which 
Dcuana Theresa found so excellent, that she de* 
sired I would let her have the receipt how to dress 
them. Don Augustin intreated me also, to let 
h^m^ .have some of my larding-pins, pf whichy 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I^BTTERS 9E0M SFAIN^, 71 

raaUy one may look all over 8inifi^ and Qt^t.findl 
so much as one. We tarried very late togc^th^^ 
for in thiff season they sit up till fdur or five 
o'olock in the momingy be<28use of the hfeMp.imid 
tbe best tkneis in thQ night/ 

There-are certain days in the yeso*, tfaAt ^eijr 
body goes tout, to t^e the fur upoti the bridg!^$ 
whic^ cfossjhi^'Ti^^ Mansanarec $ for at;. premi 
all coaches are laid up ;. the gravel and some .little 
fa^rooks he^ to make it , very cool and pleasant. Thd 
honsNSs endure agrcatdeal in theseiwilkSy for nothmg 
9aa be more {u-gudipial to their feet &an the flii^ 
upon which they continually tread. In certain 
placto ctf this river they make a stand, and there 
remain t»ll two or three o'clock in the morning ; 
there is veiy often a thousand coadies : some, par- 
ticular people briog victuals to eat there, and 
others ^iag and play upon several instruments ; * all 
t^ is;very j^ensantin a £ne ni^ht; there are scoae 
persons who ^aib or bathe themselves, but mdeed 
it is after an ugly mmner. The Danish ambassa- 
dor's lady did it lately; her.pebirfe 90 a litde 
before her, and dig a great hole in tbeg^avigly 
which preseiditly fills itself with water, into which 
tliehidy coilie$ and .thrusts ho^self; youmay iina-« 
ippe how pkafeant such a bath is, «fid jnet this ii 
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Ae only wfty tbat caa be made use of in diis 

You will not be iorty, perhaps, to know, that 
in making out a person's nobility here, it mi^ be 
proved, that they are descended botli by father and 
liodier from Fiejot ChristiandSf that is, from ancient 
CStfistians* The Meniisb which&ey ought to fear is, 
Afeir being allied to any Jewish or Moorish family. 

As the people of Biscay and ' Navarre were de« 
fended^ from the invasion of the barbuians, by « 
the height and ruggedness of their mountains, 
so ihey esteem themselves all cavetleros, even 
to the meanest water bearer; for in Spain, the 
diildr^i sometimes take their mother's name, if 
she b of a better family than the fisither. It ia 
certain, that there are few families entire, and 
whose name and nobility have not b^n borne by 
an only daii^ter, and mixed with another family : 
that of Velasco is not ct this number, for they 
reckon up ten connestables of Castile successively 
from father to son. Here is one tfaii^ very nngu~ 
har, and that whkb. is not allowed in any o&er 
country, and that is, ^t foundlings, or children 
jfound by chance, are reckoned noble, and bear 
the title of Hida^os, and enjoy all the privileges 
aimexed to die noUlity ; hot to lias .end/diey 
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fnust prove^ that they were fowdliiigSi «mI were 
nudntamed and bred in the hospAtai where «E|ch 
children are kept. 

' There are in Spain «ome great famiSe»; wludi 
hold almost all dieir estate^ by the title of- iS«fo* 
fargo ; and when it happens diat all 'i>f the name 
are dead, and that the next a-kin is a male, -though 
he be a natural son, yet he shall inherit; and for 
Want^ of such, the eldest domestic shall take the 
name and the arms of his master^ and idierit hiv 
estate. And this is one reason why the younger' 
brothers of o^r houses, as noble and iUu^trioos^ 
do not scorn to be servants to these, and dietr 
hopes are pretty well grounded ; for it often hap* 
pens that families are extinct, becaase the Spanish 
women have fewer cfaildr^ than the women of 
other countries. / 

There lately happened a very great misfortune 
to a young woman of quality, oalled Donna 
Clara ; she could not preserve her heart s^ainst 
the charms of G)unt de Castrillo, k man of the 
court, iVery witty and handsome;- the 4;aveUero 
had the secret to please her without deaog^g.it ; 
he was ignorant of the inclinations ishe had for 
him, and so did not improve his happiness,. And 
fhoi^h the father of this amiable creature was 
absent, yet -she did not enj<^ die mora liberty, 
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because ber brother/ whose name was Don Hen** 
liqiies, to whose care her father had recommended 
her, continvudly watched over her actons and 
bdianoiir> she durst not speak to^ him she loved; 
and tfiis was a double' martyrdom, not to be ablQ 
to make\ her complaint, and to divide her grief 
with him that. caused it. But at last she resolved 
to. Write ;tp him, and to find out some way diat 
the letter should come to his hands;, but as thii 
was a busi^0ss;of the highest consequence to her, 
so she was! at a stand about the choice of a, con- 
fidant ;\ and here she stopped for some time, till 
M last; she bethought herself of a friend of her's 
who' had always testified abundance of kindness 
for her, and so without farther consideration, she 
wrote a very moving letter to the. Count de Cas- 
trillo, and was going to her friend to intreat him 
to get it delivered to lUs cavdtero, when she saw 
him pa^ close by her chair ; tins sight of him en- 
creased her desiresio let him know her mind ; and 
immediately taking this opportunity for herself, 
threw the letteridie had in her hand to him, at the 
same dme feigning, that this was a letter wUch 
he had given to her as he vvent by; '< Know, my 
lord," says she aloud, with an angry look, '< that it 
is not to me you oug^t to address yourself upon 
such a desifn as yo^'s. Here, take the letter, 
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which I will not so much as open." The Coimt 
had too much wit not to apprehend presently the; 
fiivourableinlention of this fair one* ** Yon need' 
not complain, madam^'f says he to her, ''that I 
have not made use of your advice.^ Then he 
quickly withdrew to read a letter which' must giire 
him abundance of pleasure, fiy this means he 
was informed of . Donna Clara's intentions, and 
what be mustdo to see her. He omitted nothings 
he became desperately in k>ye,iand thoi^t him« 
self, as he had reason, one of the happiest icavel* 
leros in Spain.; i. They impatieiitly. expected.' die 
return of her fadier, : in oider that! thejr'mi|^t pro*- 
pose the marriage to him, whidi inVaH iikdiiood 
must have been very acc^table to hkn. '• ' _ 

But notwithstanding all die precautions diat 
diese young lovers .took, .bodt- certainly to fix and 
continue a conyersatian^ wUcfa'was tbejoy et 
iheir lif^; yet the suspicious and watclifid Hen-^ 
riqwes. discovered dieir intHgue^ . Ife believed .her * 
mmifial, and jm the excess. of his iage> without; 
mffufyiBg olr making the least shew^ he bB$ lU^bt 
wei^.into^he chtimb^ of the un^Mtiriiale Domm 
Qarn,. and as she was in a deep sleep, , he i 
strsapg)e4 her in the most baibarous maimer imtr 
^nable. 
, NeveMheless; tboii^ it Was kn^wnt that be sriis 
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lil0 afiithsNf of ^(kmifk^i ito jaation; yetihe was not 
yf<|Bec!iited, for lie had too ouick' crddit: and inte* 
ilMt; imdbesicUsy thia poor ge^llMaiiMUi had no 
Igindr^ but what wtaim, zjatdAej were ?awilliiig 
t»! energise the mufootiities of rthe fiumly, which 
1W« afareadjr ittt too.gteat 

' Alibor ih» wicked. fieM!!^ ^enriqiies feigned a 
gvatt jKt of deirQ&m ;) he..appeared no' more in' 
public^ Imd.had inus said' at hi^ hbuse^ und 4«w 
very .foi^. people; for <he was very apprejbensive 
dytat €oiiBi;C!a8ti^b (whoh^ not dissembled 1& 
griisf,: but had let it'.vidbfy appear), would at last 
be)rfV€^ed\£Qr bis'tniAcess, for indeed he niost' 
dmefiBDy iBQiugh£ all opportunities. At length, 
after having '-attempted 'fill imaginable ways, he 
fomid out' one wl)ich succeeded. ^ 

. He disguised himself like an aguadovj that is^ 
sCwaEter^bearer; these sort '<^. peopled lotid tfn tes 
with, seveisd great pitchers, and so' caity ' ihemr' 
about die' dty;l they wear thick coarse cloth, 
theirlegs |ure naked, and their shoes are either cut 
dr'.^iodied, or ^Ise they have soles made fiist ynfk 
slnigs^' Oor lover thus disguised, waited all day 
lon^, <1earang u^on the side of a s{)ring-rwen, 
wlKae vralEr he increased by his tears; Jbrthis 
well was just against the house where he had so . 
often seen his dear and fair Clara^ and there it 
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Atitbe ceiftit kegt hiff^e^coiitimitilly upmi Ibis 
faotse, be pt^Eoeived one^ of the cneAieiilB lidf 
0|i^ «m1 at ikft mako tinte Ua enemy to dnnv 
Qfffff'it; be bad a looldbg ^aas in Ua band^ in 
wbich be vtm looldag at binuelf • Inwnediatgly 
^ auBiBBlagaador tbrew some cberry-stones at 
loot m a> jcaliog wqr» and some 6£ tbem hgna^ 
bit losi finei Bon Henri^nefa affironted at tbe id* 
aokbQp of a onaiv wbicb i^peured tcrbim to lie 
onlyra ^or apiafler, came <demi alomn to cbntisb 
Ufti e ibnt (.he kar batdljriir tbe street^; ^ibisn tfa^ 
coAnt^ cKleorored' b^hsrif/iabd dcawii^bis s#oi«^ 
whieb' fihr bis 'pii]|k»e' fafe .bad* bid, ciied^ oat; 
'^Tbitor tbat Arour art^f lbink< of dcCeiidk]^! Ibf 
b&i^ 'TWe mi|»nzie and Ibe Irij^tbad somaaed 
Bott Henriqdes, tbftt lie waa^only able tb-asfc 
qn^rtrir; bat be od«iU not obtsin it from dus. en^ 
figged lov«r, ivbo canie to revenge tb^ deatb oi 
bii austretoupoih bim tbatb|d sochiellf murdered 
ber«. Tbe count would bave found it very bard 
IpbftYe: esea|>ed> iQ>on his doing sucb an acdony 
jnetal tbe d«kir ofa nMn of noise, atnl ibai bad 
abibdifKe of tervittits ; but in diat very moMeaiC! 
that all Don Henriques's people were sallying ont> 
n|Km tbeconht^ bappily for hiiii, the Buke I)u- 
^ a < a«iO'by wilft tbiee oS bis friends, Ibey imme^ 
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diaitdy amfi<mt6(ikeir coach and rescued Unf $0 
Beasooabiyy that he made hirescape, and we do^ ai^ 
yet hear sphere he is; I am cbncemed for him^ be» 
canse IJuiowhim, and thatheia a very honest mao; 
It is very coinmon in this coimtiy to assaiigitiale- 
ooa^ for several cauass, and onstom even airthoriset 
the £M:t, for every angry difference ; for example, 
if one gives; another a box on the ear <x strikes 
Uin on die face with his hat, his. handkerchief or 
his ^ovcf, or has .wronged! iau^. in .calling him 
drunkard, or lets drop any>wofds.lhat r^ect ob- 
die virtae of his-wife, these thii^i^ 1 sAyjidustte 
W> otherwise revenged than by! assassination; but 
th^ 9ive this reason, that afler such! i^BGronts, it 
would iiQt be just for- a man to centum his.Ii&lia 
single €i(Mnbat upon eqjoal terms,. where sUii'offend^i 
cd.:might perish fay tfie hand, of tfae^aj^^ressof*. 
They. wiU.keep a revenge twenty years together, if 
liiey 'cannot sooner meet with a fit occasion to.'ex0i*: 
tute.it: and ifith^ happen to die before they' have, 
gpt satisiiEU^tion^.ithey leave their children inh'eritQii 
9ft their . resentm^ts, as well as .of ^eir. estates ; 
ind: the best, way for a man: that hath gfrrenF.aayi 
affront to .another, is ..for ev^ td fonsakle bai; 
couuury, ; ^ -/ ; 1 (M. 

- I was lately told' of a considerable man, ibsA 
..a^ he had lived twenty years iu die Indii^.Ao 
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avokl an ill turn from anodier lo wliom he had 
g^^ some oBeace, and haviDg imderstood fliat 
not ottiy he but his son was dead, believed himself 
secure. He returns to Madrid, after having taken 
care to change his name that^he 'might not be 
loKmn ; but all this was not able to save him, for 
the grandson of him that thoii^ht himself in|ur6(I, 
though he was but twelve years old, caused this 
person to be murdered quickly after his return. 

The men that commit these horrid actions mre 
commoidj hired from Valentia. It is' a citym 
Spain, whose people, are wicked to excess ; there 
is not any crime which they will not deKbtfralely 
commit for money ; they wear < stilettos, and fire- 
arms which go <^ without any noise. There are 
two sorts of these; stilettos ; one about die length 
of a short- poniaifd, but .not duiker than a thick 
needle, and made of ^cellent steel; ;sqoarej and 
sharp ei^edi . This instrument wounds mortally; 
for eiittoing very! de^, and ipakii^ nd bigger an 
orifice than a needle, no blood ccmbqcs put,' nay, 
hardly can one percmve die place where^ it entered; 
and so being impossible to;dress it,.they almo^rt 
constantly die. The otfa^r sort is longer, an<^ no 
thicks than the littie finger; but.iso hard ^and 
strong, thiett I have seea one of them at one blow 
ilrtick'thrioij^h n thick walnut-tree table. l%ese 
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sorf of- ai!laii9'are forbidden to be carried in SfmB, 
as bajoiiets.are in Fraiic^} nddier is it lawful to 
carry those i>(K:ket pistols whidi fire widiout noise ; 
hvA Qotwithslandiog the p^ohibitioD, several persons 
make usebf.tfaeni. 

I. hare been told^ thai a pferMHi of ijpslSty, 
thinkiiv he had a just cans^ to destroy one of hif 
enemies, went to » biddolero of Valeqtia, and 
gave' him a sum of money to murder ^ipj but 
afterwards he vras redonciled to jiiti^ en^ny; and 
being willing to use a good conscitacei he no»deit 
his first bumess 'to sicquaint the bandolero wid| 
what )iad passed, that so he'mit^t have a c^re^not 
to kill this man. The bandolero seeing his seprviM 
needless, offered to return die money, but'he thai 
gave it mtreated him to keep it ; <' WeU," says b0^ 
^^ I am a man of fabnor, I ^hall' keep your mone)^ 
and I vrill kill your man/' The odier earnest 
begged him to do notiiii^, seding they v^ere iiow 
friends. ^ Lbok you," says he to l^m, '' all that I 
can do, is W giVe yoii yoitf choice, whedier it shall 
beybti or him, foi^ to gain your money honestly; 
(here is a faeeessity for me to kill one of you;*' 
AiA notwithstanding all the intreaties of (Us per^ 
son, ne persist^ in his desigh, aAd execij^d it** 
It would have been an easy matter to have sdzed 
liim> but there was too much diUiget m it; for 
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if 9iiy oneol them should be executed, the death* 
of Urn 19 cctrtaiiily and qukklj revenged. These 
lyretcbes are never without a list of the wicked^ 
actions they have conuuitted, and reckon it an ho* 
nor to them; and when any one would srt' them 
cofworky they shew thcar Ust, and aric whether they; 
deaire th^n qinckly dispatched, or to give them tt^ 
laoguishingwoundi These are the most pemicioua: 
^eot^le in tfae^ universe. Indeed if I w^e lo USt 
you all the tragkaj sidries which I hear every day, 
you would gnart that diis country is the very the« 
^ ^tre of d^ mlost horrid scenes in the wbrkL Lcnre 
f^^uendy ffamiahes the matter, either for ita sa- 
tisfeiction or revenue. There is nothkig that a 
Spuuard will not undertake, for there is notbiifg 
above either his doim^ or his pessioti. 

It is said thatf jealou^ Is dietr prevailb^ passion^ 
^t th^.do not pretend it so much out of love, as 
p^sentmcsit'and piide; for they cannot bear to see 
inother preferred before them, and every thkig 
which contributes to afiront them, makes thiem'. 
desperate; let these things be how they v^ill, one 
t^ng is certaiidy tmie, ilmt it is a most furious and 
barbarous nation in' this af&ir. The womeii keep 
aot eonqfKmy with men ; but yet they v6ry well 
WKkoBtaiid how to writ^ and appoint meetings 
E 3 
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vlwn flugr faafire a nund; ootwMiitMi&ig tke danM 
ger is gre^t for themjBelves/ the lover^^ fmd:> tfie^ 
OMueDgei:; but in ipite of all that/ :b]r tli€lP Wtt> 
and their money; they inakie^ « elitft tO'de<%ive'die 
most cuiiniiig Argus, t' 'f' 

. It. ifi iimccDunlable that men who put evdry 
diing in practice tbaaj&ify. their teveBgeful'mitfdB>> 
9nd who are guilty ' of duchiabofanfl^ibleactianii) 
ahoiild even be scrupidousj^'religfaius, at.the same 
time they ar£ going ' to stab their- enemy. And 
that they may! not fail in theii: enterprize, they 
muBt forsooth^ perform their nine days' task of de» 
votioti for the souls in puigatory, and recbmm^id 
tbemseWes to the relics they cairy. about them, 
whicb.they dften kiss. I would not be thought to 
fix this character upon thi& whole" nation;' it may 
be affirmed that, there are as good; people inSpain 
as in any part of the world, add that they are en* 
dowed with a woaderful greatness of mind. • I 
will .giye you some instances of thu last, which, 
perhaps you may look upon as follies, for every 
thing has two handles^ t : > 

The Conn^table de <Castille is certaioly one of 
the rich^t lords of the coiirtio lands; but as he 
has Ae aame fault as.others in high station, which 
is, to be careless in loOl^ing after his interest, so 
be is badly furnished with money. The pensions. 
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/wliidi ^e king allows him,' as he is Dcjmt, or 
CSiief of die Council of Stated 'ComiestaUie of 
Castdle^ and Grand Falcon^^ are so considerable, 
as to supply all his wants, but he is so haoghtf/ 
that he will not receive any thing upon that ac- 
count He gives' this reason : '** That when a sub- 
ject has estate enou^ to live upon, hd oug^t'not 
to be chaigeable to his prince, bttt< should serve 
him, and esteon himself happy; 'that to be paid 
for what he does is mercenary and davish*'^ 

The Duke d'Arcas, afias d'Avierio, hath Uke- 
wise another obstinate honour; he jwetends .that 
the King of P<Htii^l has usurped the crown from 
his family, and therefore when he' speaks of .him, 
he never calls him any thii^,' but Duke de Bra- 
gance; in' the mean while, this man has forty 
thousand crowns a year in Portugal, of which he 
does not enjoy a farthii^, because he will not sub- 
mit to kiss die King's hand, nor to do him 
homage. 

The King of Portugal hath sent him word, 
> that he will dispense widi his coming himself, pro- 
vided he will send in his stead one of his sons, 
either the eldest or the youngest, which he pleases, 
and that he ¥nU permit him to receive his rents, 
and likewise will pay him all the arrears, which 
amount to an immense sum. The Duke d'Aveno 
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^riU not 10 aludt as hettr it mMdmdd: be^says^ 
'^ Thtt MMgbe hw tost th^ qrown, it vonUbe % 
fl|Miilie for fastj thQUsaad cmwitt a jfear, to submit 
tf> iSkib ufemrpor; Aai the greater evils take awagr 
therse^B of the lesser; ^t die gloiy Ae Kppg 
wbidd Eec^ive from his homage^ would enceed tbe 
jj^rafit he gets from hisxevemie : and that he would 
liavie. cause. to reproai^ him, for haviog doneau 
hffliQur to him whidi was not his due. 

The last I reserve for you, is the Fkiaoe Destil- 
Usao^ he hath places mid cpaunissioiis to disppse 
<rf at the coutrsiaetioiL in Seviller to die value of 
fourscore dmusand livres per amium. He had ra-^ 
tber lose themi than so much as set his luoid to the 
necessuy dispatches, of business, sajdng, ^^ It is . 
not agreeaUeto the generosity of such^a cayeUerp. 
asbeis, to trouble )iimself to si^ his name for so 
smaH a matter;^' for you must know that these 
fourscore thousand Ifvres are not in one article, 
there may be above thirty ; and when his secretary 
presents;to him a dispatch or grant (tf a place, wc^ 
four or five tbou^ndlivresyhewili refuse to sign it,- 
9pd alledges his quality, always saying, ^*^E^^ es una 
v^neria/' that b, It is but a trifle. The Kidg> 
fa^owever, is not so nice in the matter, for he filk 
up the places for him, and receives the profit 
to himself. 
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iRdtfa thutbeiriiEmiBfllkfpniideiir; aadperii^M^yott: 
afe in die right, bitl fbir nly firt, titod' I dwiir I 
Idbow them pretlijr^n^ell, I am not of tfaat^o|iiiuon^ 
yet aefertfaelesB I iviH cdnfcsi, tfaiit whata^ar differ* : 
eiiee can be found id comparing dirSpaniaids aod/ 
th^s Firench, it mast hi te ^Nir adwu>tige| bat; if ' 
doies not seem fit for me to medcBb in detarminim^- 
the matter, for my interest is too mucbcODcemed 
to let me judge impattiaUy; but yet I am per^ 
suaded that diere are t^ few ratiol^ perscms, 
who would not make the sane jwlgment 

There are fewer strangem that come to Madrid , 
than to tfiy city in the world, and thqr faa?e reason ; 
for uidess diey have somcbocfy to. procm^ tfaeiki 
lodging m ai private house, they will ran die ha* 
zard of bein^ reiy badly loc^ed^ and the Spuuardt 
are not very wiUiiig to offer their hooseis to any 
one, because of their wives, of whom tiiey am ex- 
tremely jealous. I do not know that in all this 
city, diere are any more than two inns, whereof at 
one of them, they jeat after die Frenchmode; luid 
when these are full (which they are very quii^Uy, 
being veiry small) you know not what, to do ; add 
to diis, that there is no conveniency fi» passing to 
and from town, hackney or hired coaches are so 
very scarce, l>ut you may have as many chairs aa 
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you will; yet it is seldoin lliat mea are earned in: 
tkem, unless tbey be very old or infirm. 

But after all, Mhy should strangers be desiroos' 
of coming to Madrid f That which is finest and 
most amiable, is always hid, I mean the women, 
Aere is no conversii^ with them; those women 
that may be seen, are such dm^rous creatures 
for a man's health, that it must be a great curiosity 
indeed, that a man can resolve to satisfy at so 
greatarisque; yet in spite of all this, the only plea- 
sure, and sole enjoyment of the Spaniards, is ta 
contract some league with them : even you&s of 
^pudity that are rich, b^in at the age of twelve 
or thirteen years to entertain a concubine mistress; 
which they call amancebada, for whom they neg- 
lect their studies, and make away with whatever 
they can catch up in their Other's house, but it is. 
not long before those creatures give diem cause to 
rqient of their folly. 

But that which is terrible is, there aie but few 
persons in this country, of either sex, and even of 
those whose quality distinguishes them, diat are 
jfree frotn that cursed disease; their children either 
bring it into the world with.them from their mother's 
womb, or suck it from the nurse ; a virgin may 
justly be suspected to have it, and tl^ey are with dif- 
ficulty persuaded to bex:iwed.ef it, tb^are so likely 
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to fidFagaun -ititb the same condition. Bat doubt- ' 
less this disease is" fiot so d^gerous in Spain' as in' 
other countries, for thiey still preserve there hair 
very finei- and ttcir teeth very g<^ : at court, and 
amongist the- women of the^ hi^est quality, they 
^coiirse^of it as they do of ia fever, or the mea- 
grims, and they all bear the distemper patiently^' 
without so much as troubling themselves one minute 
about it. . As they know not but that the most vir* 
tuons women, and the youngest child may have it,' 
80 they never let blood in the arm> but always in 
the foot ; they will let a child three weeks old be 
blooded in the foot, and this is so considerable a 
custom among them, that unless it be some very 
able sui^eon, they know not how to let blood in 
the arm. I was indisposed, and was obliged to 
make use of the French Ambassador's valet de 
chambre, to let me blood in the arm. By all that 
I have told you,' it is easy to judge, that this is the 
^nuptial present which a Spaniard makes to his wife, 
and that though they marry, they do not quit their 
mistresses, be they never so dangerous. Every 
time these mistresses are let blood, their gallants 
are obliged to give them a compleat new suit of ap- 
parel ; and yet you must observe they wear ten or 
twelve petticoats at a time; so that this causes no 
ordinary expence. The Marquis de liche under^ 
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^andiffg tlmt kis mistress'was just let bloody and sp^ 
could not terry till the tailor made her a si^it i^ihicb 
he intended for her, Ife^ sent her one that was just 
brought home for the marchioness^ his lady^ who is 
extremely beautiful. It is a commion saying with 
him| /^ lliat to be the happiest man, he would only 
wish for a mistress as handsome as his wife." 

The great lords who return very rich from their 
governments (where for the most part they go poor 
enough, aild where they pillage and extort all they 
can, because they are but for five years time} do*not 
lay out their money when they come home, in the 
purchase of lands ; they keep it in their chests, and 
as long as it lasts, they live at a great rate, for they 
think it is b^low them to improve their money. By 
following this method, it would be very extraordi«^ 
nary if the greatest treasure were not quickly ex- 
hausted ; but the fiitute disturbs them very little, 
fpr eveiy one of them hopes either for fi viceroj* 
alty, or some other post, which will effectually re-^ 
pair all their bad husbandry, and restore them to a 
good condition : and it must be allowed that the 
King of Spain is capable both to satisfy the ambi- 
tion of his subjects, and to reward their services ^ 
and indeed, many of his subjects fill up the places 
of divers sovereign princes, which were the most 
eminent men of their a^« 
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The difference.was very remarkable between those 
sovere^ns formerly, and the Spaniards at present { 
it is less as to their birth, than to their merit ; for 
the families of the great lords are v^ iUbstdoosV 
diere are niany of them that are descended from the 
Kings of Castille, Navarre, Arragoik, and PorW- 
gal ; but yet this does not hinder several of them 
(for I make an excepdcm) from contradic&ig tbt 
virtue 6f dieir ancestors, but then you mustttnder^' 
stand how these ate educated: they do Aiot study^ 
n^dier have th^ any. able Blasters; as' soon as ikey 
axe designkl for ,die s«on}, no fturdiar care is takai 
to t^qh ikem ek&ier latin oar histo^ ;: but one would 
thmk diey should at least b^ taught what bdonp to 
their station, such as the inathematics, to fence^ 
and lide the horse ; but they do not so nmch as ikkk 
of ihese matters: here are no academies, normas^ 
ters to teach such thii^ ; die young men piss that 
time which tfabydkoidd employ for tfaw instrnctbn, 
ki a wr^ched laziness, dther in viraUdbg abpu^ on 
cointii^ some lady; aid yet in sinter oF ail* dib> 
they w& |>ersuaded, diat there are not any peojdfl 
in die world, which deserve public admiration mora 
than they do. Ttn^ bdieve Madndto be thb yeff 
center of all glory and bqppiness, of all arts anc^ 
sd^ces, and of alt delights and pleasure^ in dyixsg,' 
th^ only wiflh iStntix cfaildi«n fte enjoyma^ of Pa« 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



90 MATTERS FBOM SPAIf^. 

radke^ and aften^ards that of Madrid; by d^ 
means yon see they exalt this city above Parai&e, 
with so much satirfaction do they live in it ; and it 
is this which hinders them from visiting other courts^ 
anddiere acquiring that politoiess, which Aey hav^ 
not amongst diemselves^ and to which they are per* 
feet strangers. And it is tfiis also, which makes 
litem so es^er to return home to Madrid, let &em 
be wh^re they will, whether they be s^t by die 
Ki^9 or let them b^ tiiere in what nude or station 
they will ; let them be ever so much honourcki, 
find heap up ever so much wealth, yet die love to 
their country) and die prepossession Ibr diat, hadi 
sudiapower ova* tiiem> as tonudce them renounte^ 
every thing; toid they had radier dioose to lead a 
mem poor life, (so it be not observed) widiout liny 
train, grandeur, or distinction, provided it be but 
at Madrid. 

It is vesy i^dom that a fadier lets his lion travel- 
abr<Ad, but keeps him at home, and aoiffers hun to 
tske up v^t cqstom he pleases ; ydu may easily be<* 
lieve, diat geiieraHy these are iione of die best ; (or 
there is a certain age, Vfiien yoiidi aims at nodmig 
else, but to gratify tlwir appetite and enjoy their 
pleasures. One entices and draws anodier, and that 
which ought to be severely reproved, is authorized 
by die example of thc^e onwbom diqr dep^rf^ 
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Tltey ako make them marry, as one may say, aa 
Booa as tbey areoolof their cradles^ At the age of 
sixte^or seventeen years they turn into the woiid a 
yomig.iinn with a wife that is but a child, and diis 
at once makes him less capable of knowing his duty, 
and renders him more liable to debauchery, because 
he .is Us- own master under no contronl : by this 
meiois, he passes his life in a chimney-comer, lika 
a man m his deerepid old age ; and because this 
gentle sluggard is of ad illustrious hmalj, he must 
be chosen to govern a people thatmustsufier through 
his ignorance; but that which is stilt worse, is, that 
sueh a man taknig himself for some giedt and know-^ 
ing peraon, acts only by Ihs own h^d,widiottt con- 
sulting or advising with any body, and so does every 
duag aukwardly mid^atour^y« The wife posaUy. 
may not be better stored' with wit and^ parts^ her 
jn^hty greatness, with which she prides herself, is 
die -only 'thing that can make her be regarded; 
and thiis persons of the highest/capacity, must' 
be subjectsto two animals, which are made their 
auperibrs. 

But on^the other hand, let us be just, and rien- 
der to Qnar hiij. diie. It must be>own^, that 
when heaven hath been so kind to a Spaniard, «as to 
give him a good education, and hath let him travel 
and see the world, he ma|ces a better improvement 
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than «ay other p^PsoD.. Natipr^ jhaa b«!ea Jcioderto 
lliem than they are to tbsmd^ves ; ..thejf smt^ borp 
with mord M^it thim^others ; • they hiKye % greitt ^uick*- 
IMB88 of mind, joined with greaisolidity ;. daiey ^peak 
and deliTer I^Mir words with ease ; tfac^ havea very 
eKtensite memory; their 8t]4e is dose-asd c<mds^ 
and ihey are quick of apprehension: it isiea^ U> 
teach them whatever thiey have a mind to i thejr 
are^ perfieel niaster» in politics^ and'^wheatlieM is. 
a necessity finr jt^ they are temperate and UboriouSb 
Without question, seveii|l great qnalitsea miiy bt 
fiiufid ^amongst them; silchjatf gesfeipntyi. aecraa/^ 
friendship, bravery, and lit ar vtord^iall those'^i^ 
dowments of mind, which toiitribote to mtke a 
perfect, good, and virtuous man, AM here me«» 
tiiiidcs I have a fiur op^portanily. to condude tiiif 
letter, and to. beget m you an esteem i^f these pco>f 
fie, I should not be sonfy if I coidd procure them 
this happiness; for their manned do! not suit lb 
bad vdth meas with a great manyodiers, whb cry 
out against them and condemn diem, befocci they 
have either examined or known them. . For my. 
part I must confess, tb&t diere aue' here^-both good 
atad bad, as'there ase iii all other parts* of tfa6* 
worU* 

From Madrid, 
June 87. 
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LETTER XIL 

XXERE is a general rejoicing since the arrival oi^ 
die Marquis de los Balbaces, who brought certain 
news that the Most Christian King had granted 
Mademoiselle to the King of Spain. He so irnpa*^ 
liently expected these tidings^ that there was hardly 
an hour passed that he did not enquire if the courier 
was come, and as soon as he knew it. he immedi«> 
ately went to hear Te Deum at our "Lady d^Ato* 
cha's church. As the ladies do not go there^ so 
th^y are content to dress themselves very fine, and 
place themselves in their windows. I chose this, 
and, I thought I should have been choaked and 
blinded, it was so excessive dusty. I saw thei Kii^ 
in his coach of green oil-cloth; he had butasniall 
attendance, for about twenty halberdiers', cloathed 
in yellow, with truss breeches' like the pages, made 
up Kis guard, marching befohe and behind him. 
The courtier's coaches indeed that' accompanied 
him were ^o numerous, that they could hardly be 
fold; the people every Where crowding, even to the 
tops of the houses, crying out Viva el Rey Dios 
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te Bemdiga, and several added, Fiva el Reirut 
nuesira Sennora* There was not the least house 
or street without having tables spread; every one 
had garlic, leeks, and onions in their hands, inso- 
much diatthey perfumed the air with them, and 
fliey were even debauched with drinking his Ma- 
jesty's health in water : for, dear cousin, though I 
have already mentioned it to you, yet I think I may 
repeat it here, that there never were people so tem- 
perate as these, especially in wine; and diey have 
so strange an abhorrence for those that are guilty of 
intemperance, that by their law a man who can be 
proved but once to have been drunk, is refused for 
being a witness in any court of justice where he is 
produced, and after a sharp reproof b sent away. 
And if it happen, that one calls another boracho, 
that is, drunkard, this injury is sure to be revenged 
with murder. 

That night the King was at Antocha, we illu- 
minated all our houses with great flambeaux of 
white wax, which they call hachas; they are 
longer than those that are used in Paris, to light 
the coachei at night, but withal they are a great 
4ral deareil, not only because the wax is brought 
at i^t chttrges from other parts of the world, 
but also because diere is a prodigious quantity of it 
cqpMumed in Spain. And when thqr make illiih 
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imiiiiioiis, they are not e^Uented toset up foiir or 
•IX flambeaux, but they must pot two in every 
balcony, imd two at each window, up to the 
bluest story ; diere are some houses which thus 
require four or five hundred. Eveary where tho^e 
were bonfires made, and we went to die palace to 
see a masquerade of a hundred and fifty lords^ 
which they said was to be there. I cannot ima« 
gine why they call this diversion by that name, for 
they were not all masked ; commonly they chuse 
the darkest night. All tiie courtiers were mount* 
ed upon their finest horses, every horse was co* 
vered widi silver gaus^ and housings, embroidered 
with gold ; and pearl. The cavelleros were 
doathed in black, with coloured Ubby sleeves^ 
embroidered with silk and bugles ; they wore 
small hats buttoned up with diamonds, and in 
diem a plume of feathers ; they had rich scarfs, 
and many jeiwek; but with, all this, their black 
cloaks, and dieir ugly collars strangely disfigure 
them. They ride on horseback like the Turks 
and Moors, that is, as they call it a genita, their 
stirrups are so short, that their knees are even witb 
and rest upon the tops of the horses shoulders. 
I cannot yet reconcile my eyes to this fadiion; 
they say, that thus they csui better raise and put 
themselves forth against any that assault thetn. 
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But to retufii to the mumpsnde, thef all met 
Idgedier at bbl Appointed fdace^ nvhich genendly ia 
Mt'one ^ tlie gales of V the city. The streela 
tfiroij^ ^ich Aey were4o |^o were all i^etred 
with sand^ aad on eveiy side diere were a kind of 
, diafing-dishes set HpoB poles, which beudes the 
wax fl^beamiy ^^ a great hght ; there were 
abo placed^ several vefy clear laodiorns in .win- 
dows, whi<^ made a very < fine shew. Every ca- 
veUero Jiad .a great nUay footaen, whidt weie 
doathed^ in doth of gold and silver; they went 
by their master^s sides widi flambea^. The 
tavelleros marched four in a rank very softl^^ 
each of them faoldii^ a flambeau abo; -they went 
aH over the city, attended with trumpets, tim- 
brels, bagpipes, and flufks, and vrfien diey came 
to the palace, Whidi Wiis illuminated and the 
court covered with sand, they -took several turns, 
and ran and^pushed aguiist on6 ano^er with a 
design to throw each other down "vi^th these tneks. 
Prince Alexander de Parma, ^o is of a- [»o- 
digious bigness,' fell down, and ike fall of him 
Aiade as great a noise as the tumbling down of k 
moderate high hill, they had much difficulty to 
carry him ofl^ for he was grievously bruised with 
his faB; there were several of them vrith their 
great spectacles pn, but particularly the Marquis 
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de Astorgas^ who does not only wear them for 
gravity sake, but for iieed^ as he is old, but yet 
for all tfabt he is frolicsome, he will be Mayor 
Domo to the young Queen, and he is a grandee 
q{ Spain. 

And now I speak of a grandee of Spain, I>oa 
Fernand de Toledo told me the other day an 
afiair pleasant enoij^h. ' His fitther-inJaw, who is 
the Mai^quis de Palacois^ lives at a horrid pro- 
fus0 rate, for it seems he is one of those professed 
gallants 'of the ladies of .the palace, and to arrive 
to that he must both have* a great deal of wit and 
sbew abundance of magnificence, I m'^n a cer- 
tain peipuliar sort of wit, that ia. neat .'and refinetl; 
he must have cIkhcc phrases and expreasi<His, and 
some ways and modes not cpmmon ; he must un- 

^derstttid to write bodi in prose and va-sey'andito 
be a proficient in it In a word, he must .both 
talk^ and perform in this palace gallantry after 
quite;a difierent manner than that which is used in 
the' city.' . 

But to return to the Marquis de Palacois. 
There was a public festival appointed by the 
Kiiig> thb marquis wanted money to appear 
th^e; he is lord of several toWns, it came, into 

.his.head to go down post to them; as soon as he 

trOL. II. F 
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arrived, he immediately caused pajpera to be put 
up, specifying, that all Aose of Aat town which 
desired to be made grandees, riiould directly come 
to him. There was not either justice, iMorgess, 
or tradesman, who was* not presently fflled widi 
▼^emait ambitions destrea for the grandeza, his 
house was crowded with all 8<»ts of people; he 
agreed with them every one severally in private, 
and got as mudi as he could of ^m, and after- 
wards he made them a& he e&vered before hkn, 
and gave them patents^ m fermy jus^ as the Kiiiig 
ddes when he nkkes an^ dUe a grMideer ' Hil hi- 
veutbii succeeded too well in ihe^first town HM to 
practice it iu the rest ; he fDuind amongst tfa^u the 
'Mme dispositioii to give him tadnty; thaiditfoiigh 
his means thef nogfat be grandees; "vi^kb dub 
trick he got a cousidendble Buoir ^<umI aimy^ibe 
comes, and makea a vptendid^ she# ai tmtft, bat 
as a man i« seldmai without xenemk^,. w timpe 
were some persons-tbat had a^ mmd to aud» u«e 
of this pleasant frolic to put him out of thl^'KiMgfs 
•favour. His Majesty was tbld^ df it, • atuil the 
-Biarquis justified himself well enough, by si^mg, 
all those to wh<HB he had granted permission to be 
< covered before him, b^iiq; bora bis vai»als; diey 
owed more respect than to dare to take ^ia li* 
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berfjr wiAottt hiii leaTe^ and that therefore he bad 
made them grandees, as to himself. And.afttir' 
tbis'die matter was lodced mgffm as a meny jest 

Tfatt marqnis comes often to see us, and as he 
beloiq^ to the late court, so yesterday he told 
nte, diat a famous astrologer being one day with 
the kie King in die'terraciGHwalk of the pahcei 
the Ki^ adced hiik die height of diat pkce, he 
gazed up in 4he m and named a certain height. 
The Kmg privately ordered diem to raise 'the 
pavement of ihk terrace about three or four 
fingers, and in the night it was done. The 
next morning he caused the astrologer to 
c&me to him, and b^ng i^n the terrace with 
bim, says he to him, I spoke last n%ht of the 
bd^t yon told me of this walk, but there were 
some who maiiitaiaedyou were mistaken. Sir, 
says^fae^ I dare toy, I was not mistaken. But 
coiiBider it'irell^ lays the King, and afterwards we 
^ill'make him ashamed who boasts himself to be 
a more knowing man tbiio you. .He immediately 
began again to make his observations; the King 
saw him cjiange dolour and seemed to be at a 
great Toss; but ^t last he drew nigh the King, 
and said, what I told your Majesty yesterday was 
troe, b^t ICHday I^ find that the terrace is raised, 
or &e^ heavens are sunk down a little lower. 
F 2 
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The King smiled^ and told hnn the tride he had* 
|>ut upon him. 

That I may give you an accomit of other mat-»> 
tfers, I must tell you that the King has in his fa- 
mily diree persons, whom by way of enuueicy are * 
called, the great oflScers, the MaycMr * Domo - 
Mayor, the SuiniUer of the Body, and the Master: 
of the Horse. These three places are thusdis-** 
tinguished, the Mayor Domo commamls in the. 
palace, the business of die Sumiller of the Sody, 
is in the King's chamber, and the Master, of the 
Horse, orders all things in every place, except 
the palace. ' ' ^ . * . 

After these come the getttlmen of tfaeKii^'s bed«^ 
cbamber, they wear at tfa^r girdle for a mark of 
their dignity a golden key. There are diree aorta of 
these keys, the first gives th6 ^nfiioyment of the 
gentlemen of the bed-chamber; tfaesecoiid tlie en- 
trance with the employmelit'; &nd the third is (ail- 
ed Clavae Capona, which only gives entrance into 
the anti-chamber. The nimiber of these gehtlemen 
are great, there are forty of those for service, who 
take it in turns every day, and for the most part 
they are grandees of Spain. The Mayor Domo^ 
that is to say, the steward in ordinary, has the 
same access as the gentleman of the bed-chamber* 
The persons of the bighest^ quality fill up these 
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places, .for the most purt they are the second sons 
of the gfandees^. they wait in turns every weekj^ 
and when die high steward is. absent they dxe in- 
vested .with his power ; these ako introduce foreign 
ministers when. they have audience; there are 
eight. of them, aometimes. more, but seldom 
fewer. " 

The King hath three companies for his guards^ 
but they have not any diing that agrees with one 
another. The Marqub de Falces commands the 
Ffenuah or Burgundian guard; it consists of a 
hundred halberdi^nB, and although here they call 
them the yeomen of the guard, yet they may be 
caOed.tfae life-guard; the German guard consists 
of the same number^ Don Pedro de Arragon is 

< captain of it ; the %>ani8h guard is al^ composed . 
of. a hundred halberdiers, and are commanded by 
ihe Count de los Arcos. He is likewise captain 
of another company of one hundred Spaniards 
called the guards of the Lancilia, and this never 

^appears but at great ceremonies, and at the fu- 

. nerals of Kings. The affairs of the state are ma- 
naged by a chief minii^ter, whom they call Priva- 
de; he haffa under him ^ secretary of state, whose 
office is. in tbie palace. AH business that comes 
to the King and the minister ought to pass d|- 

.jectljr through* his hands, and as be dispatches 
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ftbo lehatever the King orders, so be is ,€»flM 
secretario del dixpacho umvcneL 

The councfl of state, and divm^ other ^buDoli^ 
examine all mattan, and the Ki%, or the doef 
^ minitter, afterifards detenni^ Aeoi) there are a 
great fiiany coooseBois ; here foOow the aames. of 
those "which at present compose the councU of 
iltate, VIZ. Hie constable de Castille, of Ae fit- 
mily of fhe Vdesaco's, ui- the president;. Ae 
Dnke d'AIbe, the thike de Medina CeH, Dob 
f>edr6 d'An^n, the. Admind id CSstatte^ Ae 
Marquis de Ai^mgas, the Prince de StiUano, di^ 
Didce de Ossuiia) &e Co^uitde Chhioao, Dm 
Vincent Gonaga, Prince.de Ghnstdio, Hon 
Ikvm Portocarrero, CarAnsSt ArcUbediqp of 
Toledo, tihe Marquis de liches, the Mai^m 
<le lbs Bdbares, DdHv Diego Santti6ito/ Don 
Melchios NaTarra, the Marqpcus de Lo&fekir^ 
die Marquis die M&nsera, aiid .the Duke de Al- 
burquc^ue. 

Besides tins council, wbkh is the princqid^ 
ther^ is that of the iaquisi^n of war, of the 
orders of Arrs^on, of the Indies, of Staly, .of 
Hazienda, of the Ckoisado, and of Ffamders; 
there is also the chamber of OsstiUe, of the Al- 
cades de Coi:ta, of die Gontraduria, De Apo- 
sento, Dehs Bosqoes Reales, De MJUones^ and 
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])e 0(Hiipetiaqui|r«. Aut do not think, dear ^ouam^ ' 
di^^t)^ salaries and profit of those placea are 
wtori^^ For . instance^ the comiseUoiB of the 
C99weil of the. Ipdiesi mate from ei^bteen to 
tw^Biy ^ikcweimi: o^wna 9 year of their pkces, 
A9d-J^ei;e_ jt ii, ft^^rtioeot to tell you, that it if 
ii^ii^tf^ m places rare sold id diis cpimtrjE, at 
loifit it fii not Imowoi in all appeannce they are 
be#tow»d ¥pw merit or birth, but yet understand^ 
lbeii^ are wch dousiderable presents made^ ^t t0 
get A,n9(roya% dief . will give five thousand .{hs- 
to)es^ and ^(metimea moiie* lliat which wonU 
'kp,fi9iki b^fiog in. another country, et Madrid 
is j^mp^ fiving a i?galio, 4iat is, ntoking e pror 
mtp and one is equivalent to the other, witl^ Afs 
JUkPfme^, that a jdace^ or a gov^emmeit wfaidb 
one.hiiyip is yonr's as h)9g as you live, and some^ 
times passes by inheritance to your children, eidier 
by fiatural ligbt^ or the con^easion of the prince; 
but in Spain they enjoy^a place which costs die» 
vefy jdev, only three, or five years;at most. It is 
ea8y..4o Jbdieve, that &os0 who advance so much» 
are.. Tei:^^; certain ,t^ reimburse themselves both 
prMp^l and. ^r#st, Fiymi this praei^ the 
people are horribly oppreesed, they havte p^* 
petually up<m them, either a new Vic^cly^ or gg- 
vemor^ wbidi comes from draiiu^ l&BOfiM of all 
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the ready money which he coutd either make of 
his own and sometiniea of his friends, to bribe the 
court. Thus he comes hungry, and has but a 
short time to enrich himself; and so the poor peo- 
ple are on all hands pillaged without so, much as 
being able to have, their complaints heard. But it 
is yet quite another thing in the Indies, where 
gold is so plentiful, and they are so far from the 
King and his ministers. It is certain, they bring 
from thence immense sums, as I think, I have 
already intimated to you, even the religious, as 
idiey call them, who are sent to pfeach there, re- 
turn not without forty or fifty thousand crowns, 
which they have heaped up in four or five years 
time. So notwithstanding their vow of poverty, 
Ifaey 'find out the secret of growing rich,, and dur- 
ing their life they are suffered to ^joy the fruit of 
their mission. , ' 

C The monasteries here have yet^ another piece of 
craft, which commonly succeeds, when a religious 
person or friar happens to be the only son. If. his 
father is rich, they beg him to leave his estate to 
the convent, where his son has taken the habit, 
upon condition that, he shall manage and enjoy it 
whilst he lives, but after. his death that the mo- 
nastery shall inherit it, %nd put up prayers, and 
say masses, ibr.Ae father and the son. By this 
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means there are professed friars which have, ten 
thousand crowns a year iat their disposal. This 
affluence in a ieountry where reason has but little 
power over the affections, does not always maike 
them more holy, and if there are any that use it 
well, there are abundance who abuse it. 

It is known that every year there comes from 
-the Indies above five and thirty millions of crowns, 
but yet not a quarter part of this ever goes into 
the King of Spain's coffers. These treasures 
spread themselves over all Europe ; the French, 
English, Dutch, and the Genoese, draw away 
the best shares of it. Rethinks this does not suit 
with the refined poKcy of the Spaniards, to waste 
their own subjects in digging gold out of l^e mines, 
to let odier nations, wift^ whom they are^ often at 
war, reap the pro^t; but the natural ^laziness 
which hinders them from working, and having no 
manufactures of their own, obliges thetn to have 
recourse to those who can furnish their countiy 
with the merchandises diey want. 

As strangers dare not venture to go there, be* 
cause it i§ upon no less penalty than hanging, so 
they contrive to send their effects in the names of 
the Spanish merchants, with whom they naeet all 
the fidelity imaginable;, and if the King would; he 
could not hinder strangers from receiving what is. 
F 3 
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iF^BI^y dieirs; for die ^Milliards upon dus oo- 
.C88iOD^ had rather lose dieir lives than aay wrm^ 
should cpme to another. .There i»oiie thing r&aamkr 
t^% imd that is, when-the 'flota cornea lo va 
finQhor at Cadiz, there are men wht> niake imbHc 
profession to assist in cheati^ the Kiqg of his 
^cuptpms upon silver and other merchandizes. . It 
is as much their tmde, and liv^liboody as for a 
banker to deal in mon^. *They call them mata- 
dors; and as much knaves as they are towards the 
King^ yet one must do them the right to say, they 
are not so to the private men who agree widb 
them for a certain reward, securely to lodge their 
silver in such a place of the ci^ as they dhaU 
desire. And this practice is so certain and safe, 
that one never hears of any ^at have violated their 
trust: it w«r6 easgr to punitdi these mm for the 
fnmds they are guilty, of agamst the Kmg, but 
A^e would be inconveniences to ihe prejudice ckf 
trade, perhf^^ far greater than the puiusbn^t» 
would bring advantage ; so that the govern* 
jD^nt and magistrates take no n<^tice of what 
passes. There might also be an easy remec^ 
found out to binder' the King from losiqg di upon 
this occasion^ and that is, to abate the duties a 
little, which indeed are very high, and so what 'is 
given to these matadors, and somewhat more. 
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dieoerdiaato (to iipt'l#^^eitiflg» and ^^m^iMit^ 
tiauaUy afraid of paj^k^ at <mi€0> ^ii^ajt tbey vhaT^ 
beeB.«aid4g^liftIf a60Qi«¥oy«e^; Imt^w tb? 
iH^jSMMar of th^ Spwimidg^ to have all or nolfaiiif^ 
and very often they haw codling. r f 

A»tQ Madiad^ it j» j^BpoaBitdo to find diere ai^ 
greater robbers and cheata 4agat ikt n^qpatn^. 
and^^flNpv ih^$3s»ehm^ itfiese ar^ tfio mea, that 
•\sddi inapiui^ aKpi;opmte 4o tfieaiidmdi^ King'is 
customs, and who cheat him after such a :i9ilo> 
tha^itis 4IO w>uderif he «o oftteo wants aifoiiey: 
ba;t 4ii^ are not -satj^iped with c^pating- their s^ver 
i^ip^tb^ must.also abuse and piUage Ibe poopter; 
and}altfaoi]^ ^e iaws Of this aatLon .a»e ioot ov|]^ 
jufli^ IgiteqwtaUib y^ no.boc^ ie«n» to be aai^ 
«lde o£i-lbefo.^ Those vety f^^ru»isip^p j/Aji^^ 
bandifdiey.ai^pjilr ^ whoaro set 09^ pwpOlP 
to oMButa tbeoi^ mro the first that break wd ^coi»- 
nipt#eiB. , 

I|>yoi» wiU but give aaoney to an Alcade, or to 
juid Algoaaft, yoo may have the. most- ifmoGeat 
l^^rsfilif ,111 the ^orld arnested' or seized, -^aad ' then 
Ibrovi^ ioto some oa^tgr dark bole of a prison, an«t 
there perish with hung^/ without suiy procee<hng 
or coming to a trial, and without any order or 
decree ; and whien the poor wretch is let out of 
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prison, he must not so much as think of doing 
himself right against this wicked officer of justice. 
This sprt of people are generally much favoured 
every where, but here they are beyond all meamre, 
and righteous judgeisr in this country are more scarce 
than in any country whatever. . 

Thieves, murderers, poisoners, and the gi^atest 
criminak imaginable,* remain safe and quiet at 
Madrid, provided they are not rich, for if they be, 
thciy are sure to be dbturbed for the sake of then- 
wealth. 
^ Tliey do not judge criminal matters above twice 
or thrice a year. It is with the greatest difficulty 
that they bring themselves to cause any criminal to 
' die^ who is, say ^ey, a man like ourselves, their 
CDOntryman, and one of the* King's subjects; they < 
send most either to the mines,, or to the gallies, 
and when any wretch is condemned to be hanged, 
he is carried upon an ass, with his face towards 
the tail; he is cloathed in black, and a scaffold is 
erected for him, that he may make a speeth to the 
people, who are all upon their knees/ and in tears, 
beating themselves tipon their breasts: after he has 
spent what time he will in his harangue, he is dis- 
patched with a great deal of gravity ; and as diese 
examples of jystice are very rare, so diey make a 
mighty impression upoftthe spectators. 
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Notwitfii^tsfflding die vast riches, and the ex- 
cessive haoghtiness and presumption of Uie great 
lords, yet they obey the least order of the King, 
ymik that exactness and respect which cannot be 
saffieiently praised. Upon the first command/ 
they depart, they return, go to prison, or into 
banishment, without murmuring. It is not pos-* 
sible to find a more perfect submissicHU and obe- 
dience, nor a more sincere love, than that of the 
Spaniards for their King. This name is saored 
widi them, and to bring them to whatever one has 
a mind, it is sufficient to say, the King wilk it. 
It ia under his name that the poor people of both 
the Castilles are so horribly oppressed with taxes^ 
the olker kbgdoms or {provinces are not so loaded, 
but boast themselves fer the most part, that they 
are a free people, ^tnd pay what ttey have a miad to^ 

I have already hinted to you, d^ar cousin, that 
in every thing they exactly follow the politics of 
Charies V. without considering that the difference 
of tim^ makes a mighty alteration in the events of 
things, although they- may seem to be s£ke, and 
in the^ same circttm.stauces ;- and that what withoift 
the imputation of rashness, might have beai vaor 
dertaken a hundred and twenty years ago, waiep a 
fr>urislung reign, would be imprudent to practise 
now under a reign that is far less so : but a vanity 
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4mt isimliiml to tb^m^ hmfyrsjSiiim €tfm «e«Ms, 
tlu^ Pipvideiioe 3caBM^Iame$ penailto emfh0, -m 
weUas{Mirtkul«r£unyififl^ to have their revoluticHill 
ud|MO0ds. The SpMiards believ<kdMinadiT«e to be 
justlJiewmepeoplQy and in the jaioe ctromnrtMiiceg 
^bxf ever wene ; but i^oiigb I ae^r kiie# tibebr 
meeatorsy yet I dare mjr they deceiye tbeauebieii* . 
ButuptlajMke ei^. feiAerrefleclkHis^ m^hic^ 
fierfaaps aiie too smoua. wd h^ for jene, I wSi^ 
leH.youy. ibftt Jiere il a general i:ej<nctog it Madrid 
for die arriyal of tbejAota {hMn.tbe Indiee* As it 
ja ndt: their bamoiur hc^ lo treaawre 4ip !fe|ddi# so^. 
dub.prodi^biis <)Ha]itity of idlver, wUcfi c^ims all 
in a liHnp^ ie spread orer ^1 the world. .One 
w<^ild tfook that these inuneese isumi is^eiit oi^ 
tibii^, andx Aat k,h mow^ yfhkk dbanee acnl 
Jheinu . Heredpon. ike, great krda smiBion Iber 
«i!^sditi}r% jand.pay ,th^ wiftb.a proifoaeneas, wUdi ■ 
>et^ isfilbf^ttt^aEaggeraliiig, has someAiiag in it fhal' 
ift bfsA noble aaKl i^ery generoua ; f or ^here af« b||t 
f^w.jcountries where liberality ia ao tialml^.iiaat 
iiinlhis; andl mnat abo add, tb«t &ey are fia^ 
iaeafc eren to admiration. Tbey have hsea hmvm 
to^ eadnce waofit kmg and toibome «ifigea, in whidb^ 
iMsidea the fetiguea of war, tfae^. had aodtil^ to 
enpport diem but bnead made of ro^oi coiia, asji 
atiniciDg water for ^ir drink; and yet tlwre moe 
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ttoilrtmllie world mem vkealmifc good^ 
I sigr, taotwitb8teadi»g^dI.lli», aod tk^ diey ht^ 
b^ea t^Kixned tQ:.tbe ieii^i^liefl of tke veatiier^ 
2ViR9«eii«tf naked aadkad hard lodgii^, ydt k spila 
f>f ail diose lliiiig9y «diej kkve! befln found anofe 
fantve and cotmageoyiSy Am. iwbep Aey Mgoyad 
plenty aqd. prosj^ity. It b true, tint t)nt teoi« 
peratice which k so natuml to them, is a mifjbtj 
kelp t6 iik^m (o endnrehin^er when the^ are forecd 
t^it; thefye&t^^litAe, andacavoelywiHdieydriB^ 
any wise. The custom they have of eating all aloon^ 
' contributes something to inake. tjhcoi aofrugal; Jfar 
indeed, neither their Mives, nor their cUldran^ 
ever «at wifb Ih^m. Hie raaefter has hts . table 4a 
taKf^B^g, and die mistress. ^di her ^cbMren jsit «ii 
the ^oor npon a carpqt^ nA^. tbe Turkish ttd 
JdrOorish ufm^T^* Th^ ^dpnx lor 4ieVer invite 
their friends to' ^^^^ to^ether^ sq that diey .are u^ 
guUty of any excess. Upon .diia laccQunt, it Js 
dieir saying, '^^at they only eat to HTe:;'' whereas 
diece^ are people, w^o only live 40 ^t Nevecw 
4heIei|B, th^e are »omP: ntioq^ ^peopl^, who 
find this affectation too great; a^d te ^ey adsHt 
of litde familiar])y m cony^atipn, so diey per^ 
^^etoally live at a )distanc% and aa it were, in^cene* 
mony widi one another, widiout enjc^ring that 
/reedom which mad^es diat true union, and pro- 
duces that desirable openness of heart. 
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Hiis great retiremCTit gives them up' to $k Aovt* 
sand illusi9n8y ivfaich they call philosophy; it 
makes them s'mgidar, dull, fantastic, melancholy^* 
and jealous; Whereas, if they govenied them- 
selves otherwise^ there is nothing they would not 
be capable of, since they have a wonderAid vigour 
of mind, an excellent i^emory, good sen8e> a 
solid judgment, and great patience ; than Mrhich> 
there needs no more to make a man wise, to 
grow in perfection, to be agreeable in cohyerBatioii> 
and to distinguish himself from the most polite 
nations. But dley are se <ar from being what na^- 
luraliy they might be, though 'at never so little 
pains, diat they affect a^ certain indolence which 
they call greatness of mind; they neglect their 
most important business, and the advancement 
of their fortunes. Provision for Ae future^ gives 
them not the least <bsturbanee; the only matter 
ihey are not indifferent in,, is jealousy ; they im-> 
. prove that to the utmost, the bare suspicion is 
enough to make them stab a wife or a mistress. 
TOieir passion of love is always furious, and yet 
the' women please themselves in it; they say, they 
would not for all the mischief that may befal 
them, have them less sensible of their unfaithftilr 
ness; tthfit their desperate temper is a certain 
popf of a true passion^ and diat they themselves 
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are not more moderate when they, are in love. 
They leave nothing unattempted to be revenged 
of those they love, if they forsake them w^ithout 
cause ; so that these sort of amorous engage- 
ments have commonly a fatal end. For instance, 
Boi long since, a woman of quality, vi^o had 
cause to ecnnplain of her gallant, contrived to 
get him into a house where she commanded, and 
after she had sufficienly reproached him, against 
which he did but weakly defend himself, for he 
was guilty ; she presented to him a poniard, smd 
a cup of poisoned chocolate, leaving him only the 
liberty which sort of death he : would chuse: he 
did not vraste one minute to move her pity, he 
very well saw, that in this place she was the 
strongest, so that he tamely drank off the choco-* 
late vidthout leaving a drop. After he had drank 
it, says he to her, ^' It had been better if you 
had put a little more sugar in it, for the poison 
made it very bitter ; remember to do so the next 
time you prepare another." He was immediately 
sdzed with convidsions ; it was very violent pokon> 
and kUled him in an hour's time; and after, all, 
this lady loved him pasaonately, yet she had 
die barbarity not to stir fi'om hhn till he was 
dead, 
• The Venetian ambassador, who is a very well 
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acmmtUds^ 4n«vi> lieiDg. fofeljr aiJhooiQ, .tb^ 
bnNilKht bim wprd». thM • .}ad|[ .covered witf&. « 
*iniiflld^ '^defirod to^apoak iriUi ham, 9^.tliat slur. 
hidhmeiC soi ebsev tbey. could aoA poMil^y see. 
ivluit die was ; die bad wkb her two gendemenr* 
uahenu. md.e' eonaideraUe attendanoe. , He ino 
loted bsr to bia chamber of andi^aBe, and. abe 
denred be .ifoiild caase . every body, to go o«t» 
Ylkm she laas alone, with him,' die imteiied befw. 
mify Imd appeared lo^bim eactoeniely ^faandiooie* 
** i am ef ef iileatrioiiB fiMdly/' ,said afie (o btm^ 
^my aaine ifr Domka Bboca de;Giuaauqi ; I }unr& 
despised. all the. laws, of deoeiksy^ in favoiir of 
diat.passicm I bate v for. you4 I.xameto decfause 
tO'^ymHy' my loid, and ^to tell yoM, diat I ii|«st 
BeedasemainibeDe diu n^/' Ftom such an ^m* 
puddat speech^ due ambassador could not m the- 
kast doubt, but diait diis was^mejih that b^d 
hotnmed a .great name^ in iorder to draw bim 
intQ some snare ; but y^ with, abundance of kindt . 
mm,, be. toM /her^ ths|t tiU now be had never 
lbopfi^:}umself unhappy -in the service of the 
Republic, that he could wish be were not an ento 
Msa4dff > ihat ,sp.be might ..embraoe tbe.jfaycuur 
she offered him ;. but thai beipg in sucib a stetM^ 
there was litde likelihood that he could give en* 
(eriainmenttoa person of b^ eminent qualityi ibet 
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dut mi^t bring h^umlo great trouble, pad thm-, 
£wpejb|^ed her tb^t she woold withdra^r. Immedi- . 
ttplj ah^ waf» like a fuiy, and after she^ had reviled 
and reproached him^ she drew out a ftfletto, and 
lap ttpou hau iti .order- to slptb bim. £[e easily 
preveDted b^^ a^ hmng cidled one, of bis gen* 
tleipfiiij bade hun g^e five or six {nslcdes to this 
woman. . She so lijOle deserved this generosity, 
stodJt so appeased her^ th^ die really told him 
ske.^as osm af 4^ .^cireatnief :be Jiof^lc^ her for, 
and that the J^easan .wtty she ba^ b^en so deep^ 
tf^f^yiMf. Aat the goitle^ieii-ushers i|dbo waited 
for ker bdow, .weie WgaBai^tSy a^d ii^aidd'.lulv^p 
%i^ke her bones if ahe had. made «|0 «dvaa||^ 
^ Aepbt , Aey j^^ .lai4 ; .tbat . bendes,. sbe was 
lo pfTf £^ tbj^ equip^e nhe icasie: iil» vi^hkb was 
hired on ptup^M^ for.tbi^ desfgn, and that: sb^./had 
msuh radw .hiwe diMt than, to bi^Q wdait;ed: $11 
A^se «b«Mi. The ambassador waa ^ao, takan witfi 
her pleasant <^OQef<^ioQ^ (bat he ordered ten pi^- 
lioles. mare to be gi^ her;: ^< for^^^says be to 
hef^.f* amc/e p6 mapy honest fyiks must afaare vrith 
yc|ii^ your part will be too sniaU. She succeeded 
so weU. baite^ that^ she wM djaiectly toj the frfMab 
ambassador's; but she was not so oourteously .re- 
ceived tha'e: for upon the first apfxehi^moa qf 
her design, abe and bar attendants narrowly ^- 
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eaped being entartained. with the strapado. He 
^ave fa«r not a sous; happy was she that she got 
out as she caine in, for he had an aversion for aH 
these creatures. 

This inomfflg we tanied some time in the Viactt-- 

mayor, for an answer toamessi^e my kinswoman had 

sent to a gentleman whodwek there. In this place 

fish is sold, and there Wibs a Woman who had sonae 

Kftfe bits of salmon tQ sell, which diesmd was fresh; 

she made a horrid ndse in ciymg it, md in callh^ 

customers to'biry it; at Just comes a flheemaker, 

whol knew for such, because she ci^edthim 

'Senior Glapal^ro^ he asked for a-ponnd of her 

salmon, («id by die way, you must observe, tfmt 

everything here is s<^ld%y the pound, ev^ wood 

and cisuxroal) says ^ to him^ *^ You do pot eii- 

quirci after theprice, because you tli^it 19 cheap, 

' but do «ot deceive yourselif^ for T must have a 

crpvm for eyery pound.- The shoemaker was 

vexed thatshequesticmedhis aMities,'and with an 

ai^ry tMe he sai4 to her, ^^ Had it been veiy 

^€faei4>, I wouldhave'but one pound, but si^M^ it 

-^isdear, I wiU^hav^ three/^- He inmiediately gave her 

• three crowns, and then thrusting down hb little hat, 

for .you must know that the tradesmen v^ear them 

as:narrow as.tfie people of quality wear them broad, 

and.tuniii% up his mustadios by way of rodomoih 
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tmde, he raised tbe pomt of his formidable sword 
almost to the top' of hk shoulder, ' and haughtily, 
looked at us, hamBg well observed thatwe took 
notice of him, and overheard his discour^eiy and 
^were strangers.' But the pleasantiiess of the thii^ 
lies here ; perhaps these three crowns were all that 
evelr this vaic-^j^orions fool had in the world;, that 
this was his >¥hole week's profit, and that to-mor- 
row, himself his wife and poor children, woald 
have a more severe fast, than widi bread Jind water; 
but such as ih^ vain humour of these people here ; 
nay, there s^e some of them which will take the 
legs of a capon, and will let them hang, down un-> 
dcfr ^ir cloaks^ that they may. look as if the; 
really had a capon, whilst they have nothing but 
the l^s a&d feet. — : -. 

You cannot see a joiner, a sadler, or other sort 
of shopkeeper, without his vf^lvet: and sattin suit 
like the King's,, with his long rapier and dagger, 
and his guittar hangmg up in bis shop*. They, work 
as little as ever they can, for I have nM>re than once 
told you, that they: afe naturally - la^^y. Indeed, 
nothing but.over'Orultng uecessi^ drives them to do 
any thing at all,. and then they work upon Sundays 
and other festivals,* without any scruple, as « well as 
upon any o0ier days; and afterwards they carry 
their goods abroad. If it is a shoemaker,, and he 
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iua two appitiiticeSy he takes theiii bodi with hamf 
and each of them cany a shoe; nay, if he has 
diree, they must ril go along with him ; and it is 
with miich ai^ 4lfeit he 1?ill stobp to ttj the shbes 
he has made. When he has done, he goes and flits 
down in fiie sun, (which is called the Spanianf » 
fire) with a company of such idle feilows as hiiii-' 
self, and there with a soverdgn authority they de- 
termine matters of state, and settle^ die iiiterest of 
princes ; very often they fall oUt ab6ttt them, some 
one of ihem* Aat takes himsdf to be a more able 
politician than the rest, will have fliem ^M to his 
judgment; but another, as conceited as himself, 
will not submit, and so they' fedl together by the 
ears without mercy. I went two days ago to see 
the Danish ambassador's lady,' abd Aere Was 
brought in thith^ a poor wretch, who hMl just 
been wounded in the street ; he was a coster^ioKiii^ 
ger, and it seems he had muntained, that the Grand 
Signior would not be reckoned a cunning polkician, 
if he did not cause his brother to be strangled. 
Another, to whom that yoiing piince was no^ so 
displeasing, stood up in his defence, and thereupon 
these two went to fighting. But aft^ all, to gi^e 
them their due, all these people talk of govern* 
ment and politics with a great deal of judgment, 
and give good reasons for what they say. 
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Here are in diis city several iKMises, which are a 
sort of academies, where people meet, some to 
play, andodiersforconversatiofi. They play there 
wMi great honesty; and let diem lose what sum 
they will upon honour, they never fail to pay it in 
twenty foor hours. If there fliiould be any faihure, 
fkeir honour and reputation are for ever lost. No 
reason whatsoever vrill be admitted against the ne* 
cesnty of payii^ in that time. "They play^there 
tery high and very fair, without noise or shewing 
Ate least vesatioo or concern i if they Win, it is the 
custom to give the barato. This, I think, is also 
used'm Itafy ; thai id to siary, you give money to 
those iitkt are piiesent, to soii^ moi«, to othm 
Um, and thi» whedver you know them Or not. He 
to whom ytiu present the barato must'nev^r refase 
il^^ let him be a hundred timefs richer, and of bet* 
• li^^piaB^ibaii the dotior; nay, one may demand 
*ir of a gamester ^diat is winning, and he will not 
reArie to give it/ There are people Aat- havef no 
-«ther Subsistence thau this ; but yet tli^is no good 
^ custom, for 'tbougba mani ildes wm, yet sometimes 
h^'hardfy carries any thing of his gaitis away with 
htm ; and if he begins to play i^tun, be very often 
. loses hia owil. 

Fmther, if a man is found to have cheated, he 
bad as good forsake all company bedmes^ for no 
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honest person will have any thing to do with him ; 
and if he is taken in the fact, he may jthiidc him- 
self happy if he comes off with some cuchilltidos, 
diat IB, some cuts, but not thrusts with the 
sword. ' , 

As to the toiivertotion in these academies, some 
of it is Very ingenious, and very learned persons 
there'are who frequent them ;,for in a word, they 
«re here just as in other places, and there are sonie 
^at write vei:y fine things. What they call novels, 
4bem to Jtee ta be of a 9tile, and to hav& an air 
tbat<^harms^ they neVer advance any thing but what 
is probable,' and the subjects they take are so' well 
managed, and then* narration so concise and plain, 
neither-' mean n<H* lofly, that one must heeds grant 
th^y have a genius, which surpasses all others in 
diese kind of piefces. I will endeavour to get igome 
of them, and will translate, and saad*theiA to you, 
that so you may judge of them yourself. As I 
^ave not capacity enough to speak of things whidi 
treat of more sublime matters, so I shall say ho- 
tUgiog of them till 1 have been inf^ifmed by those 
who are.competent judges, and th^n I shall only 
pretend to be their echo. But after lall, I must 
needs say, that I thmk them extravagant in < their 
dogies, and that in them they keep not near to pro- 
bability; their imagination, which is very lively and 
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Mtiiiej sometiiiies nms too £bt I ms readmg k 
ft bocriL the otber day, vrhere speaking of Philip IV. 
Ilie author said, ^* That hid Tirtim and great qiudi- 
ties wei« so many, lliat there was not paper enough 
in the world to write them down ; that a commoO- 
pen was not worthy to describe such divine things^ 
and therefore they dei^erved to be written by Ifae 
•nys of the suta upon the sur&ce of the heavens/* 
You will grant me that diis is really losing a man's 
-self in beclouds, and that with endeavouring to 
exalt his hero, our poor author fidls and breaks his 
-own neck. Their books are veiy badly printed, 
their paper is not white, and they are very badly 
bound, being covered with parchmoit or ^eep's- 
iriun leather. 

I must not forget to tell you one thing, for it is 
very material, and that is the policy of the Spaniards, 
,whidi persuades them rather to be at fiie charge of 
ft hundred felse informations, than to neglect the 
opportunity of receiving one true advice: neither 
the distance of the country from whence Aej come, 
upr their agents, are suspected by them, they will 
know every thing, and hberally recompence those 
that serve thera ; nay, they will^hardly tarry till the 
serfitce is accepted before they- will retvard them. 

You camiot believe hovt^ nMk advantage this 
maiim has gaiti6^them, they hai^ been someliiiies 
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4akenforfook7bu!rtlikt bui not disoooniged di^m, 
itnil inthe'end they always had What' they mtoided. - 
It is likewise true, that though diey have but very 
jdeader ground to b^ a'fevour of the: King, --ydt 
4>rovided tfaey'arenotdisheairtenedwidi repulses, but 
puiBue ibeif first deiiign ii^ith* perseverance, sooner 
or later, they obtain what they wbhed for. The 
miiitsteri of ^sfate think it not suitable to the grai»- 
deAr of so ihighty a mcmarch/ to refuse a small 
matter ; and though there is but fittle justice in pire- 
•f ending to a favour which one has not deserved by 
some seri^ce, yet if it^is sued for without intermis*- 
sion; it is always obtained. I see. examples, of k 
every day. ^ ' . ^ . • . » 

I have not yet told you, dear cousin, that upon 
myaorival here- all the ladies did me the honour to 
visit'me 'first. ' It is the' custom here to prevent 
istrangefs, when once they know they are of quality, 
4md}h^ir good bebitiviaur,'coik;ermngbdthwhich they 
are:VeP7:W^Q* When I retiihied - them th^ visit, 
every, on^ made me a present; sometimes in one 
house I receivisd a dozen, for even the children of 
four-years old will treat you. ' I w«s presented wiA. 
great baskets of gilt silver, adorned with corat^ 
curiously wrought in flowers;' these -are made at 
Naples and Milan. • I had also imber boxes'set 
with gold,' ennmelled and full 6f pastrils'; divera 

■■■■ " ».» .1! .! •' 
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presented me .v^'ith gloves and. silk stoekuigs, laniir 
garters in abundance-; but. these gkves'ar^siogidar,' 
in that they are. as short as the nien's^ for the women* 
w^. their sleeves down to their wrists ; the finjgjBrs. . 
are so,longy that thejr look as if they were nothings 
else, and are ridiculous : the stockings are made of 
polo, that is, raw silk; they, are /made so shorty 
and so .little in the foot, that I have seen several 
children that they would not, fit< the garters/are of. 
a broad ribbon, made yery light and thin, likjCi th/o^ 
our peasants give at {heir. weddings ^ they are ^iH»-> 
med at each end with spme^ English thre^Mt la<:e< 
Thfy presented, me also with several cups <^fjmine-, 
ral eaith, and a thousand other things of .this kind*: 
If ev^. I;go from hence, and.make another jour-^ 
ney. hither, it will, be my turn. to make presj^Rts^ 
But, alas^stny thing pleases thein,. needles, pinS): 
a little ribbon, but above all, any thing made.of 
their, false stones ravisbes diem with joy ; 4hey that> 
have so ;many -that afre right and so excellent, yet 
wear a prodigious^ qusmtity -of these false ones^ 
which in reality are nothing,' but little bits t>f gl^sft; 
set,: and Just .like those, our chimoe^rs^eeper^ 
sell to our provincials, who never saw. more^thait 
dieir curate and their flock* . The ladies . of die 
greatest^us^ity are loaded with, these ^Ise stpn^s, 
which diej buy at dear rates; •and,.when.l;asl^ .. 
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Aem Vfhy Ibey werQ so fond of these coooterfeit. 
fjiamoadsi tkey told me, ** It was because ib/«f 
oould hav€ them as large as they desired.'' And m- 
deed they h^ve them in their pendants, as big aaan 
^gg, and all these come to them eidier from l^ranoe 
or Itafy; for as I have told yon, few things are made 
at Madrid, idleness r^gns too much there. . 

Tliere are no good painters in this city, the great* 
est part of those that draw, are not of this country; 
Aey are either Flemish, Italians, or French, who 
eorae and settle here; but yet they do not grow 
nch, tor mon^ does not come and move m the 
drcle of trade* For my part, I must confess, I 
never saw less stirring. My kinswoman receives 
pretty considerable sums all in quartos ; it is eop«» 
per mon^y, and as nasty as our doubles ; but as bad 
49 it is, yet it comes out of the royal treasury; il 
is delivered by weight (for how is it possible to 
dount.such sorry stuff?) and men briiig it upon 
dieir backs in large matted baskets ; when these sort 
^ payments come, the whole house is employed 
for ei^t days together in taking an accoimtof these 
^sa;tOft ; in three or four thousand crowns there 
lb not m hundred pistoles, either in gold or silver. 
' ^ey have h«re great numbers of slaves, which 
are bought and sold at great rates; these are 
Mo^s and Turks; there are 8<Mne of them yyot^ 
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four or five hiupMlFed crowps; heretofore tbey IukI 
' power of life and death over, them; a patrol 
mi^l have killed his dave aa he inij^t bate laiM 
a dog ; but it v^ thought that these harbaritiea 
did not agree with the maxims of the Christiiai 
re%ioD, and now that practice is forbid; but y^ 
ihey beat them till they cripple them, without erer 
b^ng Called to account for it It is true there kre 
but f^w masteiv Aat are thus serere; and if a SMh 
happens to love his female slaVe, and she granti 
his desiresy she becomes immediately free. A0 U^ 
iike dther domestics, it would be somewhat diiftf 
gerous to use them ill ; tiiey preteAd, for the toqltt 
part, to be of as good families, as ihe masters 0yif 
serve; and if they shorid be abused, they would 
be io a capacity to revoige themselves, ^ther bf 
Ireadierously murdering^ or poisoning them ; theie 
»re many examples of this, tlrey say, that a mik 
ouj^t not to insidt over them, becatue they aik 
jpoor; that though they are reducM to serve, yet 
ibeiy hate tiot renounced iheii* honoui^; and Apt 
they should forfeit it, if they took4>lovirs fr<mi aaj(F 
body whatever. . . ,:m 

The begganTare eten proud, and when they i^l 
an alms, it is in soi imperious and dominecriiqf 
way ; if you refuse them, it must be done ciifillyi 
iti JMying to them, Cav^llero, perdanOf nttai,mi 
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^efigo m&neia; that is^ Pardon 'me^* oavellero; I 

liav« 40 m(ft]€y. If you give them a roiqgh denial^ 

idiey \nU begin to argue with you, and underti^Le 

to prove to you^ that ybii do not deserve &at estate 

'Qod Has blessed you wifli, and will never let ybvt 

aloiie ;' but if you speak courteously to diem, they 

seem' weO enough content and desist. 

^ n[%e Spaniards are naturally genfle and kifid; 

iIm^ marry their slaves/ and if with odier slaves, 

thechHdren they have- are hot £ree> but like their 

ii&ers/ are- sutgect to the patron ; but if these 

dnldren' marry, ^thw issue sludl not be 'slaves. 

'And so it is, if a woman' slave marry a f rcie man,. 

ihcSlrvduUblren foHow ttie condition of flie father* 

Vm arfT extremely well served by these unhappy 

iritftdies; diey are hi more dil%ent, laborious^ 

ttftdhitmble; than odier servants; diere are'feVof 

Aemthat will change their rel^on. ' I have^one 

Ait isi not aboire nine years old: she is ais black a» 

jlefr, and woidd be reckoired in her own country a 

'i|9on&rftd' beauty, for her nose' is quite* flaf, her 

V]^ pro^BgiousIy thick, her eyes of a red and white 

colour, and her teeth admirable in Europe as well 

id^iiirAfiaca. • 'She understands not a word of ainy 

sAer bingtti^e than li^r own ;'*her.!name is Zayde, 

HCe have ^g6t her baptized. This. young Christian 

bv^bten soused to du-ow off her mantle, and to 
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ba quite iiakM, when Ae i»as so exposed, to ^,ir 
ihsLt I haVe hftd much, ado to bindeth^; fKom dfnng. 
so bomt; and the other, day^ wheaiwe had a great 
deal pf cojiqpany^.I'seni fpr. her; and truly. M^. 
Zayd^. was. pl^fusdd to:.appear. before them all with 
heP: litde :bla<|k: body 99 naked as she', was. borq. ^ . I 
am res(>lyed to have her. whipt^.to make .her kn<>w 
that tfai^ soft of fo^iQa^doea not please me^i for 
thefe Unb other way to midi:e her undeistaiidi^ 
^Those thai sold her to me^ .told me she was a. girl 
of qualiiy^ and die poor, child will come,ofiteai and 
fall down on her knees before me,, hold.her hand» 

^ together, cry, .and, point; towards her country;.^! 

^ would willingly'send hefr.thither, if shacoidd theipe 
be a Christian; but this impossibility obliges^me 

. to Iceep her. .' L would fain.understand her, fpr^-I* 
believe she is witty, all her actions shew it; she 
dances aftel* a fashion, 'and it is so pleasantly, that 
2iie*affi>rds us much entertainment. ' I make h^ir 

, wear white patches, with which . she is mistily 
taken." , She is dressed as they, are « at Morocco, 
that is, with a abort gown almost without any 
plaits, great shift*sleeves of £ne cloth, striped vYitb 
different, colours, like those of our Bohemians ^r 
gypsies ; a pair of stays which are/ only made bf^a 
slip of .crimson velvet with a gold ground,] and;are 
made fast at the sides with silver huckles aod but'- 
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tow, and b manlle of very fine white woolle 
flCoff, "wy large wad long, in wliich the wrapBi 
henelf^ and with oae corser of it covers her headw 
This dress is very handsoinei her short hair, which 
looks like wool, is cirt iu several phtoes, on each 
side like a half-4aoony on die crown a circle, md 
before a heart; she cost me twenty jHsWlea, my 
daughter hath made her governess of her ftnrmo* 
wet; it is the little monkey which the ArcM>idiopf 
of Burgos presented to her, t do assure jou,' 
that Zayde and the marmoset are veiy well me^ 
and understand one another extremely well. 

Put to come to other affidrs ; here is arrived a 
man, who has been fetched from the farthest part 
of Galicia, he is such a saint, that he has done 
many miracles, as it is pretended. The Mar« 
duoi^ess de los Velez, formerly governess to the 
King, was like to die, and she sent to have him 
come in aD haste, but they were so long in their 
journey, that she was weD again brfore he arrived; 
It was known what day he would arrive, and while 
she was then expecting him,\ Don Femand de 
Toledo^ who is her nephew, and had not seen 
her since his return from Flanders, because of her 
hanring been sick ; knowing that die was then much 
better, happened to go to her house much abput 
Ae time the saint of Galieia was to be dme^ 
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Ibe MarcIiKMiefls's people sec&ng liim, tsA not 
Imowing him at all, (for he had been abient aereral 
years) witiboul coonderiiig that there were few mM' 
of his age and looks so happy as to woi^k miraclet^ 
conclude, at first sight, that he wait the sidnt;' 
immediately they direw open the great door, and 
rm^ the bell for the mgpsi, as the Marchioness 
had ordered them ; all tbfe duennas and die ihaidir 
4eame to receive him with every one a wax candle 
in her hand , several of them fell upon dieir kneesy 
and would not let him stir till he had given them 
his blessing. He thought diey made a fool of 
him, to give him such a reception ; he knew not 
whether he was bewitdied, or whether he dream* 
ed; and do what he would, he could not persuade 
Umself that aU this was real ; it was to no* pur** 
pose expostulating with them, th^ paid no atten* 
tion to him at all, the noise and crowd was so 
great ; they brought their beads to touch Imn, and 
those that were far off him, threw them at his 
head, with a bundred medals fastened to themt 
The most zealous began to cut his cloak and 
his cloatfas, and now his fear began to be very 
great, lest through a desire to multiply his relics^ 
they should cut him to pieces. The Marchioness 
de los Velez, who was carried befcHre them in a 
igreat elbow chair^ came to meet the holy man; 
G 3 

^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tSCf LUTTKRS FEOM SPAIH. 

itad fruly irben she peirceiTed Ae mbtelccf, uH 
mw it was her nephew, she fell a laiighu^ so. 
Ibud and so long, that she far exceeded the strength 
every one diolight she had. When he went from 
her hous^y he came to see us, all lorn, and just as 
the devout people had left him. 

I should tell you, that all is very private and re-. 
tiJred in this court; but here is the way and man^ 
ners' according to which some particular personr 
live : in the morning as soon as they are up, they^ 
drink water cooled with ice, and presently after' 
chocolate; when dinner time is come, the master 
nts down to table, his wife and children, as I have 
already ob^served, eat upon the floor near the table ; 
this b not done out of respect, as they tell me, 
biit the lady cannot sit upon a chair, she is not 
accustomed to it; and there are several ancient 
Spanish women who never sat upon one m their 
whole lives ; they make a light meal, for they eat 
little flesh ; thei best of their food is pigeons, phea- 
sants, and their olios, which are excellent; but 
the greatest lord hias not brought to his table above 
two pigeons, and some very bad ragout, full of 
garlic and pepper, and after that some fennel, and 
a small quantity of fruit : when this little dinner is 
over, all in the house undress themselves, and lie. 
down upon thehr bedS; upon which they lay Spa*,. 



itized by Google 



tfiTTEHS FKOM SPAlNf 131 

Ush.kadier tddiia /ocQooIiie8i;.at tlua tune jm 
Bhall not find a booI in the streets ; the shops ai^ 
shut, all trades are over, and it appears as |f 
«every body were. dead. At two, o'clock in, tl^ 
^inrinter,, and at four in the sumsner, they b^in t6 
dress tfaemsekes a^imy dien eat . sweetmeats, drn^c 
either somechocolate, or waters cooled in ice, and 
afterwards^ every one goes, where they thkik fit ; and 
indeed they slay out till 'eleven^ or twelve o'clock 
at .night, I:' speak of -people, that live: regularly. 
Then the husband. and.wife go to. bed, a great ta« 
bki clotfa.' is spread', all over: die '. bed,* and each 
iastens it under. the chin ; the male andfemale dwarft 
serve up. supper, whichlis aa frugal as the .dinner^ 
fyf it is eithar;a']>heasant.hen made, iuto a ragout^ 
or some pastry business^ which bums the: mouth, 
i% is so excessively peppered-.. The |ady drinks 
hier ' belly- full of WAter, and . the gentleman . yery 
jpariagly of the wine, and whep supper b ended, 
each ^ .to sleep as wett a& they .can.. 

Tbe unmarried^ or those who observe but Uiw 
ryles^witbMtbeirjwi^s, .after they have been takii^ 
the air in the: Frado, where in the summer; diey fp 
half naked* in their coaches ; .1 ;meaii when it is 
dark, they get:a Jig^t supper, moUnt their hors^, 
and 'take a footman .behind them, they do. tUs 1^ 
they may: not Jo9e him: foregoing in die^^u^SfM 
lught .th|OM|^ so many stroeta very quick> btm 
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lAiaiiM^ footrasn^tie d^ to turn wd wmd, 4nd 

li^dw fab master f But tfaey ar« abo^ifraid of be* 

lag assanlted behiad, the footaan havkig bo <9lfaoc 

eare than to lock about him, is as it'-w^e die ceo* 

tkiel, and ready to drfend his -master. Tfaei* 

may be some that will do tMs^ bat moat o£ them 

to such cases nm away, for they are not stout ^ 

^This' ooamnal raml^e is upon the hidies acoomit^ 

Aey theft visit them, and to gain an emfMre, they 

would not neglect that opportunily, Thi^ talk to 

ihem durottgh the lattice <^ the wmdows^ scnne* 

times tiiey go into their gardens, and when they 

ean into tiidr chambers. Their pasmn is so 

viol^, that they will look the greatest dan- 

tger in die £ice; they Mill go tp the very place 

where die huriband sleeps, add I have i>een told 

tbat diey will see^one mother years tog^h^ with* 

out daring to speak one word> for feiur .of being 

Jieard. They ane ignorant in France of what it is 

to love at the rate t^iese people are said to love. 

And not to mention the c«-es, die earnest de^res, 

.|he nicety^ and die devoting of diemsekes up 

^ieven todeadi, (for the husband and r^^ns give 

^no quarters) that whjch J admire is, llieir fidelity 

rimd seisrecy; It ia never known that a cav^Uero 

-boasts^ of having received favours Irpm a lady; 

4hey speak of dieir mistresses widi so maeh vespeet 

<aod valu^i aa V ikfy were th^j^ soti^^^. JM 
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on tlie other hand, these ladies never desire to 
qbhge vay otber than their gallants, they are en- 
tirely taken np with them; and althov^ they can- 
not see them in the day time, yet tbey have oppor* 
tunify to employ several hoars about (hem, either 
inwritiBgto, orqseakingof themwidi some female 
friend who is privy to the intrigue; or else in wait- 
ing all the day long, and looking through their lat- 
tices to see them go by* In a word, from all that 
I have been told concerning these matters, I am 
persuaded that love had its birth in Spain. 

Whilst Ibe cavelleros are with their mistresses^ 
their footmen look after their horses at some dis« 
tance from the hou^e; but there are veiy often 
mpleasant mischances happen to them, for there 
being no necessary places in their houses, aD night 
long they throw that out of their vnndows, which 
idecency hinders me from naming to yon ; so Aat 
the amorous Spaniard viiio goes silently along tfaa 
street, is many times in a nasty condition 6x)m 
bead to foot; and diough at his coming out be 
fvas curiously p^fumed, yet he is forced to return 
as last as he can to change his cloaihs.* 

* Madrid, which was formerly one of the nastiest pkcet 
in Earbpe, has very lately, by command of bis present Ma> 
Jesty, Charles V. beea r^idered oae of the cleanest cities in 
finrope. 
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This is one of the greatest inconraiieiices iit 
this city, and which renders it so stinkii^ and fildiyy 
that in the morning you can hardly pass aloi^ the 
streets. I say in the morning, for the air is here 
so subtile aiid hot, that all this-^oastiness k con-^ 
sumed before noon. When a hme, or any animal^ 
dies, diey. Arpw him into the> street where he hap^ 
pfos lo be, though it were btfore the palace gate,' 
and. the next, day yoU: will find him reduced to dust^ 
Hiey are persuadedi that if ^y;did not tUow CHit 
Aeir filtb and' carrion in. this manner into tbd^ 
streets, Madrid would not be long withootttha 
plaguy, and it never is there... . ■ ^ : 

But.besidcA those ways I have now mentioned; 
tfaat»gallants have to see their mistresses/ they have 
yets others; for the ladies visit one another fre* 
quently^ and diere is nothii^.more<easy for them 
thau .to wear a veily and by the back door go into 
a cbair^ and be carried where . they^ will : and, this 
is/^thermore practicable, .because aU the women 
agree. to:JLe€|> ontf anotiber's., secrets inviolaUy» tlel 
the^e be what diflB^rences there will amongist them^ 
and let them be ever, so angry cue against^anoUlerj 
yet they never open their lips to make the least dis* 
covery ; their discretion . canqot be sufficiently 
praised : it js true indeed, the consequences 'WouId[ 
be more fatal if they did otherwise, since .th^ 
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WBoke. iiolhii^- here of murdering upon a t>aro siiii* 
pkioQ* After this maimar, the Jadies make their 
▼bits to one another; you must not go to see jour 
friend when jou'have la mind^ you must stay titt 
you are desired to come, aud the lady that has % 
mind.to be, vi«ted, writes a lelter'in.the momii^ 
and invitee you; you are ctffried in a chair which 
IS extremely large every way, and that th^y may be 
the lighter, they are made only of a' thin stuffy 
hung upon a wooden fnune;' these staffs are al«* 
ways mixed with gold and s9ver> and are Very rich; 
they have in them three great glasses^ and the top 
IS made of a very than leather ^ lined aa the rest; 
and it opens upwards, so that 'you may go in and 
out more conveniently; to eveiy chair there are 
.four bearers, who relieve one anothei:, and It 
footman carries the hat of the foremost; for let it 
be what-weadier it -will, he must not be covered , 
before his mistress.* The lady is set 'a& fast in .her 
chair, as a diamond stone in a ring; shie.weaiB 
not then ^ther mantle or veil, or' if she does, it 
has a black English £Bce s^ on it, half an;^eU deep, 
very fine and dear : tfaiis is becomii^ eaoughl She 
has also a' coach widi four nuiles, in these long 
^traces I have before mentioned, which .follows 
slowly afteir the chair, that is 'tommonfy' filled with 
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old gcBftleiiieii ushers,' and five or'nx pages, for 
eveiy iadty bas these,, my banker's wifib has two. 

The lacKes never take any of thnr women widi 
ibem ; and though' several of iiient are gouig to 
Ae same place, yet they each take 4 chair to 
Aemsehes, and do not go togetfier in any of their 
toachef . I happened the other day to be in a atop 
there was k a street, and dieie came by me £% 
chairs, and as many coaches one after another, 
they came out of die Docbess de Fries, and 
went to die Duchess d'Uzeda's hooise ; I will tdi 
9011 why they went thidier, when I have first told 
•j^outhi^ vriien the lady is come to her house where 
•she goes to visit, die chairmen cariy her as £ir as 
the anti«chamber, the stairs are made purposely 
^eiy wide and low, for die greater ease ; as soon 
as she is set down, she sratds away all her peofde 
and her cotch, and appoints them what, hour te 
«ome and feuh her home, which is usually be^ 
tween tan vod efeven a'clock, for their visits are 
ioiig enough to tire die greatest patience* 

There never come any men where th^ are met, 
« jealdpa husband would have little to do to seek 
Ins vrife 9moag them ; he wouU be laughed at, 
and they would not vouchsafe to.gpive .you aay 
iither satii^Ktson, than teUiq; bim> That she is 
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wbfire be is not Tiie good womeB are ctmning 
enough, and ikey make itte of thk liberty, for you 
must blow that e^ry bouse balfa its back doors^ 
by which diey can steal out uid nevor be seen.- 
Besides this, every ooe has a brother at hersis* 
ter's, a son at her mother's, w a nqdiew at her 
amifs, and this is another pretence diey make use 
of t^' see th^ loi^« 

Love in this countiy is vevy ingenious, nothing 
is ttegleeted to gratify ^ir passion, and the mis^ 
tress meets with fidelity ; diere are intrigues thai 
coutmue many years, and yet there has not been 
an hour's time loi^ to aocomplidi them, all op^ 
pdrtunities are improved, and there needs no-more 
after se^ng and liking one another* 
' I was some days ago at the Marchioness d'AI- 
cannizas; eiie is one of die greater and naost vir* 
tnduB ladies of the court; discoursing upon these 
matters, the very freely said to us, I must needs 
confess, that if a cavelleiro ^oald be conveniently 
alone vnth me half an hour, and did n<^ ask me all 
that a mto cpuld ask, I should resent it so h^- 
iy, that I ^ould almost be ready to stab him, if I 
couhi. << And would you grant him all thefavours 
he might ask youf (interrupted fiie Marchioness 
de Xiche, who is young and handsome). Hial 
does not follow, replied my Lady d'Alcanui^a^^ 
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on the contr^y I have rea3Qn tQ beliieve that I 
should not grant him any thing at all^ but dien Z 
could, not reproach him ivith an^diiiigy whereas 
if he made no attempt upon me I should coi»Q)ude 
he despised me. Therer are^ few, I believe', but 
what are of the same op^iiHv in this; mtk;tter.* 

There: is one thii^ I find very- extraordinaiy, 
and does not looj^ well, methinks in a Cirtkolic 
kingdom^ 9nd thait is the tolerating of men that 
keep mistresses so openly wi&put the least dis-^ 
gui^e ; it is very tFue .that they are forbid by the 
li^wsiy .but diey vafue not the iawi^* and ody 6be]|i 
their, ow^ inclinations, and yet no one offers' p> 
call them to : account, or reprove them in the 
least. These mistresses are called amancebadds-, 
though a nuin is marriedr yet he must have one of 
these creatures, and ofteto the natural children are 
brought up with die legijimate,^ in. the right of die* 
poor wife, who patiently, bears all this without sa 
much as speaking a word. It is. very seldom you 
hear of any, disturbances between husband: and 
wife, and yet seldomer that they separate, as in 
France, . Of an infinite number of persons that, I 
know here, I have only seeii the Princess Dudla 
{locca, that does not live with her husband^ but 
in a, coEivent^ the courts oi justice are not mudi 
doubled, hei^ with domestic (}uarrels» 
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It seems extraordinary to me that a lady, who 
loves, and is beloved by a cavellerOy is not jealous 
of his amancebada, she. .looks upon her as a se- 
cond wife, and believes she cannot stand in com-* 
petition with her, so that a man has his wife, his 
amancebada, and his misUess/ this last is gene- 
rally a person of quality, it is cbe that is visited in 
the night, andfor. whom they venture their lives. 

It happens scMoetiihes that a lady covered with 
her great plain mantle or vail, and not shewing^ 
mj more of her face than half an eye, and being 
ordinarily dressed, because she would not be 
known, and having no mind to take a chair, walks 
on foot to the place of rendezvous, either her 
being little used. to walk, or v^ry often, herman-f 
ner and way distinguishes her: a cavellero foUowsy 
andJbeginsto talkto her; uneasy at having sucb 
a* companion, which it is hard to get rid of, she 
addresses herself to the first she meets, and with<« 
out further discovery of hersdf, *' I conjure you,"' 
says she to him, *' to hinder diis importunate 4nan> 
from following .me any longer, his curiosity niay 
injure my alB&irs." This request amounts to al 
cdmmaoid with a brave Spaniard, he asks him 
against whom the lady xomplains, why he will 
preia upon her against her mind i and if he meets 
with an obstinate pebon, the sword must .be 
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drawn, and sometimes thej kill eadi other, with- 
4>at knowing fcMr ¥^om they have so exposed 
themsetves* In the mean while the lady makes 
die best of her way, leaviiq^ them fightii^ to* 
gether,. and goes where she is expected* But Ae 
jert IS, that very often this proves eithar to be the 
husband or the brother that asserts her cause, and 
by defending her from die porsuit of the inqiusi* 
live^ gives her an opportunity to enjoy, the em* 
faraces of her gdUaot 

Some time ago, « young lady who deadly loved 
her husband, being infinmed t&at he did not live 
so regularly as. he should, disguised h^:self, put 
on her vail, and standing in a sti^eet he used oftm 
to pass through, die espied him, and gave him an 
'Opportunity to speak to her. After he had ao* 
«Qsted her, ^e began to ihm him; and it is 
commonly in this faatnliar way ihat t)ie women in 
diis country make known their indinaticms* He 
made a proposal to h&r, which she accqyted, but 
iip<m conditi<Hi that he should not be deisirous 
either to see or know who she w«i : he pnnnised 
he would not, and so led her to a frimd of his; 
at Aeir paiting li^ assured her he thought himielf 
&e happiest of mai, and that fortune had never 
been so kind to him before, he then gave her e 
very fine ring, and begged her to keep it foe his 
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lake. I will keep and love it dearly, and will 
meet thee here agam when thou wilt; aays she to 
him, for I had as good have thy jewels as another. 
When she had aided these words, she opened 
her vail, and the husband, seeii^ it was his wife, 
was in the greatest confusion at his adventure, but 
he considered, ihat since she had so well con* 
trived « the matter as to get out of her house to 
Y^ratch him, die might also ^nd a way to play him 
some other trick less {feasant, and therefore to be 
secure of her, he app<nnted two du^mas con- 
stantly to lo6k after her, and they never left her. 

It happens also sometimes, that when a man's 
house is not near the place, where by chance he 
meets his mistress, he goes without ceremony into 
the ne%t he comes at, whether he is acquainted 
there or no, and civilly intreats the master to let 
him have a room to himself, because he has then 
an opportunity to discourse with a lady, which if 
he loses, he shall not have the like in a long time; 
&is is enough to make the master grant an ac* 
commodation to the gallant and his mistress; and 
sometimes, I assure you, it is the very wife of the 
fool that is so very commode; in a word, they 
will venture strangely for an opportunity of see* 
ing each others though but for a quarter of an 
hour. 
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: Z remember a French lady, discoursing of a 
certain man to one of her friends^ said, ^' Shew 
me an amorous man, -and 1 vfiU Aew you one 
mined." This inaxhn is verified here more than 
in any other place of the world ; a lover or a gal- 
laiKt has nothing tfiat he <:an call his own. It » 
no mattw whether she either sees, or has a real 
occffiion for a thing, it is sufficient if she does 
but' Wrely desire it^' they are never denied any 
thing, and the manner of living it enhances their 
liberality. I find them nodiing near so amiable as 
our Frenchmen, but it is said they know how to 
love at a greater rate. Besides their behaviour is 
a thousand times more respectful, nay, this ex- 
tends so far, that when a man, let him be Of 
what quality he will, presents sixty thing, <fr gives 
a letter to a lady, he kneels upon one knee, and 
he d<)es the same when he receives any thing from 
her band. ^■ 

. i 6aid I would tell you why so many ladies 
went- to the. Duchess of tfUzeda's; she is very 
amiable, and is daughter to the Duke d'Ossuna ; 
her husband has had a quarrel widi liie Prince de 
S^ano, about a lady whom they both love,' they 
drew their swords, which is likely to be of bad 
consequence/ Tlie King has eaused diem to be 
arrested, that is, they are not made prisoners^ but. 
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)ie h|tf confined them to their houses^ unless they 
privately go abroad in the night to. pursue their 
■usual amorous pleasures. And that which is- 
strange, the poor wife must not set her foot out of 
door as long as her husbanci is uaJer these con- 
finements! though it is almost constantly for some 
piece of infidelity he is guilty of towards her. 
And it is the same also, if they be banislied. Of 
sent to live ut some of their Dwn estates in the 
country, which frequently happens. In all thfe 
time of their absence their wives keep house with- 
out so much as once going abroad. I have 'been 
told' that the Duchess of Ossuna was a prisoner 
after this manner for above two years; this is the 
custom, but it makes life very dull* and tedioud. ' 

But it is not only the Spanish ladies who are so 
tired and uneslsy here, the /French find but little 
diversion. We -are in u fefw daysk to go to Ar- 
ranjues and Toledo to kiss the Queen-mother^s 
hand; i* will 'write you, dear cousin, the particu- 
lars of that small journey, and I wish, w^fa all my 
soul, I was in a condition of giving you iiwre es- 
sential marks t»f my aifectioti. ' 

From Madrid i - ... 

July 25. ' ' . 
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LETTER Xra. 



Sy my last letter, I told you, dear cousii^ tbal 
yre were to kiss the Queeo-mother's hand, I have 
had this honor, but before! conduct you thither, 
give me leave to tell you of something else. 

1 would not go from Madrid till I had sepu the 
entiyof the Marquis.de Vilkurs, he made it on 
horseback, which is the custom here, and if a itpan 
be handsome it is very advantageous for him; 
when the Venetian ambassador made his, it was 
hai^y for him ^t he was not in his coach | ^he 
had one that was worth twelve thousand crowns, 
which in goii^ from his house w^as overturned, 
atfd as k was in winter, the marie (whic^ is that 
nasty black dirt that stands in great puddles in the 
streets, and through which a horse goes up to his 
girts) so spoiled the velvet, with a gold ground, 
and the rich embroidery it was set off with, that 
it could never serve agab. I thooght it strange 
that for such usual sights as these aitries ai^, the 
ladies should all be in their balconies, in their rich 
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apftasA, wA ¥^tb the mne eipiHirtQeis aa |f it -wivi 
to «ee^ gr«»tq«t king upon $if^ ; %t <bey |»ve 
«oMt})eUtieKty, tbntth^^re^ t(> eiplbiaQe bSH 
oqca«ipi|» to diew difmielv^ ; and ps their .lov^ 
aod g^llmts Imrdly »ver ^peak to themi; noibffy tak# 
Ciu^ to^plaojB .tl)$^ coaf^ea aa ii«ar ibw nuitraflaea 
^idcoiv as tl^ ^f ^bftf ^^7 1>^7 4^ wvar .dta^ 
^j^Mife^with tb^rn by Ibmr qraa awl figgai? ; thia ia 
a j>iviQtio^>itetfia v^iy useful to tb^Si l<Ptr ^ mr 
d^atoi^diilf ,0iAa a«ot|ier!a mi^ and :^ 49 it 
mote i^ily,.1baii with Ikek yoica ; <Ms ^ffftf Im- 
gi«ige,a^Qa.to.iia^ very (ji&i^t, indfw a .pmoi^ 
w%i;Wogii«»dtoit; bitttl^aie e^ly aoqnab^ 
wiUi if;. Ahmt two ilays aiiice^ I ^9^ a girl qg 
^bQUtjwjearaoldi and a boy ^^e aapKe iigq, 
i^rbQ ipdqpitpp^iby this method to tell cpe uno^ 
ft^^PMsaod piatty :lail^« J><m Vxfde^ 4e Car- 
doiW; who olHiftrvjQd thw aa wdl i»a I^ t^it nn^ 
dfraloo^ ^6P fer .better, expteujfid to m^ ev^ry 
tbiqg tb^ wd; aod i^be ^d ^ add to the dp^ 
coiyrse of these tiifo fjUUrOitt, I .must wfxSmp 
^i|tin tluf QQUntiy, they ar^e boni ft)r Jove aa^ 
WiwlBbip. 

The Marchionesfs de Pal^ois, the .mother of 
Pop ^e^pai^ de Toledo, is one of my kip^wo- 
mao'a beat friends; she has a fi^Q hoiise call^ 
Itmo^, .upon the^aqks of l^aaapa^ md though 
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l3ak hiy is now Teiy old/ yet she neirer wa$ 
tWe^ notWithstaiMttng it is but eight leagues 
fjk)m Madrid. It is not looked upon in this 
tjomitry to act a6oof(fing to their grandeur to ¥]sit 
dieir Jands, except tliey hp in some principalifj 
4Mr (iity/atid then they csiH. them by the name 
t>f their slate/ I chid this lady for her earless* 
liess^ and nly kinswoman engi^ed tier to tnake 
<Me in the company of her daughter Donna 
l^ai^uretta« who is a little woman, p^le, lusty, 
and fair^ these three qualities are Very rare 
liere, and she is admired by every one that sees 
her ; the young Marchioness de la Rosa, .would 
also be of our company; her husband, with Don 
Femand de Toledo, Don Sanches, Sarmiento, 
and Esteve de Carvajal, went on horseback ; Don 
Frederic de Cardonna would not have failed 
being there too, had not the Archbishop of Burgos 
wrote to 'him, desiring him to come to him in all 
haste : when he told me of it, I begged him to go 
^d see the fair Marchioness de los Rios alas 
Hnelgas. 1 gave him a letter for her, in which I 
taxed her with her silence, and desired to know 
particularly how all thmgs went. 

We set forward, in two coaches, on the sixth of 
August, at ten o^cIock at .night, in the finest 
weaker that could be ; the heats were so excessive 
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that unleds we ventured our livesi it was imposnbte 
to travel in the day-time ; but the'nights are cool^ 
aiMl; the coaches are in the sununer all open; the 
sides of the coach were turiied up quite rbund^ 
with fine large Holland curtains, trimmed with 
fine EngHrii bone-lace, and tied with knp6 of 
colottred ribbon, and as they often change them, 
:diey iook very neat. We went so swift, that 1 was 
alinol^t dead with fear, least something about ouv 
^coach flhoutd breaks for it 13 certain, that we 
mi^-faave beensdl killed a hundred times over> 
before the coachman would have known any thing <^ 
.tfte matter; I fancy they, run so to make amends for 
Aeir slow goii^ in Madrid"; for even the foot-pace 
of die mules is tpo quick there, because of the bad 
pavement; the. holes, the dirt in winter, and the 
dust in summer, make the streets veiy disagreeable. 
The Marchioness ^ Palacois wore a little hat, 
trimmed witli ieadiers, according to the mode of 
the Spanish ladies when they go into the country;- 
and die Marchioness de la Rosa looked very pret(y 
49 her short close coat, strait sleeves, ^ and her 
oither ornaments, upon sight of which we cried 
out, that we thought her Mu^ Bizzarra, and 
Muy de Gala, that is, very gallant, and veiy 
splendid. • * 

It was very odd^ methinks, that diese iadies 

H 2 
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ihxNild Mi^ m,ia ^me diffiamit f\mm upmk 

MaitiiiatoBn de k rRonSB two gentliBnicn . ^bgr 
vpon the^goktei vvUch it wems 4hcy liTOugirt on 
piiijK)9e^ «uul it mm pvetty conucal to ioe tkew 
Millies gallop ^9idi dieir guittars lia^iq; ihehaid 
lfa«ir baCltB. Thifi ordiaaiy concert of wiiiic iin» 
MverdMiess ravbhing to them, aad dicy wwe ex^ 
tBremeigr cfaamied ¥rith the pleasaatneM <rf *^^ 
eoltntry m'sofine <a nigbt. Indeed, I never -atm 
womeii 00 infiutdy isailuified. 

We airived at Ammjues about five o'diock in 
^ mornnig, mA 1 was amazed ^ Its woodeffid 
aiteation; half a league on Ibis ade tbe Tagua, 
me passed over a waodeo bridge, whicb is made 
to sbttt up; aad afler that we cwsae iolo jome 
^walks of ekn and lime trees, iiiacb weae so fai|[^ 
gvaen aad idiady, that the heat of the sun is never 
fAt It is an eKtraordinary tfapig to 'find so near 
Madrid, trees so perfect in their kiiKl, for Ae 
•oil but is very barren, and they wiU not grow 
tbere ; yet, ^ear Arranjues, one -caimot 4>er- 
ceive tUs defect, for^all ^Qng the ws^, and 
snar the trees, diere are litUe pits and trenchea 
made, into which the water of Ae Tagus runa 
and moistens the roots of the trees. These 
acvenuesare so long, that ^ndien one iaintbe middle 
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«Be tsaaiot see to thes end oC^^n« Several alkgfi 
mQtam into theci^ aiid> every way make ibe pevfed 
figUN^of a ater* Fieople widk on die banks of: the 
TagiiSiSHidrXatiiara; wlttcbaretwo famous' imem 
that enmvon the island is ^lUch .Axnqoes stands^ 
and wll4ch.siqq»fieait/md»Mmter, and contrilNKtea 
nuMdi t» ks beautifidnest. To speaL tmfy, I 
iievier safir/a more deli^iM.idaoa; I muslcoiifiBaa 
dto giMrdeilft aire, too doae^ and sereral'of the ailejn 
tQ0 Mfnm^ hut 7el.it ravidMS: one to wdkdiera^ 
and' at our coming into llieai, I tecied mjraalf.int 
mem. enrbanted palace. TKe mffli|jng was ^ioqI^ 
eomti ifrilrre die Wy^ itia^a ^ ^^'^^^ mdody^ and 
dMi 'viiKiers.a pieaiantaqrinuiiiY noise : die Inraa 
and bedg^w^ane loaded^ widi eacaUeafe fiw^ and 
dM pwAeiws -WQie coiT^redi widi most^ odorifemia 
flowflss, and I €n§oyiA all dliS: ii» most {deasaftti 
company. We> bad an. order from Soni Jkdm. to^ 
bfr Iw^ed in. die casd^ so diat die Alcade ne^iwd 
U3.iRdi gmat civililpy andnmaivery can^ lo.^hasir 
usevciydinf telwasdwnioslremariKtAIe^ 'Shm 
£Mmbnn» are m dial immber, and tbere aie sa 
manj^ of dieniy dial it isnnpoasibfe to pan» dnroqi^ 
^aliqr^ togaintoan arboor^or upcoia paiteMor 
lenraci^ widiout taking notice, of five or ax.faaaeni 
statnes and nmUe basoaas; tbe qponta. du'ov Uf 
dMkrteater to mat a bo^t;, dM^asa aot UL $Nmi 
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spnngsy bat from the Tagus. Amongst others 
I Will give you an account of the fountain of 
Dian^ : it stands upon an ascent^ from whence it 
is seen at a great distance ; the goddess is in the 
middle, environed with bucks, does, and dogs, 
and every one of them spouts out wafer. A little 
lower is a circle of myrrh, cut in several iashions, 
and little Cupids peeping out half -way, • and 
through the water, against those animals, which 
stand about the fountain. The'mountaiaofPamas* 
sus raises up its head in the midst of a great 
pond,' widi A]^llo, the Muses, Pegasus's horse,' 
and a. fall of water, which represents the river 
of Helicon. Out of a rock, there issues a thousand 
several spouts of water, some launching out, others 
wmding in and out like a serpent upon the sur&ce 
of a pond; some gliding geiitly, and others, eidiec^ 
falling like flowers in the air, or else like rain. 
The fountain of Ganymede is also very pretty; 
this beautiful child, sitting upon Jupiter's eagle, 
seems frighted with its fl^ht; the bird sits pn ^e 
top of a pillar, with his* wings spread ; he throws 
^Otttthe water with his beak and his^talons: the 
fountain of Mars is near this : that of the HarjHes * 
is fine; they are placed upon very high marble 
pillars; at the fqur comers they ihrow but water 
every way ; they se^m to hs^ve a mind to drown a 
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little youtb^ w)ib sits in the middle of the fountain^ 
picking a tiiorn out of his foot. But the most 
pleasant of aH, is the fountain of Love; this little 
gqd seems to rise with his body all full of darts^ 
from every one of which, comes out a spout of 
water. The three Graces ^it at the feet of the 
god of Love ; but that which is most extraor^di*- 
nary, is the water which falls from four high trees, 
like fouptainsy whose noise is very delightful . and 
surprising, it not being natural for water te come 
out of trees. - . 

; I should be afraid to tire you, did {undertake 
to tell you the-vast number of cataracts, falls, and 
fountains of water, which I have seen here.; I will 
oply in general assure you, that it is a place worthy 
the curiosity and attention of every body. At eight 
o'clock the sun began to be too hot, and some went 
into the house, which comes far short of that 
beauty it should liave, justly to answer, all the other 
things ; and when the King goes there, those that 
attend him^re so ill accommodated with lodging, 
that either he must be contented to go there in all 
haste, and keep his court a little, or else go. as. far 
as Toledo; for there are only two bad inns, and a , 
very few private houses. If we had not taken care 
before hand for provisions, even to .bread, I am 
confident we had met with none, unless the Alca<^ 

/ - ' 
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would hav« given us sotte of Ug own. And by 
&e way I will inform yon of Ae difierence Aere 
id betWe^i tbe Alcikle and Alcalde, that so yoa 
aiajr not ccmfound diem; die first si^iifies die go* 
vetnor of a castle or place, and th^ other a segeait. 
Although die moat curious pictijreB are at die Bu- 
rial, yet I fbudd some eKcellent ones in die Kin^ar 
apartment at Armujues; it is fbmished accordhig' 
tbthe seisson wenre no^ m, that is tb say, die wifls 
are aU whki?, having oidy^ mm Aaft is very iiMT 
and diin, about three feet deep, with some lo<ft« 
lag glasses and pictures. In diis buildio^ therfe are 
abveral litde courts, whic^ tdbi* ttom ibebeiatt^ dif 
it* We eat our breal^ast aU tcg^theif, and tfafff 
persuaded me to eat some of a fruit Aey cril Fi» 
menlo, which is as long- as one^isr fin|^, but a«. hot 
m pepper; the teast bit of which puts one's moiffit 
in a flslme; tUey let it lie steeprog in vin€|^ and^ 
8ak> to ^t out die virtue. This fmit is brougiil 
into Spain growing upon a plant, and I never saw 
any^ of it in other countries where I have been.^ 
We hadim oUo, some r^qprntfr made of eoMp«r- 
tribes, widi oil, Canas)^ wme, &t pulki% »9d- 
prisons, which are excelleat here, and also sev^ralr 
sortrof fruit, whicA was «8;tnK)nltnlu% fine* Whan 
tUs repast, which was worth a dinner, ws» ended> 
we Went to bed^ and did not wdft ttgfta nntit 
about seven o'clock in the evening. The charms 
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of ibk fbce woe at new to me as if I htA aot 
man them in Ae monmig; but in pei^iciiilur^ Jl 
atiU adoQUffed tike aituaiioD^ whick indeecl nmdiflf^ 
oil w&atsoever aide one tums tbe eyes. The kkg 
is^bere, ^th hsdf a dozen of his guards^ in great 
safety, because there is no getting at hira but ovev 
bridges, which are all drawn up ; and the Xamara^ 
which in this- place swells ibe waters pf Tagns^ 
fortifies Arrai^ues. After we had walked tiU ten 
o'clock at night, we came back into a great hall, 
paved with marble, and supported with pillars of ^ 
the same, ft was aU enlightened widi several, 
branched candlesticks, sokI Don EstevedeCarvajal ' 
had privately got thither several muMcians, which 
was a pleasant sort of a surprize to us, at least the 
^Mniah ladies and my kinswoman were mightily 
del^hted wifli them. For my part I thought &ey 
9W8 too mnch iii die throat, their divisions and 
shakes were so long, that they were tedious; not 
but that dieiff voices are good, but diehr manner ot 
singing is not gocMl ; and in general in Spain diey 
4o not sing as diey do in France or Italy. Wh^ 
Slippy was dooe^ we went to the great cansd^ where 
tbereis a small galleon, painted and s^ ; we vmt 
Mbcmrd her, and tarried tiU two o'clock in the 
morning, and then we set fonrard on am way lo 
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I took notice when we came out of Arranjuesy 
that the ground was all heath «id ling i and yetliie 
air was perfumed with wild jjiid^ mother thyme^ 
with which these plains were^all covered* They 
told me there were a great many rabbits, stags, 
does, and fallow-deer, but it was not thairlfaeir 
^e to appear. Our conversaticHi was for some ^ 
time general, and for two leagues together from 
Arranjues, I did not apeak one woifd to Don Fer-^ 
nand, though he sat close by me : biit being wil- 

.ling to employ the time in thoroughly informing 
myself about all the particulars of the! cruel Inqui- 
sition, with which be had promised to acquaint 
me, I desired bim ^to let me know something 
of it, «... 

. " The Inquisition," says hey. f'has notbeen known- 
in Europe, but since the beginnii^ of the thirteenth 
century. Before that time, the bbhops and civil 
magistrates enquired after hereticis, andeidierccm- 
demned them to banishment, or' to the forfeiture 
of their goods and estates, or else, to some others 
penalties, which never almost extended to death ^ 
but the vast number of heresies which appeared to- 

.9B^ds the end of the twelfth s^e, caused that tri- 
bunal to be established. The pope sent several 
veligi^tts persons to the Catholic princes and bi- 
shops, toei^horttfaem to lake an extraordinary cara 
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in die extirpation of heresies^ and to brjog obsti- 
nate heretics to panishment : and thus thbg? c<h^ 
tinned till the year >1250. 

'^ In the ye^.l£51. Innocent IV. authorized 
the. Dominican friars, with the assistance of the 
Bishops, to jtake cognizance of this sort of crime*. 
Clement IV. confbined these tribimals in the year. 
1£6^* Afterwards, there were several courts erected 
in Ital^, and in the kingdoms whichf were depen*. 
dent t>f the crown of Arn^on, till such time that 
the Inquisition was. established in the kingdoms of. 
Castille, in the reign of Ferdinand and Isabel, and 
after that in Portugal, by King John IIIc in. the. 
year 1552*- 

*\ To that tinie the inquisitors had a limited, 
power, and it was often contested by the Inshi^,. 
to whom the cc^izance of heretical crinies b&-r 
longed. According to the canons, it was contrary 
to die. redes of the church, for priests to sentence 
miy criminals to death, much more for those crimes 
which the civil kws often, punished, with far less 
severe penalties : but ancient right yielding to Dew 
powec, the Dominican friars, by the pope's bulb, 
have been for th)ese two ages, in possession of thiss 
extraordinary jurisdiction ; from which the bishops^ 
have been excluded; the . inquisitors now. only 
wanted the autfaori^. cC the prince, to enable th^ 
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de Torquemada, her conleMff^ idHi JiJ t en it aiJ aw^ 
Apiaiy msda ber j^Tomno hion to pet9$txkf& aHf infi- 
ita ttai htft^Bf tf soofi 90 H sboidkl telil bet 
pertrerto do so. Sbe profiled oferF^^oMfi^ her 
fiiuilMmd^, to obtado, ki (be year 1493, bulb from 
pope Sixtttt lY. to comtiiute «& itiquttHtor general 
oter tfie kiogdoms of Affiigoti atid Yafenthiy fiir 
^MO two kingdoms were Us fee, held nl eapiit: 
md it is to be noted^ that FercBiiiiid diqiosed of 
Ae places in hb esteles, and Isabel of diose that 
were in ber^s : buttheQaeengoilihispfaiceftvTor-^ 
quemada. Afterwards the pope extended hiajiirisi* 
Action ote# all die states and countries of Ifae Ca- 
tfacAc Kings, and then Ferdinand and laabri ests* 
blisbed a supretne conndl of tbe inqniskion^ of 
which tfkey made him president. It is eompoaed 
of an inqimitor general, (who is nominated by the 
King of Spain, and ccmfirmedby the pope) or fife 
coonscAlors, whereof OMe is to be a DominiaKi, 
by a privilege granted-to ttns ordtf, in the year 
iei6> by Philip III, of a ptocarator, two secie^ 
tihries of die Kb^'sdiamber, twosecretariesof die 
ixmttcil, te Mga^aSk mayor, a receiver, two r»*' 
]Mter8, and two qnafifieaton, and mwiltors. 
Tte nnikilM t« «iie fimnlilltMdimdloaicert is 
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ynty gmV hecwme dU ihat bebag to tJbe m^pnB** 
tion beiagr not nibjeet t»^ cr triable bf angr other 
jonsdictoa^ sfaehtiir tb^raolfes from ^ onSosr^ 
cottrts of jos^HCc* 

^ The suprone cotncfl hidi a fnD aod sole an^ 
dntity €nrer the od^r inqoirilbiiSy nAoch cannot 
perform any auto or execution^ mdioat leofft 
fiKMn die Grait and General hquitttor* The 
porrici^ hnfouiiioan are thoae^ of Sevfle, T<dedo^ 
GrmmitL, CorAyni, Cueaca, VaUadolu^ Marda^ 
]>erenay Logromw/ St; James, Saragassai \2i1mm' 
tM, Bsrcdona, Mi^ca, Saidinia, Palermo^ the 
€aaiuri<i^ Mexico, Carthagtaa, and lima. 
- '' Every one of dieae lo^nifiddnB are compoied 
X>f three inquisitors, three secretaries, one aigtia- 
ai uajpfMT, and <tf three receivers^ qoalifieatoffSy and 
censntosn* - 

/' Att parsons that take any of these emplojF* 
iMBti mpm dMn, ave obliged to make dot Am 
proofs De causa Limpiaf diat is, that thek family 
is Mt sliined widi any ddng of Jnd^sm cmt He- 
nsgr, and that dief are Cadiolics from the b^;in* 

^ Umi psooeadbiis of * diis trttumal are feiy mii* 
HSoaL A flMn i» arresled and Ues in prison, witk* 
Oit kaoirkiB die crioM he is accused of, or dHi 

him. He'< 
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come out from thence, unless he will own ^4fie 
fault, of which, often be is not guilty, and which 
die desire of liberty forces him to confess ; for 
they do not pqt one to death for the first time ; but 
then the family is marked with infaniy; and this 
first jiulgment makes the persons iiicapabk of an^i 
employment. 
. . *i There is no confronting of' witnesses, nor 
^ny means for a man to defend himself, because 
this tribunal above all things alSects an inviolable 
secrecy. ' It proceeds against all Heretics, but 
chiefly against judaizing Christians, and secret 
Afahometahs, with whcmi the expulsion of Jews* 
and MtK>rs by Ferdiiiand and Isabel^ ha? filled aUU 
Spain« ' . . . . , . , 

\ "The severity of this court was so excessive,: 
that the Inquisitor Torquemada tried above an 
hundred^tl^ousand' persons, of which six thousand 
were condemned to be burnt iiitbe compass of four-^ 
teen yiears, ... 

. '< It is. pretended thait the sight' of so many; 
criminals condemned to so terrible a death; without 
ai>y regard either to their sex or quality, confirma, 
and. koeps the people in tho, Romi^^ rel^on ; 
and that it is^the Inquisition abne^ tluit has Inn-- 
dered the most wicked heresies from spreading 
themselves in Spain, even in that time -when alL 
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Burape was infected, with them.' ' For this .reason, 
the Kings have, given such, arbitrary, audiorit)^ to^ 
thiff tribuimly wUcb is called the* Trit]tuiial of the . 
Holy Ofiee. > : > 

. <^ The gaaerat acts of &e« I«iqui£stiotf, which. ' 
by the greatest* part of Europe^ are' looked upon ' 
only as a bare execution of crinnnals amongst the 
Spaniards, are^ esteemed' a' religious ceremony^ 
by which his Catholic Majesty gisres ipuUic proofs 
of Jiis s^Lfor religion c and^therefbre,. are called ■ 
by them Autos -de jRf, Acts: of Fai^ : common- 
ly they are performed dther at the accession of 
the Kings to the crown/ or at their coming- to • 
age, that so 'they m^y be the more' authentic. 
The last was in the year 163^, and there is one- 
HOW making ready for the Kii^s marriage. As 
there has not been one for a long time/ so there- 
are great preparations making to render this as «o-t 
lemn and as magnificent as it is possible for t^iose 
sort of ceremonies to be. One of the counsellors 
of the Inquiidtion has already drawn a project 'of 
it, wlach helms sh^ed me.' Here are the cost- 
tents of it. • 
. " In the great place at Madrid/ there Bhall- 
be a theatre erected ^fifty feet long; it shall Jbe' 
laised as'lbigb aV^e balcony designed for'the Kiiig;^ 
aaddO'h^hW^ - * .• i ; 
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^ On ibe. iigfat aide of the Eii^s hJgMBf, 
quito atom die dmtre, there dhaD he meecl an 
aaiphilheBlWy of tvei^y-five oi thirty stope, dfe^ 
sigiied for die council of the InquisiliM^ mi 
Ibe^olher couiicib of Spam; oa dar uppermost 
of yMxk shall be fhasd the chws: under a ca- 
V0ffy, for the general lufmaitor, a. grost deal 
hi^ than Ok King's bakoBjr. On ttub left (xT 
dm theatre and the King^s bdconf » there dudl he 
anodier ankjAitheatre; as fai^ as the ftst^ upon 
iiil^ die crinsaials diali be phced. 

'^ II die- onddle of die preat dietttye there 
shtll be" nused anodic very litde mie, en whidi 
shaH be made, two c^s^ where die crimniab 
shell be kept while their sentence is iteadii^. 

* ** There iMt be likewise placed iq)oa die gi^t 
^bottre three chaiifiii for die readers of the judg- 
ment, and ft^ die preadkr, before ^osa thorn 
shall be an altar erecled. 

• ^ IW pbcea for their Cadn^ Majesties 
dhall be so orde«e4 diat die Queen sl»lt be on. 
d«e left hMd of die King, mal on the ti|^ of 
die Queen modier. AH the Queen's,. hidiee of 
hondf^ AM take up die lesl of the tepgl^, eiseiy 
wsgr 4^ the same betpony: time rfiatt be <ither 
bfdconi^ prepaied fov die mimmioM^, the loidi^ 
and ladies of die court| and scaffabls fm the 
people, 
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<' The oeremooy dhftil begin by 9l procem^p 
from St. 'Mbjj^ chordi: A hundred* charco^t* 
men, «rtiii^ mtk {Mkc» and iiiu8kefs> flhail oiarcii 
before^ beeatne diey provide tte wood which u 
to bora tliose ' who are condemned to the fire. 
Next diem dttdl follow die Dbmiduans, with s 
'White crow caanied htSote them: the Dnbe de 
Medimi' Cell dudl cairf the standard of the In« 
^mritioo, a€tMr£ttg to a priviiega &8t is h^edita-* 
ty fO his fiunily. This sti^dard is of red damask ; 
on one side of it is rqfnrestoted a naked 8Word> in 
acrown <tf lanret; and on the otiier flie arms of 
Spani. 

'' jSfter which eliail be' ou-ried. « green cross, 
wrapped abont mdk blade crape; and after it 
Shidl- march sevenH grandees atid other persons 
of quality of the Inquisition, covered wkh cloaks, 
lilat hate black and white crosses upon than, 
endxroidered widi gold thread. The march shdt 
be brought up by fifty haRiercBers or guards tO" 
the IdquisitioB, cloathed in black and white, and 
<^onnnanded by the Marquis de Pouar kerecfitary 
protector of ike Inqubitton of die kii^om of 
Toledo. 

" After flie procession has in ifcis order passed 
by die psdace, it shall coine to the great place f 
the standard and the green cross shaH be fimi 
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upon the altar^ and Uie Domuiicaos only shall re- 
main upon the tbefttre, and spend part' of th<e nighi: 
in singiiig psahns ; and as soon as day breaks, they 
shall celebrate several masses upon the altar, 

''Hie King, the Queen, and the Que^n-motber, 
and all the ladies, HKUst be ^ th^ balcgpies about 
seven o'clock in the monuog; at ^bt, the pro* 
ceasiofi shall begin to march, as it did the d&y be- 
fore, by the company of charcoal*men, who shall 
place themselves on the left-hand of the Kin^a 
balcony, the right shall be. for his guards. After- 
wards, several men shall bear certain paste^boord 
effigies as big as life : some of them representing 
those who died in |)rispn, whose booes shall tiso 
be carried in coffers, with flaoies painted round 
them, and the rest shall represent those who hav^ 
escaped, and who have been condemned for con 
tiimacy : these %ures shall be placed at one end 
of the theatre. After that, their sentence shaU 
be pronounced, and they shall be executed. 
; ** But I should tell you, added he, diat the su- 
preme council of the Inquisition 4s more absolute 
than all the otiiers. It is. believed that die King 
himself has not power to release those who shall 
be accused befcMpe it; because this tribunal ac- 
knowledges the pope only to be above it; and 
lluit ^ere has been a time when upon some occa^ 
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Aons, the King's power was found too weak to-cdh- 
tend with that of the Inquisition. Don Di^o Sar- 
miento is inquisitor general ; he is a f ery honest 
and good man, and is about sixty years pf age. 
The King nominates the president 'of the InquiaKri 
tion^ and his holiness confirms him : biit as for the 
inquisitors^ the pi^sident proposes them to the 
King, and after he has approved of them^ he then 
puts them in their places. 

K *^ This tribunal takes cognizance of every tUng. 
concerning the. faith,, and it is absolutely invested 
both M^ die pope's and the King's authority; 
there U no jippediog from its judgment ; ahd die 
^o and twenQr tribunals of the. Inquisition, which 
are in';aUitbe estates of Spain, and which depend 
upon this at 'Madrid, every idobA reader aa ac- 
coimt to it, \9f their finances tod revenues, and 
every year of iheir causes fltnd criminals: but those 
of die Iiidies and ih^ other distant places, only^ 
give to account at the end of ev^ry year* As to 
the j>taces ,^ these inferior tribunals, they are fill- 
ed by the general Inquisitors, with the approbatioo 
ef the j^itocjUoTS. /It would be pretty difficult to 
be able precisely to reckon up tl)e number of the 
officers, .which belong to .th^ Inquisiliou; for in 
Spain ,a)on0,' there is above* two and twenty thou- 
sand 'Ftouliars of the Holy Office. They are 
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cdled bjt tins naihe^ because they are as li w«re 
spies^ scattered ap and dowB every yvb/ere, wko 
are coatiiiitaUy gii^dg true or^ ftJae iuforraatiaD. to. 
the Inqubkioii, opon- wllicb* those are s^ked wad^ 
taken ap, ivhom ihey acquBe;^^ 

Whilstlrith Ibe i^eatei^ atteatioii I wtis Usteni^ 
to Dool BerBaad^ Mie MarcUoness de Palsieok' ki* 
tinriipted us, to let'iis Icoow thatr we iirera cQtt« 
near Toledo, and that cexttan old riuas of tm vt^ 
cisat castb vvhidh we saw uponr out toft Band^ 
wci?e those o£.aii encbanibed pabtis. I setmedrfQ) 
SUm Fmnnd to doubt of What she lAnDsd^ u^^ont 
^iriiich he sdid^ ^ Ybit nug^ thiidc: inlmt yon pl^isi^ 
but certahi it is^ that there: hi foe it ir verf aoeieafr. 
trftcKcbn in das ooontrji; aiid mo&eoireff,. tiMsyf pie- 
tend Aat Amre is a oave shat np^ rad a propheagu' 
inliieh direateiied %)aiawidi the. greatest usem%. 
li^hencTer thm ca^e should^ be qMndt ' Evtiy bo** 
dy ternfi^ miik iHak threat, had ss mhidio 4&aw 
upon themselvea ^ sad effscts of it^ so that dm 
place did for several s^^es reiiMHft veiy dose. Bat 
Don Rocb^ue, the King', h^ eredidotiBi, or aio^ 
dEirions, cansed it to be opened, vpo^whidi tftem. 
were heard most tenriMe n<nses; ofi^ bod^ 
thought dnft Ae very etemaits theKtsekesj' w»rs 
gobg hrto confiifflon, there was- so Tideirt a tsiiH 
pest. Hib cM not hinder hinr ficom going irta 
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it, -where Iv^ the %ht of sevend flamheaux, he s^w 
tfae.figures of 4ivers men, whose cioalbs and arw 
were wry atoqge. There was 0m wbd held a 
^opi^er bl^e in his'hand^i and iipoo it was writtioi 
u^ Aral^i diat the tonf^ dr#w near iqt the^deao^ 
ticoi of ,S|ft^| a»d4iat'ifaefKeisoi»% whp»e statuai^ 
wafe Ibei^Qi vrould ere long, ^me/' J^.c^^er w^ 
in apy plafllSi sigd I, s^lilii^'wbere Ui^ relied iN> 
aoemch igprfa^vl^iis Mms m th^ do jai Sfiajua. 
''iS^^j-a^/Vt^Ued h^, '< 4bat th^e never w^i 
pupsjr jH^^fSiP so H>er^du}o<is as;you; aod io le^ttg 
3^«^l^«iy)rjs I xti^Q^ think I shi^dd alter jiour 
jHclpngnt ; h««t a9 in^ m 019^ ^^^ he ^asw^ed 4^ 
^ fthjug ly tii^ [tiw^pw^ <>f m^, ^ ftfirj k 
ojediWe/' 

Jt ^as now light #^o|fgb>.Ji^^ pljMf4y tg «i|br 
4^rv^. jaU ^ i^^iBtP of tta^ OQiintry. , !We p^ifia^ 
the Tasas jover .a very laige and jBpe hi^dgfiiy of 
frhidi I iiad^^ard^ and. a little time aft^t wedjak 
covered ToMo # ^rr^vkfoded with I#b fnd fpf^ 
vikifh isomnynd it These are v^ neat imm 
rhiviifciimarii^ttho^erQcl^j dfs^d fdr theplear 
«Hre/<^.'SiGdibi^! tha ^|:b]i^s}|op pf Toledo Im 
Me >thi^ei;> where li^ igcies v^iy ofte^. TM e^ 
ftands vponithe rooky Ihe uHe^envass of whi^h m 
diyecs pfece?, eoadfihulea to foalke itl^ ^lyi lofw ; 
Ae^atreetS'^ mrcovr, badly fw^y wti .trMiUtr 
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some, >vhich b tlie reason that allthe people of 
qualify there^ go eitfaier in chairs or ^ters.. And 
as Ve were in'ouFToach, we took up diir quarters 
in die I^a*major/ tecsfiise it b the only part to 
which one can pass in^th a coacbi As sobii aa we 
were artived, i^ st6|»fied' at "fte hosf^ital of Fimt, 
whicb §taii^ in iSAJe siib^bs, wfaose buildit^ dOI^ 
aists of thre4 ^ei^y ' within which' 'ili a larg^ s^are 
i^otirt; the'diilrcfa liitiikcss'np ihc^^isotith »d^, and 
^ere we liea^d mass. ' ^l^is fao0}^tal Wa^^buSt Ij^ 
an archbishopc of '.Tol^o, whose molnifnent and 
'atatli<^ in mairbie are iti dl^inidsl of the body of 
"lihe chffrch: the walb of ^idie cky were rebuilt b; 
tiie. Mx)ors. '. Oft the sides stand a great many lit^ 
tie towers, which heretofore served to defend it^ 
aiid h' would be. a strong place, beii^ ablest ^en- 
't^f^mpiiSstA with the Tagus; and having e&trtme 
de^ ditches, did not die adjacent hills command 
it, froih wb^ce it Were easy to batter 'it down. It 
wiis not eight o'clock when We jgotthere, and we 
would spend the reit of the moniing in seemg Ae 
tliunch, which, asit is said, is the 'tih^sUn' Em^pe^: 
the Spaniards call -it Itdy, "^hetfaerittt u^t>ii imo 
count oif the relics whioh are there, or foT'SOsne 
other reason, which fh^y did not tell 'me, 1 know 
not : if it was as loDg aiid as high as it is broad> it 
would be miicb betferv It'is beautified with divers 
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-chapels as big as churches ; they all shine with: 
gold and paiiitings ; the chief of which are those 
of the Virgin, St. Martin, St. James; Cardinal 
Sandoval, and the Gonnestable de Luna. In the 
choir I saw a mcfae, or hollow place, from 
^ence it is pretended there issued out for several 
days togeAcr a spring of water, with which the 
soldiers and citizens quenched their thirst in the 
. time they maintained the sieges against the Moors, 
'when they were half dead with Ifairst. Without 
digressing from my subject, I must tell you, that 
in the city there is not so much as a well or' a 
spring, and that they fetch all their water from the. 
Tagus, which is so very troublesome, that one 
would wonder how Toledo comes to be so full of 
people as it is.' Near the entrance into the diurch, 
ther^ is a marble pillar, wbicli they reverence, he-: 
cause the holy Virgin appeared upon it to St. Al- 
phonsus. It is Enclosed with an iron gate, and 
through a little window they kiss it, and upon it 
there is. written, Adorabimus in loco uhijieterunt 
pedes ejus. Between every canon's seat there is a 
marble pillar, and the sculpture of the church is 
fine and curiously wrought. I was amazed when 
I saiw the treasury. There must be thirty men to 
carry the tabernacle upon Corptis-Christi day. It 
is made . of silver, gilt, and there is exquisitely^ 
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abimdance of ai^eb and clierubioiaK ' Within tius 
ifaereis also atiotlier of mmay gold, wad m^ a 
Tist quantity of precious stooei, Ihat their value is 
inestimable ; the chalice^, the patins andtbe pjx^, 
«re no leas beautiful. Indoecly ^^^ thii% sbinea 
there with great diamonds »id oriental.pearla ; tJbe 
sun, where the hejy sacrament is k^ty the crowns 
and robes of the Virgm are the most qpl^idid 
thiiipi I evar saw in mjr days. But indeed, ihia 
archbishoprick:]3 so ^very rich, that ittis^but just 
every thii^ should be answei^Ie to it. I j>ave 
todd yoi^ dear cousin, that the archbishop of JBur* 
gos informed me, that the t^ishpprkk -of To^^sdo 
|N-oduced three hundred and ifty thouaand.orowns 
a year. I piust no.w add, 4hat die revenue .of the 
'chui;ch itself, i^ a hundred thousand crowns; the 
forty canops, [whigh liave every pne t thoutend ' 
crowns; the^rand arch-deacon, forty thousaiid; 
three arch-deacons, the .first of whom has fifteen 
thousand; the second twelve thousand; and the 
third ten thousand; and the dj^sin ten tfaoujsand 
qrowns a-yeftr. 

There is, beside^ an (infinite number pf chap- 
lains, clerks of jthe chapel,. .and other per^pns, tQ 
"^om daily allowances are given. 

There is the chaplain-mayor of the clu^l de 
los Rios, who enjoys twelve thousand crowns 

Digitized by VjOQQ IC 



L£Ttfeirs VROietf SPAIN. l69 

atjear, and six otfacArs that are Xifider liim^ have a ' 
^ousasd crowDs per HQniitn* 

After we had ^nt a great deal of tkne incoB^ 
^iderio^ the fine things with which tfak court was 
fiUed, we -resolved to return to our inn/ where we 
had left our coadi ; an^ just when we were going 
away^ there came to us an almxHier and a gentle* 
man that belonged to Cardinal Porto Carrero^ 
who sent them to comphment us, and to assure 
lis, that we must by «o. n^eaas lodge any where 
hjit at the archbishop's palace. They chiefly 
addressed ;themselves to the Marchioness de. Pala- 
cois, who was near a-kin to him^ and wlio 'ear- 
nestly desired us to go thither. We excnsed <bur- 
selves upen our iieing in such disorder^ ttot having '>■ 
bad any sleep that night, and being in an undress. 
She ordered her son to go to the cardinal, and to ' 
beg him to accept our excuses. Don Fernand 
returned in a moment, attended with abundance 'of 
l^es, some of whom brought umbrellas of gold 
and silver brocade. He told us diat his 'eminence 
Very much desired we would go to his house> and 
that he had shewed so much concern at our r^- ' 
fixsal, ihat indeed he had promised to bring us; 
and thereupon he commanded them to fetch um- 
brellas to defend us from the sun, and that they ' 
had watered the place which we were to cross 
<rpm the church to die palace. And immediately 

VOL. II. ^ I Digitized by Google 



170 LBTTEBa FBOMSPATN. ^ 

'we saw two mules drawing 'a littlb cart, in wiiicfa 
there was a tub full of water ; and we were told 
that as often as the cardinal comes, to the church, 
it is the custom to water the way* 

The arcUbiishop's palace is veiy ancient and 
large, most richly furnished^ and ereiy way suit- 
able to the person who possesses it. We w^e 
conducted into a very fine apartment^ where im- 
mediately they brought us diocolate^ and after- 
wards all sorts of fruits, wine, water, and odier li* 
quors cooled with ice. We were so sleepy, that 
afti^ we had eat a little, we b^ged 4:he Marchio- 
nes9 cle Palacois to see the cardinal, and to ex<*. 
cuse u4 to him, if we deferred giving ourselves the 
honor of waiting upon him, for that we w^e not 
able ai^ longer to live without sleep. And in- 
deed; tbe yooj^ Marchioness de la Rosbl, my 
kinawomin^and myself, chose to go to bed, and 
in the. evening we dressed ourselves to see the 
Q^eenrmother. 

The Marchioness de Palacois, who had always 
b^en extremely devoted to her, went to the Alca- 
car,. which is the name of the castle, and made 
her a visit whilst we slept ; so that she told her 
she would give us audience at eight o'clock in the 
ev^inng. .This was the first time I dressed accord- 
ing, to the Spanish mode. 

I do not think there can be a more troublesome 
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dress; your shoulders must be squeezed so that it 
hurts you : you cannot lift up your arm, nor can you 
hardly get it into the sleeve. I had on a farthingale 
of a prodigious bigness, (for you must wear that 
in the Queen's presence) I knew not what tp do 
with myself widi this strange invention; there is 
BO sitting down in it, and I believe if I were to 
wear it all my life, I should never be reconciled to 
it. My head was dressed after the Melene fashion ; 
that is, the hair all spread Over &e neck, and tied 
at the end with some nonpareil ribbon, this is a 
gt'eat deal "hotter than a patine ; so that being now 
ib the month of August, and in Spain^ you may 
easily guess how I pass away my iSme. But this 
being a 'ceremonial dress of the head, there was 
nothing to be omitted upon such an occasion ; be- 
sides, I wore their pattens, which are more fit to 
break a person's neck than to walk withl When 
we were all in a condition to appear, for my kins- 
woman and my daughter were both also dressed 
after the Spanish fashion, we were led into a cham- 
ber of state, where the cardinal came to see us; 
his name is Don Luis J^orto Carrero ; he may be 
about two and forty years old ; he is very^vil, is 
of a sweet complaisant temper, and hdth well 
learned the polite breeding of the court of Rome : 
he stayed an hour with us, and afterwards there 
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«ra6 served up to us a very pleol^l meal.; but 
every thing was so full of amber, that I never 
tasted any sauces sq rich and less pleasant. I Ian* 
cied myself at this table^ like Tantalus in the 
midst of victuals^ and yet starved mjh hunger, be- 
cause I could not eat ^ for either all the meat was 
perfumed, or else full of safirpn, garlic, onion, 
pepper, and spices: but with searching about, I 
found some jellies and white meats^ which were 
admirable, and with which I saved myself harm-! 
less. There were also brought to table a ham of 
bacon, which came from the frontiers of Portu- 
gal^ and wbich is better than either those they 
boast so much of at Bayonpe, or those of Mentz : 
but it was spread all over with certain little com- 
fits, which in Frairce \\e call nonpareil, the sugar 
of which nouelted into the fat; it was drawn full of 
lemon-peel, which abated much of its goodness, 
^e fruit was the best and pleaisantest thing one 
can see, for whole trees, with their fruit, were 
iced over with sugar after the Italian way; you 
will easily believe the trees were not very large. 
There were orange trees thus ord^ed, with small 
artificial birds fastened in them. There were like- 
wise cheriy-trees, raspberry and gooseberry bush* 
es, and others, set in little cases of silver. 

We did not sit long at table, because the hour for 
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Meing the Queen was near ; we were carried thi^ 
tiler in chairs^ though it Is at a considerable dis-^ 
tance^ and very much up hill ; for the Alcacar v» 
built upon a rock of a prodigious hei^t, and thle 
prospect is admirable; Before the gate there is a 
large square^ afterwardis you enter into a court < an 
hundred and* sixty* feet long, and- an hundred and 
Airty broad/ adorned with two rows of piazzas^ 
ten^ rows of the pillars which made the length; 
were all of one entire stone ; and the breadth had 
e^ht rows of pillars, and this 'made a fine shew* 
But that which pleases me much bett^, is the 
stair-case at the bottom of the >court/ which is 
an hundred and thirty feet v^ide, like the court. 
After you have gone up some steps it parts in two> 
smd to speak the truth, I believe it to be one of 
the finest in Europe. We went through a great 
gallery, and vast apartments, but met in them so^ 
few people, that it did inot look as if we could have' 
met with the Queen-mother of Spain there; she 
was in a great hall, whose windows were all open/ 
and which had a prospect to the valleys and the 
river. The hangings, cu^ons, carpets, and'^cano- 
py were all of grey cloth ; the Queen was stand- 
ing and leaning upon a balcony, having in her 
hand a great pair of beads. When she saw us 
idle turned towards us, and received us with a veiy' 
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cheerful countenance. We had t^ honor to kjss 
her hand; whidi is extremely delicate: she 10 s^py 
pale, her complexion pure, her face a little long 
and flat, her looks are agreeable, and her stature 
ifl of a middling size ; she was dressed as all the 
widows in Spain are, that is, like' a nun, witlioiat 
so much as we hair appeso-ing; and th^re are 
many, (though she is not of that numb^) who 
cause all their hair to be cut off when they lose 
their husbands, for a greater expr^sion of thm 
grief. I observed that her gown was tucked up 
^uite round, that it mi^t be let down as it weal's 
out ; yet I do not believe she prattisea this, but 
auch is dm fashion of the country. 
. She asked me how loi^ I had been come from 
France, and I gave her an account; she ^iquired 
if they, discoursed th^ of a niarriage between her 
spn and Mademoiselle d' Orleans, and I told her 
no ; then she said she would i^ew me her picture^ 
which was drawn from that the Kii^ her son had, 
and she desired one of the ladies,, who was an old 
duaina, and very ugly, to bring iu It was drawn 
in water colours, about the size of your hand, in. 
a box covered witfi black sattin, and lined with 
green velvet. ^' Do you find, said she, that it is. 
like her ?? I assured her that there were not any of 
her features; for indeed it seemed to squint, the face 
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was awry^ and there <:oidd not be any thii^ less 
resembling a princess so perfect as mademoiselle. 
Sh^ asked me whether she was more or less hand- 
some than this picture. I told her she was hand- 
somer beyond comparison. *^ The King, my son, 
then, replied she, will be pleasantly cheated, for 
he believes this picture is just like her, and no one 
can be better satisfied dian he is with her. For 
my part, her eyes diat look askew were trouble* 
some to me, but to comfort myself, I considered 
that she had a great share of wit, and divers other 
good qualities. Do not you remember, says she, 
to the Marchioness de Palacois, to have seen my 
picture in die late King's diamber ?" '^ Yes^ 
^ madam, answered die Marchioness, and very well 
remember also, that as soon as we saw your Ma- 
jesty, we all wondered extremely how the painter 
could do you so much wrong." ** That is what I 
would have said to you, replied she, for when I 
arrived here, and cast my eyes upon that picture 
which they said was smade for me, I in vain tried 
to believe it, but I could not do it.*' A little fe- 
male dwarf, but thick as a tun, and no taller than a 
good big mushroom, cloathed all in gold and 
silver brocade, with loi^ hair hai^ng down to her 
feet, came in, and kneeling before the Queen, 
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zAed' her if she would please to have su{^^; 
upon which we offered to withdraw^ but she told 
us we might follow her, and she went into a 
parlour all of marble, and sat down to teble 
alone, and we all stood round her. Her maids 
of honor, with the camera-mayor, who looked 
very sad, came to wait on her. I saw some 
of them, which methiidcs were very handsome ; 
they talked to the Marchioness de Psdacois, and 
told her, that they were horribly tired with that 
sort of life ; and that they lived at Toledo, as if 
they were in a desert. These were called Da-- 
mas de Pajacio, and they wear pattens ; but. for 
the little Menines, thjey wear shoes quite flat; these 
ftre children of the highest quality, and neither "wear 
cloak nor sword. 

There were several dishes brought before the 
Queen, the first were melons cooled with ice, 
and some sallads and milk, of which she eat plen- 
tifully before she touched any of. the flesh, which 
looked bad enough. She did not want a stomach, 
imd she drank a little pure wine, saying, ^' That 
was tQ digest her fruit." When sha called for 
drink, the .^rst Menine brought her a cup covered 
upon a salver, and kneeling, gave it to the canie^ 
rera, who also kneeled when the Queen took it 



yGoogk 



LSTTEBS FROM SPAIN. 

from her hands: and on the other side, a la^Lof 
the palace presented on her knee a napkin to me 
Queen to wipe her mouth with. She gave some . 
dried sweetmeats to Donna Marguretta/de Pa-^ 
hhois, and to my daughter^ saying, ** They must 
not eat much of such things, because they spoiled 
the teeth of- youi^ girls." She asked me many 
times how the Most Christian Queen did, and 
how she diverted herself; she said, that she had 
lately sent her some-boxes of amber pastrils, some 
gloves, and some chocolate. She was above an 
hour and an half at table, speaking little, but 
seemed merry aiough. We desired to know her 
commands for Madrid, whereupon she expressed 
a great deal of kmdness and civility, and after diat 
we took our leave of her.** 

. It' cannot be denied, that this Queen has abuft-' 
dance of understanding, as well as coun^e and 
virtue, to bear as she does so tedious a banish-» 
ment. 

I must not foi^et to tell you that the first Me^' 
nine brings the Queen's pattens and puts them on^ 
this is so great an honour in this country, that 
they would not change it for the best place be- 
toi^ng to the crown. When the ladies of the pa- 
lace marry, and with the Queen's consent, she 
adda to their portions fifty thousand crowns, and 
I 3 
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commonly some government or. vicejoyalty is 
given to their husbands. 

When we came back to 4he cardinal's house, 
we found a threatre prepared in a prodigious greaft 
room^ and abundance of ladies on one side^ and 
caveUeros on the other^ and that v/hich seemed 
very strai^e to me was a damask curtain which 
was drawn all the length of the room to the very 
theatre^ and so prevented the men and women 
from seeing one another. They only waited for 
us to b^in the comedy of Pyramus and Thisbe ; 
this was a new play^ but the worst that^ I have yet 
seen in Spain. Afterwards the comedians danced 
very weD^ and the diversion lasted tUl after two 
o'clock in the morning. 

There was given ah el^ant supper in a great 
haU; where there were chvers tables^ and when 
the cardinal had placed us> he went back to the 
eavelleroSy who had die same things on their tdde* 
as we bad. There was an excellent Italian con*- 
cert of music, for his eminence had brought with 
him musicians from Rome, to whom he gave 
large pensions. ^ It was six o'clock in the morning 
before we could retire to our apartment and as 
there were divers things for us yet to see, instead 
of going to bed,, we went to the Placa-mayor, 
which they cafi Secodebet ; &e houses which en- 
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viron It are of brick, and all unifomii with bal- 
conies: it is of a round figiu^e, alid has piazsaa 
jrbobt it, under which peqple walk, and this is a 
£ne pktte. We went back to the castle to view it 
better and more leisurely ; dbe boildiog is after the 
goithic ' fashion, and very ancient ; but there is 
fiomethii^ in it that looks so stately, that I do not 
wonder that Charles V. had rather have lived there 
tfian in any other city under his obedience^ It 
contains, in a square, four great apartmeoCs, lidth 
their several wings and paviUions; there is ro<Mii 
enough to loc^e conveniently die whole court of a 
great king. 

We wer« shewed a machine that was very 
strange before it was broken; it was to draw iip 
the water from tihe Tagus, and to make it rise to 
the top of the Alcacar ; the house where it stood 
. is yet whole, though it be several ages since it 
was built There are upwards of five hundred 
«t^>s from it to the river's side ; when the water 
icame into the receiver, it ran by several channels 
sirto all parts of the city where there were foun- 
tains : this was a very great convenieiicy, for now 
they are obliged to draw the water thirty latboms 
4eep. 

We went and heard mass in the church de los 
Beyes: it is fine and laige^ and alt full of oranges 
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and pomegranate trees, jessamine and mjrtles that 
are very U^; they are set in cases, and are 
formed into walls up to the very fa^ altar, whose 
ornaments are extraordinarily ridi, so that looking 
through ail these green boughs, and ike flowers df 
differ^t ccdours, upon the shining gold, embroir 
dery, and great lighted candles which' adorn the 
akar,- it seems as if the rays of the san played be^ 
fore your eyes'. There are also some cages painted 
and gilt, and filled with n^litingalesi canary birds, 
and others, whidi make a- charming noise. I 
should be glad if in France they, w/ould imitate the 
Spaniards in adorning our churches. The walls of 
this church are all covered oa the outside with the 
chains and irons of the captives which have been 
redeemed out of Barbaiy. In this part of the 
town I observed diat most of the houses had npoa 
their doors a square jNece of earthen ware, upon 
which was set the angelical salutation in these 
words, Maria fu concebida sinpecatolo originaL 
I was told that these houses belonged to the arch- 
bishop, ^ and that none but those that wprk in silk ' 
dwell in them, of which there are a great many at ' 
Toledo. The two stone bridges that cross the 
river are very high, broad, and long: if tfaegr 
would but take a little pains with the Tagus, boats 
' might come up to the city, this would be a coB- 
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riderabte ccnnrenieiicy^ but they are naturally too 
lazy to coDsid^ that the profit and advantage of a 
work is to be preferred before the trouble ^of un- 
dertaking it. 

We also saw the hospital of Los Ninnps, that 
is, of foundlings, and the city-house, which is near . 
the cathedral, and atlast our curiosity being satis- 
fied we came back to the archiepiscopal palace^ 
went to bed, and laid till night, when again we 
had another feast as splaulid as the former. His 
eminence eat with us, and when we had returned 
him all due thanks, we set forward towards the 
castle of Ignarica : the Marquis de Palacois, with 
all his family, was there waiting for us, so that we 
were obligingly received,, and nothing could be 
added to the good cheer and to the pleasure with 
which we were entertained for six days, either in 
fishing upon the river Xarama, or in hunting, in 
-walking, or in common convorsation : every one 
was emulous to appear good humoured ; and it 
may justly be said, that when the Spaniards go sp 
far as to lay aside their gravity and know an4 lov(e 
you, they contribute greatly to ease, and recresUe 
.the mind. They become sociable, obligjing, 
earnest to please you, and the best company in 
the world. 

This is what I have found in this little joum^ I 
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have made, of v^btck I should not have gmn you 
so particular an account, but Aat I am persuaded^ 
dear cousin, you desire it so, and that you set some 
value upon my complaisance. 

From Madrid, 
Aug. 30. 



LETTER XIV. 



The ceremony of swearing to the treaty of 
peace concluded at Nimeguen, between the crowns 
of France and Spam, was performed here the last 
day of August I had a great desire to see what 
passed then ; but as Women are not to be present 
there, so the Connestable de Castille promised to 
get us into the King's diamber, as soon as lie 
'should be gone into the great hall ; Madam 
Gueux, the Danish ambassador's lady, and Ma- 
dam de Chais, the envoy of Holland's lady, weie 
diere also. We went up a private pair of stairs, 
where one of the constable's gentlemen waited to 
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receive ns, and we tamed for s^me time in a ir^ 
fine eloset fulPbf Spanish books^ well bound and. 
very diverting : there, amongst others, I found 
the history of Don Quixote, the famous knight of 
the Manca, in which the plaimiess and the subtilty 
of the expression, the weight add strength <^ pro^ 
verbs, and that which &e Spaniards call Elpie0, 
that is, the smartness and nicety of a language, ap- 
peared quite different from die translations wbicfai 
we have in French. I was so pleased in reading 
it that I hardly thought of seeing die ceremony. 
It began as soon as* the Marquis de Villars came^ 
and through a lattice-window^ which was opened, 
we saw what passed. The king placed himself at 
ike end of the great gilt hall, which is <me of tbd 
most stately in the palace ; the alcove was spread 
Inrith an amazing fine carpet ; the throne and the 
canopy were embroidered with pearls, diambtids, 
rubies, emeralds, ^d other precious sto&es^ Car- 
dinal Portocarrero sat in a great cfiair below the 
alcove,, on the . right hand of the throii« ; the con^ 
stable of Castille ^sat upon a stool; ike French 
ambassador was seated on the left hand of thiK 
throne, upon a bench covered with velvet, and ike 
grandees were placed near the cardinal; whcea 
every one viras seated according to dieir qualify, 
the King came in, and whra be was «eat^ pa bai 
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throne, Ihe canttoaI> the ambassador, and the 
grandees, sat down and covered tkemse^es. A 
secretary read .aloud the power which the Most 
CivktiaO Kii^ had. sent to his ' ambassador. 
After that a Utde table was brought and set be-r 
fore the King, with a crucifix and a book of the 
Evlusig^tB, and whilst he held his. hand upon it, 
the cardinal read the oath^ by whidb he swore to 
keep the peace with France : there are some othec 
litlfe ceremonies, but I di4 not mind them suffi-r 
piently to be l^ble to give you aQ account of -them*^ 
Soon.a^i^ t^e Eji^ returned to his lodgings, bdt 
we had. got, out of/ them before, and stayed ii\ the 
same closet where we stopped at first : it was so 
near hia chamber, that we' heard him say that he 
wa^ never so hot, and that he would pull off hii^ 
collar : »wl, mdeed,-. the sun does shiae.very ho^ 
in diis country... 

. At my first coming hither, 1 was afflicted witfai 
a strafe me^^rim, and could not imagine the 
cause of itf but toy kinswoman told me it was 6e-i 
ci^usel wiOre:too inuch upon my>head,^nd tkitif 
I^did n(^ take care I might lose my sight by it ;. I 
aounediately took. off my bonnets and my- cometsy 
and since that time I. have, never had any pain in* 
my head*. For :my part, I cannot believe there is 
in any. i^ce inthe world moi:e secene air' than 
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mere is here ; it is so pure that you traimot see so 
much as a cloudy and it is af&rmed to me^ Aa^ 
even the wi^ther here in winter is like the finest 
weather in any oth^ country : that which is most 
dangerous here is a certain wind De Gaikgue^ 
which blows off the mountains of Galicia ; it is 
not vio^t; but it is so piercing that.it reaches the 
very bones> axd sometimes' causes a lameness in a 
leg, or BB arm, and often ta half the bpdy^' whidi 
wilt continue during a persons life: it is more 
frefo^l in summer than in wmter. Stru)gei% 
take it for the western- breezes, and are ravished 
when they feel it, but experience convinces Iheni 
of its malignity. ~ ' 

The seasons in Spam are mudi mcHie convisnient ^ 
and pleasant than either in France/ England, 
HoHand,^ or Germmy; for not to reckon thtrt 
purity of the air; which cannot be imagined so 
fine as it is from the mondi of September, to the 
month of June, it is not so cold but you may 
make a shift without fire ; and this is the reason 
that there are no chimnies in any. of their apart*- 
ments, and that they make use of only chafing- 
dishes. But it is a great' happiness, wood be- 
ing so scarce as it is in this comitry, that they 
hlt^e no occasion for it ; it never freessas' thicker 
than the bigoess of two crowns, and there fiilk 
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little snow. But the ac^acrat mountains furnish 
Madrid with it all ike year round. Tlie months 
x){ June, July, and August, are indeed excessively 
hot. 

I was ktely b a com{ral>y where all tti^ llidies were 
aadly fi^htened: ooeof them said, tiut she hadr^- 
o^ved a letter ftom Barcelona, which advised that 
R bell, diat was <»ly rung upcm some pufobc cak- 
mity, or upon some occasion ofthe highest ecmse- 
^ptence^ had all alone rung' severlil times: lliis 
•lady came from Baorcelona, 'i^nd she assured me, 
ifaAt whevever any -misfortune or misery is to befal 
Spain, or that any of the hoiise of Austria is to 
die, this bell rings ; that for a quarter of an liour 
together, the clapper of the bell moves with an 
unaceountable qaiclmess, and strikes in turning 
round. I did not beUeve it, neither do I yet; but 
all the company dmfiimed what she and : if it is 
a lie, there were above twenty that conspired Vith 
her in it. They began to think upon what, and 
on whom this unhappiness, which by this sign is 
foretold, was to iidl; and as they are very supersti- 
tious, the beautiful Marchioness de Ldcfae inpreased 
their fears, by telhi^ th^n that Don John was very 
nek. 

In their deep mourning, they are attired nke 
fools, but chiefly on the first days ; for the footmen 
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as well as the masters have long cloaks trailing, 
and instead pf bats wear high pasteboard (:aps 
covered with crape ; their horses are all iu black 
trappings and housings, which eotirelj cover tbeir 
heads and their bodies ; nothing can appear nioce 
disagreeable : their coaches are so badly covered, 
that the cloth which covers the roof, hangs almost 
down to the boots.: no one that sees this doleful 
equipage but would think that some c(M*|^e was 
carrying to be buried. The people of quality 
wear their cloaks of black baize, very thin and rot- 
ten, the least violence tears it in pieces^* and that 
jnourning is most graceful, that is most ragged an)l 
tattered. J have seen some eaveUeros tear their 
cloaths on. purpose, and I assure you, that through 
some of their cloaths you may see their dcin, as 
u^y as it is to look on : for thoi^h their cinldreo 
whea young are as white as alabaster, and so pretty, 
that you would take them for angels, yet it must be 
granted, as they grow bigger they alte> very strange- 
ly; the heat of the sun roasts them, the air tans 
them, and itis easy to know a Spaniard from any 
other nation : their features are nevertheless regu- ^ 
lar^ but stall there wants methinks our air and mien, 
as .well as our skin and cotts^plexion. 

All the sehohrs wear long robes, with a litde 
border of linen libout their necks^ instead of a col" 
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kr ; tikey are habited very much like the Jesuits; 
there are some of them above diirty years old ; diey 
are known to be students by their habits. 

I &ncy this city to look like a great coup, in 
which they feed poultry : for really, from die level 
of the s^eet to the fourth story, you can see no- 
Ihmg but lattices, whose holes are very small ; and 
their veiy balconies have them. There are always 
U> be seea some of the poor confined women stand- 
ing behind ilieip> to. look upon pass^igers, and 
when they dare,' they open them, and with great 
delist. sl^ew themselves; there is not a nigbt 
.passes witliout four, or five hundred concerts of .mu- 
nc in several parts of the town ; it is true, they are 
at a moderate rate, and it is sufficient if a gallant 
has onlj.a guitar or his harp,, and sometimes both, 
joined vuith' a voice hoarse enough to awake die 
most drowsy perso^, and affords them the pleasure 
of a serenade : if either they do not understand 
.what is most excellent, or cannot obtain it, they 
are content with what they can get : I never saw 
any virginals or theorbos here. 
. In every street, and at every comer house, Aert 
is some image ^r statue of Our Lady, dressed-af-* 
ter the fashion pf die country ;. with a pair of beads 
in>ber h%uds, and either a great wax candle or lamp 
burning, before her:. I have seen, three or four in 
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my kiiAwonian's stable, witk otUer:|^ces of'd$v(^ 
tion ; for jou must know thst every groom will have 
bis oratory as ;weH as hisnuater,. tbougb periiaps 
neither one nor the -olher often pray there. 
• When^obe. lady goe9 t9 visit another, if it be in 
tbe nig^t^, four page^cpoie to. recem her mth great 
flam^ux of while wax, and in die same msomer 
QondiuU; her out again, and while .she is gating mto 
her chur; they cpmfnonly kneel upon one kneeic 
^s appears something more splendid, than tiie 
' small wax candles inclosed in links which are t^sed 
in France. 

Her« are iiouses on puipose for "^otaien of lewd 
lives, like the Magdelpnuettes at Paris :' they, use 
them very severely, and th^e id not a d^y (lasNli : 
-that they are not whipped several times; at'a.r 
limited time they are released,, but come out worse 
tban they went in, their pupishm^nts making dlaan 
not any thmg the better. Theny Mve almost dlc^e- . 
ther in a particular part of the town, where virlu* 
ous women oiever go, but if l^y chancfB mf fomni 
should go that way,^ they rua^jl pursue after h^^: 
as if ^he was their enemy ; ai^d if it happens that fbey - 
are the sU'oi^est, she is sure to be cruelly litised ; 
and for the cavelleros they run the. risque of beiog' 
torn in pieces as often .as they pass that way ; that 
4sto sfliy^ who shall have fhem ; -one takes him by < 
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the ann^ smofii^r by the leg, and a third by the 
head, and if he grows aaagry, they aU f all u|>Qphiiii 
and rob hiiny and ev^i strip him of his cloaths. 
"My kinswoman has a page wh.oivas ignorant of the 
tricks of these^ wret<^es^ and: went innocently 
thfough i their lijaaiters/ when they stripped him as 
naked as common thievi^ vin a wood could have 
done ;> andy^ a msm must be content and put up 
wiih:tliis treatnai^nt, foir to whom shall he go for 
restitutioh ? 

The bell of Barcelona hath been but too true in 
its prognostics, for Don John was the first of this 
nionth brought down so yery low with his sickness, 
that the physicians despaired of him, and he was 
advised to prepare hiniself for death. He received 
the news tnidi so much tranquillity and* resignation, 
as greatly confirmed the belief that sevefal persons 
had before eiitevtaitied, that he hadta&bb some pri- 
vate disgust, which made him rather wish t&die 
thanlive. The king came every inoment into bis 
chamber) and spent several hours at his bed-side, 
noftwiffasfanding his most earnest prayer^ that be 
Wpv^not expose himself to afever. He received 
the btessed viatienm, made his wiH, and wrote a 
l^ter-toa lady, whose name I could not lcai%: 'he 
coniinfinded Don AntOnio Ortis, his chief secfetiry, 
to cs*ry'it in a little b8x; locked^ '^ which I saw ; it 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTERS FROM SPAIN. IQl 

was made of China wood; and light enoi^h to 
make one think there was not any thing in it but 
letters^ and perhaps some jewels. While he was 
80 dsHigerously sick^ a courier arrived with the ilews 
of the King's marriage with Mademoiselle ; the 
joy of which did not only fill the palace^ but all 
die city shewed expressions of it^ for there were 
over the whole town artificial fire-works aiid illu- 
Biinations for three days together. --The king could 
not contain himself^ but ran into Don John's cham-^ 
ber, and- ahhoiigh he was very drowsy, heavy to 
sleep, and wanted rest, yet he awaked him to tell 
him that the* Queeii would quickly be here, and in- 
treated him not to think of any thing but being well 
again) that he might aalisiist ait her reception. ^' Ah! 
Sire, answered the pridce to him, I shall never 
have that satisfaction, I should be content to die, 
if I had had the honour to have seen her once.'* The 
King fell a. weeping, and told him, ^' that seeing 
him in that condition, was the only thing that dis- 
turbed his happiness.'' There was to have been a 
bull-feast, but the prince's iHness has caused it to 
be put off; and the king would not have sufiered 
any fire-works in the palace-court, had not Doii 
John^ notwithg(tandjng he had a violent pain in his 
head, begged him to permit them. In fine, on the 
seventeenth of^this month he died, extremely re-- 
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{retted by somey and as little hy others. This is 
the &te both of princes and favourites, as well as of 
persons that move in. an ordinary sphere*; and as 
his credit was already declining, and the courtiers 
now thought of nothing else but the Queen-^mo* 
therms return, and the arrival of the new Queea^ 
so it is a mighty strange thing to observe with what 
indifference the sickness and death of Don John 
was taken; they did not so much as talk of him the 
very next day : it seemed as if he had never been 
in the world* Alas, dear cousin, does not this de- 
serve a little to be reflected on i He governed all 
the kingdoms belonging to the King of Spain ; his 
very name struck terror; he caused Ae Queen- 
mother to be banished^ he drove a^ifay i^ather Ni- 
tard, and Valenuela, who were both favourites; 
he had commonly a greater court dian the King. 
And yet foui^ and twenty hours after he was dead, 
1 believe I saw in different places, fifty persons of 
the highest quality, who did not so mucbas.iq>eak 
one wbrd of this good prince, notwithstanding 
several of them had very great obligations to him; 
and yet after all, he had very great personal, quali- 
fications and virtues : he was of a middle staturey 
-and a well shaped body, hia features were regular, 
his eyes black and lively ; he had black hair, a great 
deal of it, and very long : he yms well bred, of 
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great mi and judgment, very generous, brave, and 
beneficent, and bad a capacity for the Highest af- 
fairs. He was not ignorant of any thing that was 
suitable to bis birth, nor of any of the arts and 
sciences. He both spoke and wrote very well five 
different languages, and understood more. He 
was perfectly well versed in history: he could 
make and play upon any instrument as well as the 
best master. He understood how to turn several 
things ; he could forge arms, and he delighted much 
m the mathematics; but bemg called to the ma- 
nagement of the government, he was obhged to 
take his thoughts from off these exercises. The 
face of things changed in a moment, his eyes were 
scarcely closed, before the King, (moved only by 
his own kind and easy nature for the Queen his » 
mother) went to Toledo to see her, and to intreat 
her to return ; she consented to it, with all the joy 
she had to see the King. They weeped UQt a little, 
while they embraced each other, and we saw them 
come back together. All the persons of quality 
went to meet their Majesties, and the people 
shewed abundance of joy. I should enlarge a great 
deal more upon their return, did I not intend to be 
very particular in the memoirs I am writing. 

Don John lay three days in his bed of state, and 
in the same cloaths^ wh^ch he had made to go meet 
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the young Queen ; after that he was carried to the/ 
Escurial :• the funeral had nothing of greatness ; 
the officers of his house, with a veiy few friends, 
accompanied him. He was laid in the little vault 
near the pantheon, which is reserved solely for die 
princes and princesses ' of the royal blood'; for 
there are none buried in the pantheon, you must 
know, but kings, and those queens who have had 
children; those that have had none, are buried in 
that particular vault. In a few days we are to go 
to the Escurial, whiciT will be when the King goeir 
there ; but he is so taken uprwith his young Queen, 
that he can think of nothmg but gging towards the 
frontiers to meet her. In every place where I come, 
they are continually ringing it aloud ' in my ears, 
that^ she will soon be Queen of two and twenty 
kingdoms. In all likelihood there is eleven of 
them in the Indies ; for I only know' those of Old 
and New Castille, Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, 
Murcia,' Granada, Andalusia, Galicia, Leon, and 
the isle of Majorca. In these places there are 
^ some parts of t^em admirable, upon which it seems 
as if heaven had a mind to spread abroad its most 
benign influences. There are others again so bar- 
ren, 'that there is neither com, herbs, vines, fruit, 
meadows, nor springs; and of these, there are 
more than of the others. But generally speaking. 
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the air is very good and wholesome. In certain 
places the heats aiie excessive, and in others the cold 
and the winds are insupportable, although it is in 
the same season. There are a great many rivers, 
but that which is very singular, is, that the largest 
of them is not navigable; particularly those of the 
Tagus, Guadiana, Minchio, Duero, Guadalguiver, 
and thai of Ebre ; for either because of the rocks, 
or falls of water, or the gulphs, or turnings, ves- 
* sels cannot pass upon them ; and this is one of the 
chief difficulties of trade, and which most of all 
hinders thos^e things from coming to cities of which 
there is most need ; for if there was an easy com- 
muni^cation between them, ''those places and towns 
that want a great many wares and goods, might be 
supplied from those which abound, and so every ^ 
body might be furnished with necessary things at a 
reasonable pdce ; whereas the charges by land car- 
riage being so high, one must want divers conveni- 
ences, unless you are in a condition to pay three 
times more for a thing than it is worth. 

Amongst the several cities which belong to the 
King of Spain, there are several, esteemed either for 
beauty or riches, viz. Madrid, Seville, Granada, 
Valentia, Sarragoissa, Toledo, Valladolid, Cordova^ 
Salamanca, Cadiz, Naples, Milan, Messina, Pa- 
lermo, Cagliari, Bruxelles, Antwerp, Ghent, and 
K 2 ^ y 
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Mons. There are a great many others^ which ne- 
vertheless are very considerable; and several of the 
towns are as large as cities; but there are not ia 
them those multitudes of people^ which are bodi 
the riches and strength of a King. And there are 
divers reasons to be given why there is this de- 
fect. 

First, When King Ferdinand drove away the 
MoOrs out of Spain, and established the inquisir 
tion, what throi^h the punishments they inflicted 
upon some Jews, and banishing of odiers, there 
died and went out of the kingdom in a little time^ 
above nine hundred thousand persons; besides, 
tbe Indies draw away abundance; the., unfor- 
tunate go there to enrich themselves, and wh^i 
they have done so, they remain to enjoy the fruit 
of their labour, and the pleasures of the country. 
Again, soldiers are raised in Spain, and sent away 
to garrison other cities under the obedience of tbe 
King ; these soldiers marry and settle in the places 

where they happen to be, and never return to those 

J- 

from whence they came. Add to this, that the 
Spanish women bear but few children; if they 
have three, it is reckoned abundance; and strangers 
do not come to inhabit there, as in other parts 
of the world, because they are not loved there, 
and the Spaniards are generally recatados, that is. 
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smgixhr, and reserved to themselves, tnd vnll wt 
be comraunkative and open with other naUons, 
which they either envy or scorn. And thus haV-* 
ing examiiied into dl those means which help to 
depopulate the country under hi9 Catholic Majesty^ 
one may rather wonder that there are so many peo* 
pie remaiBiDg.* 

There grows but little com in Castille, it is 
* brought from Sicily, France, and Flanders; and 
indeed, how should it grow, tmless the earth would 
produce it of itself, ^ the land of promise didf 
the Spaniards are too idle to till and improve it; 
for even the meanest peasant is persuaded that be 
is ail hidalgo, that is to say, a gentleman ; that ii^ 
every IkUe family tiere is an apoefypha! history, 
composed within an hundred years, which he leaves 
to his children and jaephews, of a village, as an in* 
heritance, in which fabulous history they are all 
made to dei^cend from ancient chevaliers, whose 
ancestors have done wonderful things ; reciting that 
their great grandfather, Don Pedro* and Don John, 
performed such and such services to the crown. I 
say, they having taken up these vain conceits of 
themselves, no w(»ider if they will neither dero* 

* Tl)o author might have added another great cause of te 
depopulation of Spam, the banishmei^ of the I^oriscM in 
the reign of Philip III. about the year 16117^ 
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'gate from the Gravidad, nor Decendentia. At 
(his rate do they talk^ and they will more willingly 
endure hunger, and all severities of life, than work 
(say they) like mercenaries, which belongs only to 
slaves. And thus pride, seconded by sloth, hinders 
the most part of them from sowing their land, un- 
less some strangers come and help them to till tlidr 
ground, which by a special direction and guidance 
of ; Providence always happens. Strangers that are 
more laborious and worldly *minded, being moved 
thither by the gain they find ; so that you shall see 
a sorry peasant sitting in his chair, rea4ing a 
mouldy romance, whilst these strangers are work- 
ing for him, in order to carry away his money. 

There are jxo oats to be- ieeu ; hay is scarce^ 
their horses and mules eat barley, v^ith straw chop- 
ped small. 

The hills and mountains in these kingdoms I 
speak of, are of such a prodigious height and lengthy 
that I do not believe there is the like in any other part 
of the world ; one meets with some of an hundred 
leagues in length, which join one to another in a 
continued chain, and which,. without exaggerating^ 
are higher than the clouds ; they are called sierras; 
amongst which are reckoned the Pyrenean moun- 
takis, Granada, Astura, Alcantara, Moreng, To- 
ledo, Doua, Molina and Albanera. These hills 
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render the way so vefy difficulti that no waggons 
can pass^ which obliged them to carry air upoQ 
males, who are so sure footed, that hi two hun*. 
dred leagues continual travelling amongst rocks, 
and large flint stones, they will not so muth^ as 
once stumble. 

I have been shewed some of the patents the 
King grants ; I never read so many titles ; I will 
set them down here. He calls himself King of 
< Spam, Castille, Leon, Navarre, Arragon, Gra- 
nada, Tolecl^, Valentia, Galicia, Seville, Murcia, 
Jaen de Hierusalem, Naples, Sicily, Majorca, 
Minorca^ and Sardinia, the East and West Indies, 

^ Ae Isles, and Terra Finpa of the great Ocean^ 
Archdufe of Austria, * Duke of Btogimidy, Bra«^ 
bant, Luxemburgh, Guelderland, . Milan, €ount 
of Hasbuigh, Flanders, Tirol, and Barcelona, 
Lord of Biscay and Molina, Marquis of the Holy 
Empire, fLord of Friezland, Salines, Utrecht,: 
Malines, Overissel sund Groningen, and Grand 
Seignior of Asia and Africa. I have been told 

^ that Francis I. laughed at. these when he received 
a letter from Charles V. stuffed with such arro-^ 
gant titles, and in his answer gave himself no 'other; 
title than Citizen of Paris, and Lord of Gentilis. ; 
They do not trouble their heads to study much 
here, that little they do know bears them out; for^ 
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with die help of their wit and grave looks, they 
seldom betray thdr ignorance by h&ng at a los$ 
about any thing; when they speak, they always 
seem to know more than they do; and when they 
are silent, you would think them wise enough to 
resolve the most difficult questions. Nevertheless, 
there are some £unous universities in Spain: 
amongst which they reckon, Sarragossa, Barce- 
lona, Salamanca, Alcala, Santi^o, Granada, 
Seville, Coimbra, Terragona, Evora, Lisbon, 
Madrid, Murcia, Majorca, Toledo, Lerida, 
Valentia, and Occa. There are but few famous 
preachers ; here and there you will meet with some 
diat are pa^etical : but indeed let these sermoiis 
be good orbad, the Spaniards that hear ffiem vrill 
perpetually beat their breasts with an extraordinary 
fervour, and even nlisturb the preacher with the 
grievous cries which their troubled consciences 
make them utter. I am willing to believe diat there 
are a few that have some compunction, but in my 
conscience, I doubt far less than they make shew 
of. They never leave off their swords, either v^en 
they go- to confession or the sacrament; they say 
ihey wear them to defend religion; and in the 
morning before they put them on, they kiss them, 
and make the sign of the cross with them ; they 
pay an excessive devotion to die bkssed Viipn, 
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and put an extraordinary confidence in her; there 
is hardfyany mmi that does QOt wear a scapular^ of - 
some embroidered im^e that hath touched som^ 
of those that are held to. be mii^culous; and 
though otherwise they do not lead lives very re- 
gular, yet they will not forbear prayii^ to her with 
a trusty that it is she that must protect and save 
them from the greatest evils. Tliey are very cha^ 
ritable, not only upon the account of the merits by 
alms-deeds> but also by a natural inclination they 
have to give^ and a real pain they endure, if either 
through poverty, or for any other reason, they are 
forced to refuse any thing that is asked of them. 
They have also anodier good quality, which is, 
never to forsake their friend in sickness^ their care 
and their concern is hx greater in such a tim^ 
vi^n doubtless the presence^ as well as the assist- 
ance of a friend, is much wanted. So that 
persons that do not see one another four times in 
a y^par, yet are constant in their visits three or four 
thnes every day, when one is under any affliction, 
and that they can become usefm to each. other: 
but as soon as they are well, the^^esume the same ^ 
way of living ^ey used before diey were sick* 

Don Frederic de Cardonna^ of whom I now 
write to you, dear cousm, as if he and you were 
well acqusunted^ is returned. He hath brought 
K 3 
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me a letter from the fairMardubness de los Rios,^ 
who without doubti is still one. of the prettiest 
w6men in the worid, and who.is not weary of her 
retirement. I also by him heard trom the arch- 
bishop of Burgos, . whose merits are uncommon; 
and he added, that he came back in the company 
of a'Spanish gentleman, who had told him some 
very wonderful things; amongst others, that eveiy 
Spaniard who is bom on Good*Friday, whenever 
they go by or through any church-yard, in which 
there has been any body buried that was murderedf 
or if they pass through any plac^ where a murder 
has been committed, although the man who was 
killed has been taken afipay, yet for all that be 
appears tq-them all bloody, and in the same manner 
and condition he happened to be in when be was 
murdered, and thb too, whether they knew one 
another or not. ^This certainly is a very unpleasant 
thing to those whom it happens to ; but in requital 
they can cure the plague with only breathing upon 
the party, and do not receive the infection, al« 
thoul^h they be with those that have the plague 
upon them. ^* Many people, said he, wondered 
that Philip IV. held, his head so high, and stared 
up' with Jiis eyes ; ^e reason was, he was bom on 
Good-Friday; and when he was very youio^, he had 
several apparitions of those persons that had been 
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murdered; so that with die fright of them, he had 
got a custom (very seldom) to hold down his head/' 
Sut, said I to Don Frederic, did he talk seriously, 
and. as if these things were allow^ of every body 
-widiout any doubt? And just as I was saying that. 
it would be worth while to enquire of some ere- 
dtable persons about these matters, Don'Pemand 
de Toledo came into my chamber, and so he 
asked him ; and he assured me that he had fre- 
quendy heard people talk thus, of these matters, but 
yet he. would not answer for the truth of them. 
^ It is also said, contbued he, diat there are a 
certain people who can kill a mad dog with 
breathing upon him, apd that they have a power 
to remain in the fire without being burnt ; and yet 
I could never see any of them that cared to trust 
themselves there : but they giye this reason, that 
though they could safely do it^ yet there would be . 
something of vanity in it, by s^ch peculiar favours 
from heaven, to distinguish themselves from other 
men ; and for my part, said 1, laughing, I am of 
opinion these men have more prudence thai^ hu- 
mility. They are afraid, as it is but reasonable, 
of the biting of the dog, and the heat of the fur- 
naeel ** I am altogether of your mind, madam, 
replied Don Frederic, I can give little credit to 
things above nature." 
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^' I do not pretend to make you believe i^ sajfs 
Don Fernanda though I must tell you^ I do not 
find any thing in this matter^ more extra<Mrdin»ry 
than b a thousand prodigies which we see every 
day. Do you think^ for instance, diat you ought 
less to wonder at that lake which is near Guada-^ 
lajpra in Andalusia, which foretels approaching 
tempests, by most horrid bellowing and roani^, 
that is heard above twenty thousand paces dis* 
tance? and what do you say of that other lake 
which is found upon the very top of the mountains 
Clavio, in the county of RoussiUon> neat* to Per* 
pignan i it is extremely deep, there are in it fishes, 
monstrous both for bigness and shape ; when a 
stone is thrown into it, there are vapours seen to 
come out attended with a great n<Mse, and to 
ascend into the air, and there convert into th^ 
clouds, which produce most terrible storms, 
accompanied with thunder, lightning and air. Is 
it not likewise true, continued he, in address- 
ing himself to Don Frederic, that near the 
castl^ of Gracimanos, in a cavern whidi is 
called Judea, not far from the bridge Talayre- 
das, there is a sprbg whose water freezes as it 
drops^ and grows so hard, that it becomes a per* 
feet stone, which cannot easily be broken, and 
with which in that country they build fine houseaf" 
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^^ Yott liave a good stock of examples," said Don 
Frederic, " but if you please, I will fiirnish you 
vrith some others for your purpose. Do you re- 
xuember the mountain of Monrayo m Arragon i 
if the sheep feed upon it before the sun rise, they 
die; but if they are sick, and feed there after 
the sun is up, they are cured. I must not forget 
neidier, the spring in the isle of Cadiz, which is 
dry when it is high water, and runs when the tide 
ebbs." You shall not ht the only person, said I, 
intemiptiug him> that shall second Don Femand 
in these kind of relations : I must tell him, that 
in the same isle of Cadiz, there is a certain plant,^ 
which witbereth upon the first appearance of the 
sun, and grows green again as soon as night comes. 
<< Ab, pretty plant, exclaims Don Femand, laugh-- 
ing : well, I have enough now to be revenged for 
all the sport you have made at my stories for this 
hour together; I declare open war against you 
about this plant, and if you do not send for one 
hither, I 'know what I will believe." ' The face- 
tious humour of this cavellero made us pass the 
evening very s^eeably ; but we were interrupted 
by my kinswoman, who returned out of the city, 
where she had spent some part of the day at her 
hwyer's, who wi» at the point of death ; he is 
Tery old, and a very learned man in his profession. 
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She told us that all his children, stood round his ' 
bed; and that the only thing which he recomm^nd^, 
ed to them, was always to preserve a good stock' 
of gravity ; and after he had blessed tfaem^ says 
he to them, " What greater good can I now wish 
you, my dear childref ; than to lead your wh^le 
lives at Madrid, and neyer to quit this earthly pa- 
radise, but for the heavenly.*' *' This may shew," 
Continued 'she, '' the strange prepossession die 
Spaniards have • for Madrid, and the happiness 
they enjoy in that court." For my part, saidf 
I, interrupting her, I - am persuaded there is 
^abundance of vanity in that fondness . which 
they express for their own nation, for certain- 
ly they have too much sense not to know that 
there are many other countries far more agree- 
able. Is it not true, addressing myself to Don 
Femand, that thqugh you will not say as I 
say, that you have the same thoughts f ** What 
my thoughts are," said he, smiling, ^' can be no 
rule for other people ; I must tell yoi/, that since 
my return, I have been upbraided by ever^ one 
vsdth being no longer a Spaniard." But certain it 
is, that peoplt^ being so bewitched with the de%ht8 
and charms of Madrid, and not having power 
to forsake it in any seasoli of the year, nobody ha& 
thoughts of building pretty houses in the country^ 
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-wUther they might sometimes retire ; so that all 

adjacent parts about the city, which should be 

filled with delicious gardens and splendid seats, 

look like so m^ny little deserts; and this is .the 

reason also^ why the city in summer, as well as in 

winter, is equally crowded with people. Here-' 

upon my kinswoman said, ^' She would have me 

go to the Escurial, and that it was agreed on by 

thd Marchioness of Palacois and La Rosa, to go 

thither two days hence : the lady, your mother," 

^ddedshe, speaking to Don Femand, ** designs you 

to make, one; and I am resolved to. secure Don 

Frederic for#another. They both declared tl^at 

with a great deal of pleasure they would go this 

lift}e journey. And indeed, the next day we went 

to kiss^.the Queen-inotfa^'s hand, and to know her 

commands for the Escurial: for you mui^t knoWi 

it is the custom, when one is to go out of Ma^! 

■ drid, first to pay respects to tlie Queen. But we 

had not seen her since her return ; she looks plea-» 

santer than she did at Toledo, and told us, ^' She 

did not think of coming so soon back to Madrid^ 

and that now it seemed as if she had never been 

out of it/* There was brought: before her a giant 

woman that came from the Indies : as soon as she 

saw her she ordered her to.be taken away, she was 

so fr^ht^ed at her. Her Jadies woul^^ make thb 
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eolossus dance^ who held in each hand two she- 
dwarfs that played upon the castbe^s and the 
biscay drum, which was disagreeable in the highest 
degree. My kinswoman obsenred in the Que^i- 
inother's apartment, thmgs which had been Don 
John's; amongst others, an admirable pendu- 
lum clock, all set with diamonds; he made 
her in part his heir, in all likelihood it was 
to testify his regret for having troubled md vexed 
her. 

The journey to the Escurial was performed with 
all imaginable satisfaction ; the desire of enter- 
taining you with it, hindered me from sending you 
the letter I had begun before I went thither ; the 
same ladies that went to Arranjues and Toledo^ 
were very glad to embrace the opportunity of tak- 
ing the air a little in so €ne a season; and we 
went first to the Prado, which is a royal house, 
the building like the rest in Spain is handsome 
enough, that is, it consists of a square of four se- 
veral apartments, separated by galleries of com- 
munication, which are supported with pillars ; the 
furniture of it, indeed, is not stately, but there . 
are good pictures, amongst others, those of the 
Kings of Spaiu, in ridicidbus dresses. 

' We were shewed a little closet, which the late 
King used to call his beloved, because in it he used 
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sometimes to oitertain himself with hb mistreasepi ; 
this prince, who was seemingly so cold and gravei 
that he was seldoiQ ever seen to laugh, was really 
the most amorous and the pleasantest of men* 
There is a garden well enou^ kept, and a park of 
a. considerable extent, where die King frequently 
goes to hunt. 

We were afterwards at a conyent of the Capu- 
chins, which stands on die top of a hill; this is a 
place of great devotion, because of a crucifix 
which it seems was taken from die true cross,- and 
which often works miracles. After we had said 
our prayers diere, we descended on the other side 
of die hill, to a certain hermitage, where diere 
was a recluse, that would neidier see us nor speak, 
to us, but he threw a ticket to us through his 
grate, on which we found written, that he would 
recommend us to God. We were all very weary, 
for we were forced to walk on foot up the hill, 
and it was very hot weather. We perceived at 
. the bottom of the hill a very little cottage, by the 
aide of a brook, which runs amongst willow trees; 
we steered our course that way, and when we 
were yet a great way off, we could see a man and 
a woman very well dressed, rise up nimbly from 
the foot of a tree where they were seated, and run 
into that cottage, and shut the door as hastily as if 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1210 LETTERS FJLOM SPAIN. 

I 

thejn had 'taken lisfor thieves ; but doubtless it was 
the fear of being known, which ma^e them avoid 
us. We went to the pbee they had left, and be^ 
ittg seated on the grass, we fell to eating some 
fruit we brought ynik us. We were so n^ this 
little house, that they could easily see through 
their windows what we. were dobg: there came 
out a very pretty country lass, with a sea-rush 
basket, and addressed herself to as, and kneeling^ 
begged some of the fruit of our collation for a preg- 
nant lady, that would die if we refused hen 
Immediately we sent her some of the ftirest, and 
quickly after the same young girl came again vnih 
a gold snuff-box, and told us, the Senora of the 
Casita, that is, the lady of the little house, intreat- 
ed us to accept of some snuff for an acknowledge- 
ment of the favour we had done her. It is the 
custom here to present snuff when they have a 
mind to express their friendship. We stayed so 
long by the water-side, that we resolved to go no 
farther than the Carcuela, which is another of the 
King's houses, but not so handsome as the Prado, 
and so neglected, that there is nothing worth com- 
mending but the waters. Wp were bad enough 
lodged there, though we laid in the very same beds 
his Majesty did ; and we were very lucky iq taking 
fdong with us all necessaries for supper. After 
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thftt/ we went into the gardens/ which are in bad 
order, the foantains run day and night, and the 
water there is so gdod and in such plenty, that for 
as little almost as one would desire, it might be 
made as pleasant a dwelling as any in the world. 
But it is not the custom in this country, from the 
King, to private' persons, to keep several country - 
houses in good repair, they let them go to ruin, for 
w^mt of some very small reparations. Our beds 
were so bad, that we were not loth to leave them 
early the next morning to go to the Escurial. We 
went by M oniareco, where the woods begin, and 
' a little ferther is the park which belongs to the 
convent of die Escurial : for in effect, it is one 
which Philip II. built among the mountains, that 
so he might the more easily get the stone he need* 
ed, of which there is such a prodigious quantity, 
diat without se^mg it one cannot conceive it, and 
certainly it is one of the largest buildings we have 
in Europe. We went up to it through a very long 
walk of elm trees, which are planted in four rows ; 
the great gate is stately adorned with divers mar- 
ble pillars, raised one upon another, till they reach 
up to the statue of St. Lawrence, which stands on, . 
the top ; the King's arms afe cut upon a certain 
stone, which is called die thunder-stone, and is 
brojjght from Arabia, the cutting of which cost 
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threescore thousand crowns. It is easy to believe, 
that haying been at so considerable a charge for a 
thing so little "hseful^ they would not spare any 
cost for others which might be necessary, and con- 
tribute to the beauty of the place. It is a great 
square pile of building ; but beyond the square 
there runs out a length, which contains the build- 
ings of the entrance,, and are contrived to present 
the form of the gridiron on which St. Lawrence 
(who is the patron of the monastery) su£fered mar- 
tyrdom. It is built according to the Doric order> 
and very plam ; the square is divided in the mid- 
dle, and one of those divisions, which looks upon 
the order, opens itself both ways into four other 
lesser squares, which are four cloysters, buik aUso 
according to the Doric order, and who sees one 
of them, sees all tharest; the building has nothing, 
in it, either as to its design or architecture, that is 
extraordinary ; that which is to be admiired, is the 
largness of it, being three hundred and eighty 
paces in the square ; for besides those four cloys- 
ters I have mentioned, the other division of the 
square, subdivided into two, makes two other piles 
of building, one of which is the King^s quarters, 
and the other is the college ; for there are in it 
abundance of pensioners, whom the King main- 
tains to study. The friars that live in it are Hiero- 
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ftomitei); Jhis order is^unkoown in France, and it 
i» abolished in Italy, because a certain HienHho- 
mite friar at Milan attempted the life of St» 
Charles Barromeo; but he did not hurt him, 
though he shot at him, and the bullets pierced his 
pontifical habit; but nevertheless this order is here 
in great esteem. There are three hundred monks 
in the convent of the Escin-ial^ they live much 
after the manner of the Carthusians ; they s^k 
little, and pray much, and viromen never come in- 
to their church ; besides, they ought to study and 
preach. ^ 

But there is » another tliii^ yet, which makes 
diis building considerable, and that is, the nature 
of die stone of which it is built It was taken 
out of the neighbouring quarries ; it is of a greyish 
colour ; the sharpest air and severest weather make 
no impression on it ; it does not soil or grow dirty, 
but constandy jMreserves that colour it had when it 
was taken up. Philip II. was two and twenty 
years in building it; he enjoyed it thirteen, and 
then died in it. This structure cost him six mil* 
lions of gold. Philip IV. added die Pantheon to 
it, that is to say, a sepulchre, like the Pantheon at 
Rome, contrived under the great altar of the 
church, all of marble, jasper and porphyry ; in 
which there are six and twenty most stately tombs 
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inchasedjn the walls^ and one goes €k>wn into it by 
a pair of stairs, dl of jasper. I fancied myself 
descending into some of those inckanted places 
which our romances and boc^LS of chiya% talk of. 
The tabernacle, the architecture of the altar, the 
steps by which you ascend to it, the pyx or box in 
. which the host is kept, and made all of one sii^Ie 
agate, are so many wonders. The riches there in 
precious stones and gold are incredible. ' Chie 
single cupboard of relics (for there are four in the 
four chapels of the church) infinitely exceeds the 
treasure of St. Mark's at Venice. The ornaments 
of die churcli are embroidered widi pearls and 
precious stones ; and so are the chalices and ves- 
sels of precious stones. The candlesticks and 
lamps are of pure gold. There are forty little 
chapels, and as many altars, upon which are pkt 
every day forty several cloaths and attires. The 
fore part of the great altar is composed of four 
ranks of jasper pillars, and one goes^up to the 
altar by seventeen steps of porphyry stone. The 
tabernacle is beautified with several pillars of agate, 
and divers curious figures of metal and cfarystal. 
You can see nothing about the tabernacle but gold, 
azure stone, and other 'stones so transparent, that 
through them the sacrament (which is kept in an 
agate vessel) is easily perceived. 'This tabernacle 
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is. ^teemed art; a miUioD of, crowns. There are 
eight pair of organs, the chairs or seats in the 
choir, are imMie of fine wood, which cosjies ^om 
the Ifidies, curiously wrought after the pattenirof 
those of St Dominic, at Boulogne. The cloys- 
-ters of the . monastery are extremely fine; in the 
middle there is a flower-garden, and a chapel 
which opens four ways, whose roof is supported 
with pocj^yry pillars,, between which there are 
niches, in which ai*e placed the four evangi^lists, 
with an angel, and several creatures made of white 
nubble, larger than nature, who throw out tor- 
rents of water into marble basons. The chapel is 
arched with curious architecture, and paved with 
black and white marble. There are divers pic- 
tures, of an inestimable value, and in the chapter- 
room, which b very large, there are besides most 
•excellent pictures, two bass reliefs all of s^ate, two 
foot and a half long, which cannot be valued. As - 
to the church, it has nothing extraordinary in its 
structure; it is larger than that of the Jesuits in 
St Anthony 's^treet at Paris, but of the same 
form, except that, like their house, it' is of the 
Doric order. Bramanto, the famous Italian ar- 
chitect, drew the model and design of it. The 
King and Queen's apartments are not stately, but 
Philip II. intended this only for a house of prayer 
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and retirement, the church and the library ^ere 
the things he took most care to adorp. Titian^ 
the famous pidnter^ and many o^ers besides, 
have exhausted all their art and skill in curiously 
painting the galleries of the library, i^hich indeed 
are admirable, not only for the excellent painting, 
but for a hundred thousand volumes that are there, 
without reckoning the original manuscripts of se- 
veral fathers and doctors of the church, which 
are el^antly bound and gilt. You will easily 
guess at the largeness of the Escurial, when I hiAre 
told you that diere are in it seventeen cloist^^ 
twenly-two courts, eleven thousand windows, 
above eight hundred pillars, and an infinite mim- 
ber of parlours, halls, and chambers* 
* Soon after the death of Philip II. there was tak- 
en from the friars of the Escurial, a certain estate 
in lands, called Campillo, which .the late King 
had given theni, and m^s wordi eighteen thousand 
crowns per annum, and this was done by virtue 
of a clause in his will, by which he revoked all 
the immense donations which in his life-time he 
had given. 

The Duke of Braganza being at court in Kmg 
Philip lid's, time, he had a mind they should go 
with him to the Escurial, that he might see that 
stately pile of building. And as he that had the 
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care of she^ying it to him, told him, " it was^ 
built in performance of a vow which Philip II. 
made at the battle of St. Qointin;*' the Duke re-' 
plied; ^' he that made so great a vo^ must needs 
Uave a ^eat terror upon him«" And now in men- 
tioning this King, 1 remember to have heard that 
Charles V. recommended to him the preservation 
of the three keys of Spain. These were the' 
Streights-mouth, Flushing in Zealand, and Ca- 
diz. The Turks and Moors have the first, the 
Dutch the second, and the English had the last, 
but the Kbg of Spain soon recovered it from 
them. 

Tlie Escurial is built upon a descent o( some' 
rocks in a desert an9 barren place, and environed ' 
with hills ; the village stands below it, and has but' 
a few houses in it ; it is in a manner always cold 
weather there. . The extent of the gardens and the' 
park is a prodigious sight t6 see, in which you 
meet with woods, plains, and a vast house in the 
middle, in which is the keeper's lodge; it abounds 
with all sorts of deer and fowl. 

After having seen a place that so highly deserves * 
our admiration, we all left it, and as we had visit- 
ed the royal houses of Prado and Carcuela, we ' 
returned over the mountains, which is a nearer 
way, but very troublesome. We came by Col- 

VOL. II. L 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



248 liRTTie^S FRpjM SPAIN., 

menar, and cpastic^ al^n^ the little river of Gj/a^. 
darama^ we passed through Rozas and Arav^^, 
-and arrived at Madrid, where we learned that ^ 
Queen's household were just going awajr^ tP meet 
her upon the 'frontier. We immediately, went tp^ 
the palace to bid adieu to the Duchess de Terra 
Nova and die odier ladies. The King ha4 caused 
them dl to be mounted^ that he might see after 
what manner they would be cm the day of her 
entry ; for this reason all the gardens and doorS|> 
every wayj^ were kept close shut and guarded^ 
and no man Was to enter' there. Ti^ 7?^^ 
•court-ladies looked well enough, but, good Godl. 
what figures were thp Duchess de Terra Nova, 
and Donna Maria de Alarcon^ who were the gor 
uremantes of the Queen's niaids; they rode every 
one upon a mule shod with silver, and sdl friezed 
with a large housinjg of b]ack. velvet, like diat tlue 
pidysicians in Paris rode yfVh luion th^ir horses. 
These ladies, dressed like widows, {which I.have 
already described to you) very old and ugly, with 
morose and impenous lo^ks^ \yore broad hats, 
tied with strings under their chins^ and^ twenty 
gentlemen who walked on foot 'by tfafir sid^,. 
held them up, lest diey shpuld fall^ They would 
never have 8u£fered these men to have touched 
them in that mai^, had not thej feared l^:epkiiig . 
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tbeic nccksui For you masirkfioW) dear cousm/ 
that though every lady has two gentlemen-ushers, 
and that they go widi them wherever they go, yet 
they n^ver give them their hand; they walk by 
their sides, and presient to diem 'their elbows 
wrapped m their cloaks, which inakes their arms 
look prodigiously thick. The ladies do not come 
near them, but that whick*is^yet more strange, if 
the Queen, in walking, should happen to fall, 
unless her ladies were near Jier to help her up, 
though tfaerie were an hundred gentlemen there, 
she must be pleased, either to rise by herself, or 
lie all day upon the ground, for no one dare take 
her up. . ^ 

We spent part of the aftemoofli in looking- at 
these ladief; the equipage they had was indeed' 
very rich, but; vQjry pooriyiand) duUy cdntrivedJ 
The Duchess of Terra Nova had alone sist litters 
of velvet jof various /colours,- and all enibroidered, 
and forty .mules, whose houstiigs were as costly as 
ever I saw any. 

. You: will not hear from me again, dear cousin, 
befofe^. the Queen. is codie hither. While die 
J^Qgisgoneto meet her, and the wh6le court 
^bs^t, n^ kioswonatani.'wiii go into Anddtisiajl 
ajl>0ttl.S0Bie business she has there^ I m^ht s^cl 
you a short relaidoitiof our little journey, if I 
L 2 
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could be, assured it would please you; -I most 
heartily embrace you. 

From Madrid^ 
Stpt. S(k 



LETTER XV. 



1 H E whole court b returned, and in my me- 
moirs you will find, dear cousin, the particulars 
of the Queen's jouraey. ^e king and she were 
both together in one coach, and the curtains be- 
ii^ all open, I saw her at her arrival here ; she 
was dressed after the Spanish way, and I did not 
think that she looked less handsome in diis, than in 
her French garb ; but the King was dressed uf -/a- 
Schomberg, which is the Spanish habit for the 
country, and it is almost like the Frendk I have 
heard it told, how strangely the Queen' was sur* 
prized the first time she had the honor to see him; 
he had on a.clo^e-bodied coat of grey barragon, 
very short and wide, velvet breeches, stoekings o( 
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pelo; jliat is, raw ailk, whidi tkey wprk so very 
loose .that their skin appears through them; this 
silk is as sms^ as a hair, and though they be very 
3trait, yet the King pulls them on at onc'e^ and 
by that means tears sometimes twenty pairs «ne 
after ^e other. He had also a very fine cravat, 
which the Queen sent him, but it was tied a little 
too loose : his hair was put behind his ears, and 
he wore a grey hat All the journey, which was 
very long, they sat close to each other in a large 
coach, and seldom could understand one another 
but by some certain signs, for the King cannot 
qpeak a word of French, and the Queen^ could 
speak but very little Spanish^ Upon their arrival 
at Macbrid, they went to sing Te Deum at our 
Lady d'Atocha, attended by all the persons of 
quality^ and a multitude of the people, that made 
the air resound with acclamations of joy. After- 
wards dieir Majesties went to Buen Retiro, be- 
cause the apartments in the palace were not yet 
ready, and the Queen was not to remain there till 
she had made her entry. This time must needs 
have beien very tedious to her, for she saw 
no one but the camerera-mayor and her ladies.^ 
She is forced to lead a life so much s^ainst her 
.inclinations, that she has need of all that discretion 
;ind sweetness of temper she is possessed of, to be 
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«Ue io Mtimt k; A^ has mt so' much t» the I- 
^terty ^ diee ifae Fsendi oqdbassador; to he iSatott^ 
it 18 % pc gpc te tt i iorment. All die SpaniA' ladies 
une vdjr foadiiif Iwr, and amongBt themselves pity 

I vfBB BOiM tine ago at <he Cotmtess Yalkni- 
#nMV .fliid in a ^eat ded of coffipany. The 
MwdbiOiMB^Ia Baenteeameiii there, and as 
S^y Are extiiooiely aaperstitioltt' in tiis coimtrf, 
^ ^ tx>U thmty like me aftighted, 4ntt behl^ 
mMi ifae Qmeiky mko lookiiig at herself hi the 
iljlm^ mtihymg her handg^Hdy npmi it, crackdi 
dl fironi tap to hdtfMMii and ^at the 'Queen behdil 
fit wlfaaiit being the least moved, but even latighed 
•ftl the ccosteroatioo ^t sA the ladies about her 
^ureie in, teliiii^ ^em k bt^Hn^ed a Weakness 6f 
ftoiad to take 9Qcb notice of things and accidents lis 
might proceed from natural causes. They (fis- 
.conried and .ugued a great while upon tins ma£- 
'^, xkA widi deq» s^hs, said that dieir Qneeb 
would not liire loog. 

She alao toUtva that the Q^ueen was much more 
^^rb6d at th^ incivtt^of the camerera-mayor, 
.who seemg some of her hairs out of {dace on her 
f^fcbeaid^ ^fk on her fingers to lay them smobth, 
jiftOtt whidi the Queen stayed her arm> teltmg her 
jtff a mi^es^ way <' ^at the b«Bt essaice drare Was 
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not too good/' and that takii^ her httdkercluefy 
she was it great MiUIe cleaning tfiat part of h^ 
hair Which ttes piece of antiquity had so hand- 
somely wet. It is no uncommon idling here to wet 
ihe head all ovter^ the better to smooth and make 
the haiir shine ; tile Qrst time my head was dressed . 
after Ithe Spamsh mode, bbe 6f my relation's wo- 
men undertook this curioiu piece of work, she was 
ho lesis tiia^ ihre^ hoiirs tugging and pulling my 
head; and finding dbat iny hair, whieh is natural^ 
ciiVlibg, wotidd bot comply, without saying a word 
to tie, sbe dipped a ereslt spbi^^ twice in a bason 
b£ ^ter, and baptized me so handsomely that I 
^vais laid tib with a cold for k nionth. 

But to i;etttni to the Queien, it would draw pHj 
jfroiii oii^ tD see how this camerera treats her ; I 
km well assured that she neither suffers her t6 
bive so mtich as k single hair curled, nor to come 
fiear ber chamber windows, nor to sp^ to any 
body; and yet tli^ King loves the Queen sincerely, 
and ^ov the most part eats with her, and that witfr- 
but ceremony, so that very often wtien the maids 
of honor are layihg tte cloth, the King and the 
Queen will divert themselves in helping them, one' 
will lay the cloth, and the other a napkm : the 
Queen h^ her meat dressed after the IVench way, 
mi the King his after the Spanish. Hi^ has a 
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womsm cook to dress all his .victuals, bat the 
Queen endeavours to bring him to like the n^outs 
that are made for her, but he cannot abide them. 
But nov^ you must not imagine that their Mar 
jesties are surrounded with their courtiers when 
they are at dinner, at the most, there are only 
some ladies of the palace, a few menins, but a 
^great many male and female dwarfs. 

The Queen made her entiy on the 13th of Ja- 
nuary; after all tlie {lassages and avenues of. the 
great road which leads to Buen Retirp were stop- 
ped, and all coaches forbid to *come that way, 
there was a triumphal arch built, and die Queen 
painted upon it. It was also covered with divers 
garlands, and had several emblems ao^ plfaer 
things painted ; it was set in the way by which the 
Queen must pass to go into Madrid ; on each side 
. there was a sort of galleries which had places con- 
nived in them, to shew the arms of the several 
kingdoms under the Spanish dominion, joining 
one to anodier, by certain pillars which supported 
some gilt statues, every one of which represented 
crowns and inscriptions which had relation to 
those kingdoms. 

This gallery reached to the triumphal gate on 
the great road, which was very rich and adorned 
]yith several statues, where likewise there were 
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four beautifiil and young maids^ dressed like 
nymfhs, waiting for the Queen, and holding in 
their hands baskets of flowers ready to strew them 
on the ground as she passed ; hardly was one out 
of 4his gate or arch, but a second appeared, and 
so for a great way one after another was seen. 
These were adorned with the Kii^s Council, 
that of the inquisition, the council of the Indies,. 
of Am^on, of State, of Italy, of Flanders, and 
pther places, under so many gilt statues ; that of 
justice was higher raised than all the rest. A 
little further was represented the Golden Age, 
accompanied with the law, rewards, protection, 
Qod punishments. The Temple of Faith was ex-^ 
bibited in a picture, Hcmor and Fidelity opened 
tf^e gate, and Joy came forth to receive the new 
Queen. There was besides, a picture which 
shewed the reception Solomon gave the Queen of 
Sheba, and another where Deborah was giving of 
lnws to her people. There were also the statues 
q( Ceres, Astrea, Union, Virtue, Life, Safety,. 
'J^ime, the Earth, Tranquillity, Pea<;e, Greatness^ 
!(lest, Themis, and Liberality. Amongst thet 
number pf paintings I took notice of, there were 
^neas descending into hell, Cerberus chained by 
the Sybil, the Elysian Fields, where Ancbisea 
chewed his son who should succeed him in hia 
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pa•terilg^ Th^ rait were fiilUwiili an; iafimlti 
iiHnd>er o£ hwog^hios. Thfe Hiaem stbpped^ 
afc the flurd arch, whicfa was o^er againrt a> vety^ 
fine paiteiiB iahor wa^; in it were falls of watefv 
grottoes, iouiiteiiis, and v/hxte auiTble statues. 
Nodiing could be more pleasant than tUs gapdcta : 
it bdboged to the friars of St. Francis -of Prndo, 
who bmih it. The fourth gate iiva» in the niiddfo 
of the pkce called Del Sol : it was not less glo*' 
nous, than the others, by the gold, pictures; statues^ 
and mottoes about it. 
The street where the furriers dwelt was all fiiU 
^ of seeming animals, and their skins were so artifi^ 
eially stuffed, diat any body would have tidcen 
diem for living tygers, lions, bears, and paadiers. 
Hie fifth, which was that of Guadalajara, had its 
peculiar ornaments, and after* that, the Queen 
passed into the goldsonth's street, the side of 
which was set full of angels of pure silver ; there 
were seen also divers buckles of gold, upon which 
were contrived the King and Queen's names, with 
their arms, in pearls, rubies, diamonds, em^tdds, 
and other stones so fine and rich, that the skilful 
'said, there was to the value of above twelve 
millions* 

In the Placa-mayor there vh» an am(^theati^ 
set ftdl of statues, and adorned with painting.' 
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TK UW gate wd^ nair that; In &e midjfie oiT die 

A|k>B6, dl Ae Mme^ die picture of the Itiiig 
arid Queed on hoii^etitok, ancF diven oA^ tliingA 
wBich I cfid notVeniember so miich as t6 give yOU 
»b adcdiiiit of. Ttle palace couit Mrad surrounded 
wittiybung men and niaids, "who represented all 
dtfe rivers^ botii 'great' and small of Spain; they 
wei% crowned with reeds and water Iflies, with 
pots overturned, imd the rest of their attire suit- 
able, l^hey complimented the Queen in Latin 
atid Spaniish. There were also erected in this 
court, two castles of artificial fireworks. All the 
palace was hu^ with the richest tapestry that be- 
longed to the crown, and there are but few places 
in the world where there is finer seen ; two cha* 
riots full of musicians went before their Majesties. 
The magistrates of the city came out of their 
public house in their robes, which were made of 
brocide embroidered with gold ; they wore little 
hats buttoned up, with plumes of feathers, and 
were mounted upon very fine horses, they came 
to present the keys of the city to the Queen, and to> 
receive her under a canopy. The King and the 
Queen-mother went in a coach all open, that the 
people might see them, as far as the countess' of 
Ognate's house^ where the Queen came to th^n. 
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. Six trumpeters in black aod red suits^ in cohh 
paiiy with the city ketde drums mounted upon fide 
liorses, whose housiogs were of black- velvet, 
paarched before the Alcade of the court, the 
Knights of three military orders, namely, Su 
James, Calatrava, and, Alcantara, followed after, 
in cloaks, all embroidered vnth gold, and their 
hats covered with plumes of feathers ; after them 
went the Titulados de Castille, and the officers of 
the King's household, they wore white robes, and 
most of them were Grandees of Spain, their hats 
were trimmed with diamonds and pearls, and their 
magnificence appeared every way ; they had raost 
admirable horses, every one had abundance of 
liveries, and their footmen's suits were of gold and 
silver * brocade, mixed with coloured silk, which 
looked very well. 

The Queen rode upon a curious horse of An- 
dalusia, which the Marquis de Villa Mayna, her 
first gentleman usher, led by the reins; her 
cloaths were so richly embroidered, that you could 
see no stuff; she wore a hat trimmed with a plume 
of feathers, and .the pearl called the peregrina„ 
which is as big as a small pear, and of an inesti- 
mable value ; her hair hung loose upon her shoulders 
and upon her forehead, her neck was a little bare, 
and she wore a sma^U farthingale ; she had uppq 
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^er finger the laiige diamond of the King's^ whicb 
is pretended to be the finest in Europe. Bot the 
Queen's pretty looks, and her channs, shone much 
brighter than all the sparkling jewels widi whicb 
she was adorned ; behind her, and without the 
canopy, went the Duchess de Terra Nova, 
dressed in duenna, together with Donna Laura 
Maria d' Alarcon,~g6vemante of the Queen's 
maids ; they rode each of them upon a mule. Im- 
mediately after them die Queen's maidsj to the 
aumb^r of eight, all covered with diamonds and 
embroidery, appeared upon very fine horses, every 
one having two of die court walking by their.side; 
the Queen's coaches went after them, and the 
guards of the Lancilia brought up the rear. She 
stopped before the Countess of Ognate's house to 
salute the King and the Queen-mother; she alight* 
ed at St. Mary's, where Cardinal Portocarero, 
Archbishop of Toledo, waited f<M* her, and imme- 
diately Te Deum began f as soon as it was ended,, 
she mounted her horse again, and rode to the palace, 
where she was received by the King and Queen- 
mother^ the King helped her off her horse, ^nd 
the Queen'^rabther takii^ her by the hand^ led her 
to her apartment, where all the ladies were waiting 
for her, and fell on their knees with all bumiUty to 
kiss, her band While I am. upon this head of tjti^ 
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betfrd there are cerfainlti^ra and rolbs establbhed m 
tiie pakce/wfaicfa have. been observed tfa^ foi 
fllKy^e'tluese fatloihred'years^ without the l^ast d<tji^« 
tdon, iiaiy arb called the orders or cer^monkli 
ofdiepadace; they run' thiu: ''That the Qei&m 
pi Spain shall go to bed at ten o'clock in sikniiiei'i 
aiid m^^ in winter/' At the QueenV fiMt beii^ 
hat she did not consider the appointed hour, it 
seemed tb her reieuionaiAe that the>ule of going to 
bed, dioidd be when one was sleepy ; but it he* 
guently happened, that as she was eating her 
8U|iper, sbm^ of her in^naen, widiout jsaying a 
word to her, would hcffn to undress her head^ 
wibA others pull o£f her shoos under the table, and 
so hinrry her to bed with that haste, as made her 
very much wonder. 

The King of Spain sleeps in one apartment, 
and the Queen in another, but his present Ma^* 
jiest^ loves the Que.en too well to lie from her. 
It is thus noted, 'VThat when the Kii^ comes 
out of his own chamber in the night to go into the 
Queen's, he miost wear hii^ shoes like slippers> (for 
here they make no slippers) his black cloak upon 
his shoulders, instead of a night-gown, (of which 
no one makes use at^Madrid) his broquel, or buck-* 
lar, (of which 1 have spoken in some of my former 
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le^rs) ftytened uader hk akte^ and hii bottle fmt*i 
ened 1^ a stting tl> Uie Q^r:" tmt you mu^t wA^ 
tlnidc^k bottle hdds drink to queilch thirst, it: 
iflh for ^ ^te contrttry pori^ose, vrhich jo^ must-! 
gneas. Witfaail tbi» abeoutrentent, the King has 
be»ktal$ » loi^ rapier is one hand> and a dark Ian«- 
thom in the oth«r; and in Ais 'manner he is* 
obl^ed to go all alone intb the Queen's chamber. . 

There is^ another order of the ceremonial^ "which^ 
i9, ^<' That after the King ha» taketi a mistress,- 
and happens to fcH'sake her, she must be a nun/' 
as I have already told you. I have heard that the 
laH^ King, being in love vnth a lady of the palate, 
he knocked one night softly at her chamber door,^ 
aa she imagined it was he, she v^ould not open it, 
and <^y said to him through the door, Bay a, baya^ 
con Dios no quiero ser monja ; that is to say,' 
'< Go, go> God be with you, I have no mind to 
be a nun." 

It is also set down, '* That the King every time: 
he receives a favour fn>m his mistress must give- 
b^r four pistoles.'' You perceive he wiU not ruin 
bis estate thus, and that the expense he is at for 
his pleasure is very moderate. To tUs purpose 
it is puMickly known, that Philip IV. the father 
of^ihe present King, having heard of the beauty 
of a famous courtesan^ went to see her at her. 
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house;. but being a religious observer of the or* 
dersy he gave her but four pistoles ; she was very 
angry at so disproportionate a recompence to h^ 
merits but dissembling her displeasure^ Ae ()ressed 
herself like a cavellero and went to see the King^ 
Mid after she had made herself known^ and had 
had a most particular audience of him^ she puUecl 
out a purse of four hundred pistoles, and laid it 
upon the table : " It is thus/* said she, ** I pay 
my mistress f pretending diat this time the King 
was her mistress, seeing she came in mau^a cloaths 
to find him out. 

By these ceremonials, the fixed time of the 
King's going to any of his houses of pleasure are 
known, whether it be to the Escurial, to Aran- 
juez, or to Buen-Retiro, so that without staying^ 
for his orders, all his equipage is sent away, 
and early in the morning, they go to awake 
him, that he may rise and put on those cloatbs 
that are set down in the orders, according to 
the season, and after that be steps into his great 
coach, and so very contentedly goes, where several . 
ages past it has been agreed on that hemust go. 

When the appointed time comes to return, 
though the King is never so well pleased where he 
is, yet he must go away, that be may not alter th^ 
custom. 
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It is also kDown when he is to go to confession^ 
and to perform his devotions, at that time the con- 
fessor comes, and presents himself. 

Every courtier, and even the ambassadors, are 
obliged when they go into the King's chamber, to 
put on certain little lawn cuffs, which they wear 
quite flat upon their sleeves ; there are shops in the 
guard-room, where the Lords hire them, and 
return them when they come put. In like man^ 
ner all the ladies are to wear pattens when they go 
into the Queen's presence, I think I have already 
told you, that these are a kind of- sandals, into 
. which the shoe is fastened, and which raises them 
up veiy high; if they should appear before the 
Queen without these sandals, she would take it 
veiy ill. 

The Queens of Spain have none but widows 
and maids about them, the palace is so full of 
them, that you can see nothing else through the 
lattices and in the balconies, and here is one thing 
to me seems' very singular, which is, that a man, 
although he be married, i^ allowed to declare him* 
self the lover or gallant of a lady of the palace, 
and for her sake to commit all the follies, and 
so to spend all the money he can, without being 
in the least blamed for it. You shall see these 
gallants in the court, and all the ladies in the win-* 
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daws ; \vheh it i^ ^etr dkily eAi{>Ioyideiit to dis- 
eotirse wtA> and entertaifi one Wbdtli^r By the 
fingers : for you mtist know that their hunds dpeak 
a hinguage that is perfectly intelligible ; ^nd 48 it 
Aught ht guessed that it was alwajfs alike^ and 
that the safmte sighs always meant the same things, 
sothe^ f%ree wfth their mistresses npoii certain 
pitvate signs and atctio'nit, which no one else Un- 
dm^nds. Thisr kbd of lovb i^ public, a man 
ihust be of a peculiar s6tt 6f wit and humour, 
dexterously to manage Atise intrigues, imdto be' 
Accepted by the U^egj for they u^6 ivcmderfiilly 
d&lic^e and nite, they dd hbt t^ likb o&er 
pebplfe. fii ikt- palace tJhere rfei^iur a cferfadn g^- 
rihis atid straih of M^tt, qiiite dinereht from Jdiat 
in the city, and so peculiar, that one must learii 
it ai^ one would an art or tr^de. When the <3ueen 
goes abi^ad, iSl, or hoVveVer tke greatest part of 
lij^ hcK^s go with hiei* ; Aeii the gallants, who 
me constaiitly ufjola th^ watch, go on foot by their 
coach kim^, that they taoy enjoy their conversa- 
ti6n. tt is really go^ sport to see how* these poor 
Ibvers dirty themselves, for the streets are exceed- 
ingly nasty; but then, the more dirty me more 
gallant. When the Queen returns home late, 
ttiere dre carried before the coaches whete her 
ladies are, forty or fifty flambeaux of white wax ;' 
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•and this sometimes tndfies ft vefy ^^toiibfis tUumina- 
tioD; for lliei^e are %ef»rd ^ttrndies, and in bveiy 
one divers Indies, «o that freqtiitenttf you may see 
above a thousand flambeaux, besides those thie 
^nesn has. 

When the la4ies of the pahce iM let bibdd, tfa^ 
chirurgeon takes a pro^igiofis caa^ of fhid ligil^'re, 
fiUet, or any doth or handkerchief 6po& which 
nny of die blood of die fiik one had fldletl; fdtfik 
never feils to make k rich {sves^nt Of it td the ea*- 
vdlbro that loves her, -and this b lotib^ ^tpdot^ f6 
be « vrartlrjr occaston lor a mait to t^ hiftt^f t5 
aH aniaite ; there havie been ^me'M ^«ti^vd^»tldy 
fobl&h, as to ^ve the <:fakttfge|Ml the grcfiAe^t ]p»tfft 
tf llieir fdate; you mm, not ftn^y tfais ismij i 
spoon, a f<Mrk, or n knife, which may Jbie Ae stock 
of a;great many vre knofw ; no, no, i assure you, 
this ^tends to the value of thfee or four thousand 
crowns; and this is a custom so rooted amongA 
them, that a man^had rather feed upon nothing 
biit radishes and leeks all the year long, than hoi 
to perform what he is obliged to do upon these 
Sort pf occ^ons. 

Few of the ladies of the palace leave it Widiout 

beni^ advantageously married; there are also lite 

Queen's metdnes, who are so veiy young vrfien 

4hey oome to her^ that she baa some not above sit 
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or seven years old ; these are children of the h^* 
est quality. I have se^n some of them more 
beautiful than the god of love himself was ever 
.painted. ^ 

On some solemn days, when the ladies of the 
palace go abroad, ojr when the Queen gives au- 
dience, every lady has tfa^ privil^e to place by 
her sides two cavelleros/who put on their hats be* 
fore their majesties, although they be not grandees 
.of Spain; they »xe called Embevecidos, that is, 
f* drunk with love," and so transported with their 
passion, ai^d the pleasure of beiog near their mis* 
tresses^ that they are , inciapable of minding any 
ibxxig else, they are permitted to be covered for 
the same reason that madmen are, who understand 
not their obligation to decency and good manners; 
but yet to enjoy this liberty, they must have leave 
from their ladies, otherwise they dare not (wesume 
to attempt it. - 

There, is no other diversion at court th«i play; 
but durmg the carnival, they empty eggs by a little 
bole in the shell, and fill them fiill of sweet scented 
Mater, and then stop them up again with wax; and 
when the King is at a play, he throws these at 
every body, and evety one in imitation of his ma* 
Jesty throw them likewise at one another ; this per- 
fumed rain makes the air very sweet, but withal 
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urets people pretty handsomelyy and this is one of 
their greatest pastimes> there is hardly any body' 
at dib season but what carries an hundred of the 
^g-shellsy that are either filled with orange-flower^ 
or some other sweet-scented water^ and as they go 
along in their coaches throw them in people's feces. 
At this time the people also please themselves af- . 
ter their fiashion ; for example, they will break off 
the neck of a bottle, and tie the part that is within 
the wicker to the tail of a dog, and sometimes you 
aluili see above two thousand run after him. 

The King's dwarf is the prettiest duit I ever saw, 
his name is Levisillo; be was bom in Flanders; 
he. is extremely little, and exactly well proportion- 
ed; he has a handsome face, an admirable com- 
plexion, and not only wittier than one can imagine, 
but withal very wise and learned. When he goes 
to take die air, diere is a groom to wait on him, - 
who rides upon one horse, and carries another be- 
fore him, which is so very small, that it may pro- 
perly be termed a dwarf horse, and is as handsome 
for his kind as his master is for his. This horse 
is brought To the place where Levisillo is to 
mount him, for he would be almost tired were he 
to walk so far; and it is really a great pleasure to 
see the dexterity of this little animal and his mas- 
ter, when he orders him like a managed horse, r 
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40 9^mr^ yQtt ikfA vditiiihe is. upon hia>badc» theji? 
do QQt l>i;Mh iai4^« abov^ thr^ ifmxHrsof an elt mi 
b^ighl;.. lie m^ very seiictu^ly die otbar daj,. 
'' iibat he^ Mfpuld : %ht tb^ . bnU at tlie tot bvtt^ 
f^ast^ {qr.iii^M^^ of;h|9 Bui^i:!^.; Donna' Ebin;" 
Xhis i9. a Iktle.gkl aboutt seven ore^bfcyeacsjctf? 
%fb . b||t very .b^yiiful* llie Qyeea commanded 
h^ to bf$ her gallant* It. is a great happioeas for? 
tb|s d^ld t^at she is fallen iiflo ths Queen's hand^: 
I will- tell, you, hQWj it happened 

The fathers of; mercy went to redeem a certaiii. 
i^uiiiber oft slaves wfaiGh they bron^t to Madrid : 
1^ accordi^ to their custom of coming through-. 
iiifi eit^ in.processkm, the Queen chanced to cast 
hor eyes. upon, a <:aptive woman^ who led- two* 
little girls by • the.faaad ; they seemed to he sisters^, 
but tberoi was this diffienenoe between' ihiemf the. 
o;9e was e^Uremely hiipdsome^ and the other as- 
ugly. The. Queen imad^ .her conies' to bevy and 
ask^d her, /' If; she was the mother of. those two ^ 
c|)M4renr sbe-aDSweced, '' 'Hist. she. was mother; 
only to thcL ugly one " " Audi how came ^<h& byi 
the other f" said the Queen. ^^ Madam>" refdiedi 
Che wo^ati^ ^^ wewerevin a vessel in^ which therei 
w;as a^ grdat Jady big . wilh . ch3d,. but we (fid ^not 
know wbQ she waa^ only by ^her attoncbNit8>- and 
tl|e rjchofisi of her cloalha>. it.was. easy to thplt 
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fi|j^t w^ were taken, tbe gn^i^ V^t oj^I^.Rf^: 
plf \Ker^ ^)p4i ^ ^^^ ^^ • ^9 '^fM^^^fVA ^)^^ 
she^ feJil in travail, apfl as soqn 99Jlf^ "^ffl.l^^^^. 
died* I .was i^ ber, and spc^og^ this poor li^/ 
capture witho^^ a nur^, av^ read; to periat^ I 
rpsolv^' to nouri^ it jip wv^idx nay owjo, if it Mfaa 
possible. As soon as the coi;iiaira were ni4Stfsr»,,(^f 
our shijp, they divided the^ bo^ty aoAq^slii tl^gi^* 
selves: th^y were in twp vfssek, andso e^cbtocdj;^, 
away with them, the. lot that was fallen to th^m* 
Thpse rpm^i|ii|g woipen, and othcyr servants who 
belonged to this lady, were on oneaiiie of,d^. 
ve^i, and I on t|ie qtl|er;; so thafi 4|}fidv>b'' 
C9qtinue4 ithe.;Won|iai^ ^* I w/as/^v^r iible jto 1^^ > 
vfhat or wh<^ thei penyoii was^whofl^ chil4 I s^ved*. 
I^ nffw look upon her as my own daughter^ 
and sh^ l]{e)ieyes J arn, hei; mptti^r/' ''.So chnrit* 
a^.a de^, saj^ ,4iV,Q«ie!EtP» ^idi.^t go unre- 
w^ifl^; I slial^ take: eafeiof yOtt^ and. tbe little,in* 
cQg|Q^t9 I lyiJil ko^p/' Asd iadeiad tke^QueepJavea. 
it so extremely, th^ . tbe, girl wears veiy^ riab- 
cloaths. She fallow$:he«. Majesty every whene, 
a^d talks to her wilji dml. grace aod. freedom as 
sufficiendy dedares heir to be.o£ no mfau oriiiinal. 
Perhsips time may discover who sh» ]s«. 
Hfr§^ arer none of those, solemn and ifdea^nlv; 
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ftstivak- which tare at Versailles, when the ladies 
have' the* honour to eat with their majesties: ^ All' 
is very reserved in thb court, and in my opmion, 
nodung but a general and constant habit coold pre- 
vent abundance of thii^ from bang extremely 
tedious to them. Those tacfies who do not actually 
dwell- at court, never come to it, but \when the 
Queen sends for them, nor is she allowed to send' 
for them often. She' lives for the most part with- 
out any other company than her women/ never was 
th^e any life more' mefamcboly than hers. 
' yfhetk she goes a huntii^, (and you must know,> 
that of all the Queens that have reigned in~ Spain, 
she is the first that has had diis lib^ty) and h' 
cbme to the place appointed for mounting on 
horseback, she must set her feet upon the coach' 
boot, and so throw hereelf upon her horse. . It is- 
not long since she had one, who being a little shy 
and skittish, would start away as dbe leaped upon 
him, and so die had a most grievous fall. When 
the Kii^ is there, he assists her, but nobody eke 
dare' come so near the Queens of Spain as to 
touch them and help them on horseback ; they had 
rather they should be hurt, and that their Hves 
should be exposed to the greatest danger. 

She has fourteen matra$Bes or qniHs upon her 
bed; there is neither flocks nor foadieWbeds used 
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h&^f these qttilt» being made of Spanish wool, 
which is the finest in &e world; Aey are not 
abinre three &^rs thick, so that her bed is iio 
higher > than one of ours in France. They make 
^bsse matrasses so thin that they mscy the more 
easUy be turned and removed; and indeed I haws 
observed diat they keep hollower, and are not neiur 
so bard as ours* 

. It is the custom in Madrid for. the mseter cxr 
mistriBsses of the house to go brfore those that 
come to see them; they diink this is a piece of 
great civilMy, to leave, ssey they, a person in die 
possession of all that is in the rbooi. As to. the. 
women, diey do not kiss one anodier in th^ 
iMdutetion, they only ^esent their hand without 
glove. 

They have another custom, which I think odd 
and pecidiar enough, and that is, when a daughter 
has a mind to be manied, and is the. eldest, and 
bas already made her choice, though both h^ fa- 
ther and mother are i^nst die match, she need 
only go to the curate of the parish and tell him 
the matter, and the business is done. Immedi- 
ately he takes her from her parents' house, and 
either puts her into a convent, or to some devout 
lady, where she remains for a little time; after- 
wards, if she perseveres in her resolution, the fa- 
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ther and mother are obliged to give her a portion 
nutable to her qualky and their estate, and in 
spite of them she is married. Partly upon this 
account it is, that such care is taken to keep their 
dauf^ters close, and to let no body speak to diem, 
and so to make it difficult for them to take any 
measures for the management of an intrigue. 
Othehvise, provided the cavellero be a gentle<* 
man, it is sufficient, and he may marry his mis- 
tress, thoi^h die should prove to be the dau^h* 
ter of a grandee of Spain. 

Since my being m this country, I think I have 
not ne^ected informing you of every thing ; I will 
now proceed to finish my memoirs of the coiurt of 
Spain, seeing those I first sent you please you so 
well. I shall send you the rest as fast as any 
thing happens that is worth your curiosity and 
notice. I do also promise to write you the re- 
lation you desired of me. But for all these trifles, 
I must beg you, . dear cousin, to grant me some- 
Aing that is considerable^ and that is, die con- 
tinuation of your friendship, for which I have a 
just value* 

From Madrid, 
S^p/. 28, 1681. 
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A LETTER 

ON THE 

STATE OF SPAIN, 

AS IT WAS IN THE Y£AR 1700. 
BY AN ENGLISH GENTLEMAN. 

X ou desired in your last some account of the 
court of Spain, and more particularly touching 
die nobility thereof, in which I shaU endeavour to 
satisfy you, so far as is come to my knowledge; 
for you must understand the Spaniards are a 
proud reserved people, with a great opinion of 
tEeir own, and as mean a - one of other nations^ 
which makes them very difficult of access, and so 
by consequence, it is a hard thbg for a stranger to 
form that friendship among persons of quality, 
which is necessary for a due information of mat- 
ters concerning people of the first rank; which 
consideration, joined to the natural jealousy of the 
men of diat country, as well as the cusfomaly re- 
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servedness of the women, makes me <^n smile to 
hear our travelling gallants relate their fnendship 
with the gentlemen^ and intrigues with the ladies, 
with so much' falsehood and confidence. 

The present King is Charles II. the Emperor 
Charles V. of the hduse of Austria, his ancestor, 
being the first of that name. This prince was 
bom on Sunday the sis^th of November, I66I, at 
half an hour after twelve at noon, to the great joy 
of his father Philq> IV. and his modier Donna 
Mariiana de Austria, sister of the present Em* 
peror ; his nephew, the Dauphin of France, be- 
ii^ bom the sixth ; his father died the twenty-fifidi 
. of November, 1665. The next ds^ the councils 
went in state, and proclaimed the new King, and 
kissed his hand. On the eighth of November, 
the town of Madrid lift up the standard for the 
new King, by the hands of Don Ramim de Gus- 
man, Duke of Medina de los Torres, accompa- 
nied by the nobility, king at arms, 8lc: Having 
mounted a scaffold richly covered in the great 
piazza, the oldest king of arms having proclaimed 
silence three times, the duke lifts up the standard, 
crying, three times, '^Castilla for the Catholic King, 
Charles the Second of that name, whom God 
preserve," all the people crying out,, fiva. They 
not using to crown their Kings at present, a day 
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or two after, Don Louis de Arragon, Duke of 
Cardonna and Segorbe, the most ancient knight 
of the Golden Fleece, luiigfated him in presence 
of several kpights of that order, put on hin^ the 
collar of the Golden Fleece, with the usud cere- 
monies; the Princes of Astilliana, AuclmOj^ and 
Montalto, doing him homage for Italy, Prince of 
Barbangon for Flanders, the ambassador for Ger-^ 
many, and the Duke of Cardonna for Spain; he 
remained under the tutelage of his mother till the 
year 1675, whjen he took on him the government. 
He ia an easy man, tall and thin, fiedr, with the 
Austrian great under lip, but of mean capadty, 
and not at all active, which mdces-thef Sjl^^tiiards 
often cry oiit, " Whed shall we have a King of 
our own complexion f* they speak very slightly of 
him,' as of dri innocent, but yet are very loyal, 
laying idl Aie miscarriages in the govemfaient on 
the ministers, who are changed often enoughs ^^ 
As to the nobilijy of this kii^dom, they maybe 
divided into the higher and lower; die former 
comprehending only such as are grandees df SpiHn> 
who are coverbd ia presence of the King ; they 
were so orctered by Charles Vv to avoid the com- 
petitions between the great men of Spain, «nd 
Prihces of Germany, and in some sort to make . 
them equal ; there are said to be three d^rees of 
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pre-eattoence heiiein. The first come into the^ 
Kill's preseiice, spesdc to him UQCovfired, and 
then put on their hats; the second. 6peak to the 
King and put not on their hats till the King has 
spoken to them ; the third q>eak to die King^ and 
stand by till the King c<H?nroand8 diem, to cover. 
The names and tides of these grandees follow 
hereafter in an alphabetical order. 



Dukes of, 

1. AbndianteS) his name Alenca^tre, his estates 
in Pprtngal i|nd Castille. 

2< Alburquerque, his name Cueva, his estates 
ki CastiUe. 

3. Alalia, his name Ribora, his, estates in An-^ 
dalusia,: now united by marriage to the Duke of 
Medina Celi. 

4. Alva, his mmie Toledo, bis estates in Cas- 
tiUe, Granada and Navarre. 

5. Arcos, his name Poncedeleon/ his estates in 
.^ddalusia. 

. 6. ArisGot, his name Areiibeig, his estates in 
Flandav. 

7. Aveiro> his name Alencastire, Ins estates^ in 
Porti^l. (i\xcos.) 
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8. Bueoa, his name Codava^ bis estates m An- 
dalusia and Naples. (Sessa.) 'i 

9. Barcelos, his name Pereira and Portugal, his 
estates in Portugal. 

10. Bgar, his name Zuniga, his estates in Cds- 
tille and Andalusia. 

11. Braecian, his name Vesmo, his esfetes in 
Italy. 

12. Braganza, his name Pereira and Por- 
tugal, his estates in Portugal, now Kings thereof. 

13. Carmina, his name Meruses, his estates in 
Portugal. 

14. Cardonna, his name Arragon, Pole, Cordo- 
va, his estates in Castille, Andalusia, Valentia and * 
Gi^onia. (Medina Celi.) 

15. Cea, his name Sandoval, his estates in Cas* 
tillia._ 

16. Esealona, his name Pacheco, his estates in 
Castille. 

17. Feria, his name Figueroa, his estates in 
JEstremadura. 

18. Frias, his name Velasco, his estates in Cas- 
tille. (the constable.) 

ly. Gandia, his name Borja, his estates in Va- 
lentia. 

£9* Gustales, his name Gonzaga, his estates in 
Lombardy. (L^ure.) 
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ftU. Hurfty his name Croy^ his estates in Flan- 
ders. 

22. Hijar, his same Sylva, his estates in Cas- 
tille and Arragon. 

£3. Hoescar, his name Toledo^ his estates in 
Granada. 

. 24. Infentado, his nam^ Meadosaii his estates im 
Castille. (Ad. of Arragon.) 

25. Lerma/ his name Sandoval Rosas, his es- 
tates in CastiQe. (Medina Celi.) 

96. Linares, his name Alencastre, his estates in 
Portugal. 

d7« Maquid^i, his name Cardenas, his estates in 
Castille and Valentia. (Naxera.) 

28. Medina Celi, his naikie Corda, hiid estates 
in Qistille and Andalusia. 

29« Medina « Rioseco, his name Henriques, 
his estates in Castille and Sicily. (Admiral of 
Castille.) 

SO. Medina Sidonia, his name Ousman, his es^ 
tates in Andalusia. , 

31. Medina de los Torres, his name Gusman^ 
his estates in Castille and Andalusia. 

32. Montako>.his name Moncada and ArragOn, 
his estates in Sicily. 

33. Montelecn, his name Pignatelfi, his estates 
in the kingdom of Naples. 
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- 94. Naxera, his name Muuiqiie de Lara^ bis 
estates in Castille. 

35. Nothera, his name Caraffii and Castriote^ 
his estates in Naples. ' ' 

561 Ossuna, his iKone CriroD, hb estates in Ah* 



37. Paliano, bis name Colona, his estates itk 
Naples, and lancf of the Church. 

3S. Pastrano, his name Silva, hiv estates in 
Castilie. 

39' Pegnaraiida, his name Zuniga^ bis estates' 
in CastHie. . 

40. St. Lucar, hb name Gasman^ hb esbttes ia? 
Andalusia. (Medina de los Rios.) 

41. Segorbe, hb name Arragon^ hb estates in 
Valentia. (Medina Cell.) 

43. St. Peter, hb name Spinola, his estates in 
Milan, Genoa. 

43. Sessa, his name Fernandez de Cordova, his 
estates in Naples. 

44. Salmoneta, his name Cajectano, hb estates 
in the land of the Church. 

45. Terranova, hb name Arragon and Cortez, 
his estates in Sicily and CastUle. \ 

46. Torrecusa, his name Carraciolo, hb estates. 
Hi Naples. 

M a 
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47. Tixnik, hk name. Doria, his estates in Na- 
ples^ Genoa. 

48. Torres Novas^ bis name Alencastre his es- 
tates in Portugal. 

49* Veraguas^ his name Cohunbus. and Por- 
tugal^ his estates in Andalusia, Jamaica, and 
Peru. 

50. Vivona, his. name Peralta imd.Arnigon, his 
estates ip Sidly. 

5 1 . Villa Hermosa, his name Arragon and Borja, 
his estates in Am^on. 

52. Uzeda, his name Sandoval y Roxas, his 
estates in CastiHe. 



Prince of, 

53. Asculi, his name Leiva, his estates in Na« 
pie?. 

54. Bisiuana, his name San Severino, his estates 
in Naples. 

55. Botera, his name Colona, his estates in Si- 
cily. 

' 56. ligni, his name Ugni, his estates in Flan- 
ders. 

57. Melchi, his name Doria, his estates in 
Naples. 
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58. tAcihtBL, his luune Gonzaga, his estates in 
Lombardy and Naples; 

' 59* StillaRa, \iia name - Carafia, his estates 
in Naples-and Lombwdy. (Medina de Rioseca.) 

60. Saknonay his name Burgesio^ his estates in 
Bolognia and the Church. 

61. Vinosa and Piombina, his name Ludovico, 
his estates in Naples and Tuscany^ 



Makquises of, 

6S* Aguilar, his name Mann^e^ his estates in 
Castille. (Fegiliana.) 

63. Aytona^ his name Moncada, his estates in 
Catalonia. 

' 64. Akanizas, his name Henriques, his estates 
in Castille and India. 

' 65. Astorga, his name Ossorio and Villa Lobos, 
his estates in Castille and Leon. 
'"66. Balb^cesy his name Spinoh^ his estates in 
Castille. 

67* Camarasa, his name Cbbos and Luna^ his 
estates in Arragon and Galicia. 
* 68. Del Carpioj his name Hkro, his estates in^ 
Andahisia. ' ' 
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.. 60, CwlA RoMgo, his QameMouKi uld Corte 
Real, his estates in Portugal^ 
. 70* CoiHures^-.hk name Apib aod Cordova^ 
hit» estates kn Andalasia. (Mednia Cell.) ' 

71. Deaia, his name Sandoval and Roctasi his 
estates, in Valentia. (^DitloO 

7d, Hiyioiosai his name M^mdoza and Arrel- 
lano, his estates in CastUle and Rioja. 

7S. Leganez, his name Missia and Gusman^ 
his estates in Castille. 

74. Mondexar^ his name Mendoza^ ids estates 
in Castille. 

Pescara, his name Avalos^ 



^ Pescara, hu name Avalos^ '\ 
5. J his estates in Naples. f 

% i Del Basto, his name Avalos^ C 

V his estates in Naples. y 



in Naples. J P^"^^"' 

77* Priego, his name Cordova and Aguilar^ his 
estates in Andalusia. (Duke of Feria.) 

76. Santa Cruz^ his name Bazan, his estates in 
Castille. (Astorgas.) . 

79. Velada^ his name Davila, his estates in ' 
' Castille. 

60. De los Veles> his name Faxardo, his es« 
tates hi Murcia. 

81. Villa Franca> his name Toledo and Osso^ 
rio^ his estates in Leon^ Galicia, and Naples.. 



\ 
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82. yyiiiia^ hk ii«tt^ ThAs^y \m eMated id 
Castille and the Maaclui^ <J)iike of Eftcaknu) \ 

CoN^SBS or Eabls of, 

' 83.» Altamira, his name Moscoso^ his estates ia> 
Galicia. • 

84. Alua de listo^ his name Henriques, his ^s« ' 
tates in CastiUe. 

85. Urenna^ his name Tellez GireQ> his estates 
in Andalusia. (Duke of Ossuna.) 

86. Aranda^ his name Urrea^ his estates in Ar- 
ragou. 

^ 87^ BeneventOy his name Pimedlely his- ^sti^es 
in Castille. 

88. Cabra^ his name Cordova, his estates in 
Andalusi^. (Duke of Sessa.) 

89* Egmont, his name Egmoiit, his estates in 
Flanders. 

90. Fuensaliddi his name Aysda, his estates in 
Castille. 

91. Lemos, his name Castro^ his estates in Ga« 
licia. (Mardel Qarjfno.) 

92. Lerin, his name Braumont and ToIedo> 
his estates in Navarre. 

93* Monterey, his name A2evedo Zuniga and 
Fonsecca^ his estates in Galicia.. 
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04. OimresyUBiwie OoBman, Ui estates in 
AiKfadunai (Med. de ka Torres.) 

95. Onnata^ hk name Ladroo de Guevara^ his 
estates b Castiile. (Med. de los To^es.) 

96. Oropesa, his name Toledo, his estates in 
Gutiile. 

97. Santa Gadea, his name PftdiHa, his eslsites^ 
in Castiile. 

98. Medellin, his name Portocarrero, bis es* 
tat^ in Palma. 

- Of these gramiees there are some more eminrat 
thait others. The family of the Duke of Medina 
Geli, Bon Lbms ^ la Corcb/ Henriques de Ri- 
bera, Sandoval y Roxas, Ayala, Arragon, Fole y 
Cordova, may well be esteemed the first ; as diat 
by the Corda, he is lineaHy descended from the 
KmgB of CaHille and France; and by the Aira- 
goD, the modier*s family, from the Kii^s df Ar- 
ragtm; aU whose royal ensigns he carries in his 
arms. There is united in his person seven gran^ 
deeships, as enjt^in^ the tides and estates of Me- 
dina Cell, Cardonna, Segorbe, Lerma, y Alcala, 
being five Dukedoms, Gomares and Ifenia, two 
Marquisites, besides a great many odier tides,, 
which only cany the pre-eminence of titles of 
Castiile; of which we shall speak hereafter.. To. 
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these tide8> be has the support of above four huih; . 
dred thousand diifcats per annum, about one hiui* 
dred thousand pounds sterling; so that I doubt 
not but he 'may jusdy deserve the appellation of 
the most illustrious subfect in Europe. 

Gttsman duke of Medina Sidonia was in very 
high esteem, till his concern in die revolt of Por- 
tugal from Spain ; the duke of Braganza, after- 
wards King of Portugal, havii^ married his sister, 
who Ivere parents of Katherine, Queen to Charles 
II. His revenue was one hundred thousand du* 
cats by cu^xxns of his port of St.. Lucar, and 
one hundred thousand ducats by his fishery of. 
tunny fidi at Cortes, and one hundred thousand 
ducats , by raats of kuMfe. And of the same 
family, is Gusman Duke of Medina de los To|w 
res, St. Lucar the Greater, Prince ofStiHano^ 
by which his name Caraffa, Gopde de Oiivares,^ 
and Conde de Ornate, by which last bk ^ Hame 
is Ladronde Guevara, and is hereditary post- 
nnister general of Spain. This fiaunity oune to, 
their grandeur by marriage, ieind being chief minis- 
t^s to Philip IV. they are accounted the richest 
subjects the Kii^ of Spain has, possessing neaic 
one hundred and twenty thousand ducats per 
annum revenue. . N. B. A ducat is about four, 
i^illings sterling. ■■ - ■ t 

Vetocp, Duke of Friasy better, known by the 
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tide of ebttftable of Castille^ u esfeemed tk^ 
most aoci^Dt, from whence diat of the poet : Tan 
Hidaigdcomo el Rey y mat vicip^-que feiasco; 
as much a gentlehian as the Kingy and more an- 
cient than Velasco ; aa hy{)erbollcal qpeecb to ex- 
pr^s die antiquity of that family. The late coo- 
stable being one day at dimier with the Marquis 
del PriegOy who is also Duke of Feria ; as the 
custom was, the Marquis's cook set the last dish 
on the table. The constable commending bis d- 
vilitieSy the Marquis repKed, *' He did. well to 
commoidhkn, for he was of -Us family:^' upon 
which the constable demandmg his name, which 
was Pedro .Vehsco, returned on . the Marquis,.- 
** Here you see the old proverb confirmed. Ma- 
jores^ Pedro que m Amoy Peter is a better man 
thaii his master. The fiist gentleman of the fa* 
mtly of Velasco, is the Marquis del f^ico^ go* 
yernor of. the citadel of Antwerp at this time. 
' Henriques, Duke of Medina Rioseca, better 
known by the titles of Admiral of Castille and 
Mendoza; Duke of Infmtado, by that of Ad- 
miral of Arragon; and several of thes« are united 
to other families. The lower nobility of Spain 
al-e such, that though they enjoy the titles of 
diikes, marquises, princes^ earls, &c. yet they 
have not the privilege of covering in the King's* 
presence, and are caUed*titIes of Castille ; amcHig 
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y/hkh die grandeea eldest sons are chief. The 
grandiees have all the stUe of excellency, but these 
only of lordship, unless otherwise graduated by 
<^ce9 or places. These titles are very numerous, 
die Spaniards being very ambitious of honour, 
and by consequence many of them very poor. 
A friend of mine in Seville, told me, diat in one 
year, in that city only, diey had above thirty new 
tides 6t earls and marquises made, which be- 
fore, as he told me, (no comian) did not dine ; 
and I askbg him what they did now, he made 
answer, que no cenavan, (they did not sup) so 
true it ii, that diey will starve their own carcases, 
and their families, for an empty tide,- uhd yet 
. they will have a coach, and good cloaths, Vhatso* 
ever become of the rest. 

The gentry ate as numerous in Spain as in any 
country in the world, and their families are very 
ancient, the reason or their preservmgthem so well, 
is, diat all estates in land are intailed, and cannot be 
alienated, but in case of failure of issue, and not 
then, without a great deal of charge and trouble, 
which is the occasion that land is so very dear there, 
wordi thirty-nine to forty yearns purchase. Also in 
every city, in the archives, they keep a register of 
all the families that belong thereto, with the al- 
liances they make, v^hich %re also the more needs* 
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saiy; because bo, one can be made a knight widioatR: 
full proofsof bis being dear for four gen^ratioiis, 
bj father and mother^ of the blood of Jews and 
Moors, with whom the Spaniards have been very, 
much mixed in former times, especially in Anda- 
lusia ; therefore men of estates in Spain, are ex- 
tremely ambitious of knighthood, because then 
their blood is out of que^on, and every younger 
brother of a good family is also very desirous 
thereof; bo4i because that honour may maintain 
him in that respect in tbi$ world, which his want of 
estate would lose, and also for that thereby they are 
capacitated more readily to obtain c^ces and places, 
civil and military. I have known several made 
knights, that all dieir estate and credit would hardly 
iunount to make up sixty pounds, for the chai|^ 
of being invested therewith ; and I remember to 
have seen fourteen kni^ts in the retinue of the 
Marquis of Laguna,, when he went viceroy to 
Mexico in his livery, so that we may well put the 
luujghts of Spain^ into the old list of the poor com- 
panions. 

The orders of knighthood in Spaii^ are these i 
(that of the Golden Fleece, nor that of St John's, 
cannot be reckoned Spanish orders ;, the former be- 
ing given only to some very great men, and that in 
Flapders and Germany as well as Spam, and is 
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a^uliar to the King of Spain, as Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and head of the house of Austria; the last 
is common to all the popish gentry in Europe:), 
therefore the Spanish orders are St. Jago, Cala- 
trava, and Alcantara. There is hardly any grandee 
or nobleman in Spain that is not of one of these 
orders, and it b beneficial as well as honourable ; 
they having many commendaries belpnging to. 
them. 

. The first, or order of St. Jzgp is the eldest, 
' though not esteemed the best, because they in pro* 
ducing the proofs of pure blood, pardon the quar- 
ter part on the mother's side, which the othersdo not. 
The, habit is a long white robe, and the badge is a 
red di^er, which they wear wrought on their 
cloaks, and enamelled on a golden scoUop-shell, 
which shdl you shall see St. Jago's pilgrims wear. 

This order hath forty^two ccnnmendaries m the 
province of CastiUe, and forty-five in Lepn, be- 
sides ten AlqEides and lieutenancies. 

The second order is C^atrava, whose badge is 
four red flower-de-luces cross-ways. It has thirty- 
four commendaries, and eight priories. 

The third.order is Alcantara, whose bac^ is the 
same with calatrava, but green. It has thirty-three 
commendaries, four alcades, and four priories. 
AU these orders yield to the possessors of the sev^ 
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ral commeodaries, four hundred and forty thousand 
ducats yearly rents, besides die mastersihipSy ^rhich 
are worth three hundred diousand ducats per annum, 
which are at present possessed by the King : those 
officers, by the power and influence they have over 
die kn^hts of their several orders, for some lime 
past, were thought too great for subjects to enjoy 
as they formerly did. Over and above these 
rents, the several orders allow all their several 
knights, professors, - that have not commendaries^ 
and that will demand one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand juarvedies a year for bread and water. 

Further, for the employment and advancement 
•of this numerous nobility and gentry, the Kmg of 
Spain lias to bestow about ode thousand seven 
hundred offices, ecclesiastical, civil, and militaiy; 
amon^^ which, some of the chief are nine vice- 
royships, viz. of Naples, Sicily, Arragon, Valen- 
tia, Navarre, Sardinia, Catalonia, !Pern, and: 
Mexico. Govemmehts tiear upon as considerable, 
flanders, Milan,- Galicia, Biscay, Andalusia, Up- 
per and Lower Murcia, Seville, Majorca, Minor- 
ca, Ivica, the Canaries. In Africa, Oran, Ceuta, 
East India, and the Philippine Islancb. In Anie- 
rica, governor, captain-general> and president of 
the chancery ^of St. Domingo. The island of 
Hispaniola, governor and captain-general of St. 
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Oiristophers, of the HaYanna^ governor of Cuba, 
governor and captam*geiieral of Port Rico, go- 
vernor and captain-general of Florida, governor of 
the islands of Magarita, governor and captaiu-ge- 
neral of New jAndalousia, governor and captain- 
general of Tucatan, president and governor of the 
New Galicia, governor and captain-general of New 
Biscay, governor captain-general, and president of 
Guatimala, governor of Luconusco, governor and 
.captain-general of Honduras, governor of Maraca- 
go, governor and general bf Costa Rico*, and go- 
vernor of Terrenates. 

The revenues of the crown of Spain are reckoned 
about thirty-seven millions of dollai^, wherein they 
reckon but three and a half from the West-Indies 
yearly. 

I« Castille alone are five archbishops, thirty-one 
bishops; whose revenues. are above one million 
and a half. To make a better judgment of the 
grandeur of Spain, consider that as it appears by 
the bpoks of accounts of the council of the Indies, 
there bas entered into Spain from these parts, from 
the year, 1545, to the year 1667, one thousand 
five hundred and fifty millions of dollars value in 
gold and silver ; of all which the king has the one- 
fifth part: besides which, there always comes a 
^eat quantity out of register, at least one-fourth 
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pait of the vhole, of which the mountains of Po- 
toai alone^ have produced three hundred 'millions 
of diver. Besides the plate, there comes from 
thence a vast wealth in pearls^ precious stones, co- 
chineal indigo, Vigonia wool, and other commo- 
dities. 

In the Indies, die King promotes six archbishops 
and thirty-two bishops. In Arragon, one arch- 
bishop and seven bishops. In Valentia; one arch- 
bishop and two bishops. In Catalonia, one arch- 
bishop, eight bishops, and the bishop of Majorca. 
In the islands of Sardinia, three archbishops and 
four bishops. In Italy, eight archbishops, and 
seventeen bishops. In Sicily, three archbishops 
and seven bishops. Besides a great numiber of ab- 
bots, priors, and dignities widiout number, of all 
which the pope has not the spoils of the dead, nor 
the fnuts of the vacant sees. 

The government of Spain, by its constitution, is 
a limited monarchy, successive in a right line both 
males and females. The male line ended in Ferdi- 
nand ; who united Castille and Arragon, by mar- 
Tiage with Isabella of Castille, whose daughter and 
only child married Philip the Fair ; by whom die 
crown came into the house of Austria, Charles V. . 
Emperor, being sole heir of that family. Philip I. 
dying before his wife, the limitation of the monar- 
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thy is by the Cortes, (or paiiiament) composed of 
twenty cities, and one town, viz. Burgos, Leon, 
Granada, Seville, Cordova, Murcia, Jaen, Mad- 
rid, Cuenca, Samora, Galicia, Guadakxara, Val- 
ladolid, Salamanca, Avila, Soria, Segovia, Tora^ 
Estremadura, Valencia, and Toledo ; each of 
which sends two deputies, who are chosen by and* 
out of {he sddetrmen, or common councils of the 
respective cities, who are hereditary. These depu- 
ties must brii^ decisive procurations from their re- 
spective cities : on their meeting they are covered 
in the King's pnesence, and sit and take an oath of 
fidelity to him, and that they have no private orders 
from their cities other than what their procurations 
express ; and when they enter upon business, they 
take an oath of secrecy among themselves. They 
have two secretaries within themselves, and the eld- 
est of the procurators or members for Bui^os, acts 
as president, or speaker ; but no act can pass without 
the consent of all. If it be matter of grant to the 
Kii^, then their votes are cast or given privately ; 
'but if it be matter of justice, or private concerns, 
which is first determined, they give their votes pub- 
licly, and then the majority carry it. When any act 
passes, they carry it to the King for his consent. 
They are called by lettars convocatory from the 
King and privy-council, or council of the chamber ; 
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and dissolved by a notification of tbe.piefideDt d€ 
the said council. But th^ kave a depulati<Hi at 
court, of eight members, four for action, and foot 
for absence, or infirmities. The cortes have neter 
been called since the year 1647^ when they gave 
the king the millions, or general excise, and will not 
. , be called any more, unless upon the utmost exigency 
of affairs ; their power 4>eing so great in callii^ mi-> 
nisters to account, and examining into all mal-adoBi* 
nlstration since their last session. But their acta 
only bind the kingdom of Castille and its depen- 
dent^ that of Arragon having its states and justice ; 
but they are now also discontinued : so that now> 
the whole of the Spanish government lies in the 
power of the king, and his several councils, who re- 
side at Madrid, and whose pragmatics, or procla- 
mations in the King's name, have the force of laws 
in their several provinces, and are, the supreme 
council of Castille, the council of Arragon, the 
council of the Indies, the council of Italy and Flan-^ 
ders, council of the chamber-cabinet, which is only 
the president, and three or four of the council of 
Castille, at the King's pleasure ; and these are they 
that have the chief management of affairs of govern- 
ment. Though there is also a council of state, 
which is above all in title, though in reality it is 
more for state than use. Besides these, there are 
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ebuDcils' of war^ of revenues/ of the in^tdsition, 
of orders, of knighthood, of the crusado, which 
are for the maoagement of these several matters 

The law of the land, where the King's proda?- 
mations do not intervene, or the despotic power 
of the inquisition, is puigely civil; where m criminal 
cases no man is condemned by witnesses alone, 
iivithout his own confession, which is however ex- 
torted by torment of ihe rack: and in cases of 
meum and tuuniy all suits are managed before al- 
cadies or judges of the respective towns or cities, 
by way of bill and answer in writing, from which 
there are appeals to the supreme courts of chan- 
cery, at Granada, &c. where there are pleadings. 
But there are a great many exemptions from the 
common course of law, on account of privileges, 
as all churchmeil, all that belong to the inquisition, 
all soldier?, all knights, and all persons belonging to 
the iCing's revenue ; all who appeal^ in case of 
prosecution, criminal or civil, to their own judges : 
or finally to thfeir respective councils at Madrid. 
Besides the power of the church in preserving any 
person that flies to it from ordinary justice in any 
cdse, from whence he cannot be taken, but by 
order of the pope's nuncio or legate, who is usually 
the archbishop of Toledo, primate of Spain, and 

VOL. II. N 
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«geiiendl;' a cardinal and a Spamard. Thus havt 
you a brief account of M^mt baa occorred to my 
notice toudung Spaing or more properly CastiDe, 
>virherein I had my residence dome years. But the 
govenmient of Am^on is, or was very distnct, 
^idi which I am not acquainted. 
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APPENDIX. I. 

1%e follawing Account of the present King cf 

Spain, and his numner qflioingr and of other 

particulars relating to the court of Madrid, ii 

taken from Mr. Baretti's Traveb through 

Spaim 

iHIS day I have seen the Kibg; and I iii\|st 
say, that a prominent nose, a piercing eye, and a 
serene countenance, make him look mudi better 
than hia coin rq>re8e»l8 hkn. I ha^e seen aevend 
portraits of him, even one by his favoritis Mengs^ 
but neither Mengs, or any odier paioler, had 
given me a trae idea of his face, which is 
pleasing, though made up of irregular features. 

As to his person, it b of a good size, and his 
walk ^te Boorboman ; that isy erect ^and steady. 
He appears to be robust, and I am told that h6 
has a great deal of bodily strength. His cotlr- 
plexion is quite sun-burnt, which is undoubtedly 
the consequence of his passion for Ihe chace. In 
^Ihs respect he is a tree Meleager* No degree of 
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heat or cold can keep him from thia eierdse* 
You may possibly think it worth the while to read 
an account of the life he leads ; and here it is, as 
I had it from people who have been daily witnesses 
of it for many years. 

£very day in the year he gets up about six^ and 
exactly at seven comes out of his bed-room in hi; 
night-gown. He finds waiting in the anti-cham- 
ber a Gentilhombre de Camara, a Mayordomo 
de Semana, a physician, a surgeon, and several 
other regular attendants, with whom he inter- 
changes words while dressii^. The Gentilhombre 
kneelii^ on one knee, presents a dish of chocolate, 
which the King drinks almost cold. He then dis- 
misses some of them with a nod, enters his private 
chapel, .and hears a mass : then retires to a closet, 
to which no body is ever admitted, and there reads 
or writes, especially on those days that he does 
not intend to go a hunting in the morning. 

About eleven he comes out of the closet to 
meet the whole royal family. They all kiss his 
hsmd, or offer to do it, lowering a knee. He 
embraces themi all, kissipg the princes on the 
.ch?ek, and the princesses on the forehead. 

The royal family withdraw after a little chit- ' 
chat, and he gives a momentary audience to his 
confessor : then speaks to those ministers of state. 
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who have any Imsiness to conmiunicale, oi paper 
to sign. Then th^ family ambassadors come in^ 
that is, the French and NeapoUtan. With them' 
the King interchanges words for a quarter of an 
hoiir; seldom more. Just against the time that 
he h gofl^ to dine, the other ambassadors and fo- 
reign ministers come in. Exactly at twelve he ttts 
down to table, quite alone, now that hb Queen is 
dead. . The ambassadors and foreign ministers, 
his own ministers of state, die great officers of his 
army, and several other great personages, pay their 
court while he fUls to eating, andidl those whom 
the guards have permission to let m, crowd lu-ound 
the table to see him dine* The cardinait-patriafch 
of the. Indies says grace, not as cardinal or patri- 
arch,' but as his chief chaplain. 

The ceremony of the table is ibis. TTie' May^ ^ 
^rdamo Mm/or stands on the King^s right hand, 
and a captain of his body-guards on hu left. One of 
the \veekly Mayordamos, two GentilhomAres de 
Camara,wad a crowd of pages and servants att^id 
promiscuously. One of the two GehHlhombres, 
carves, the other gives him driidc. The dishes, all 
covered, are brou^t in one by-one in an uninter* 
rupted succession by pages, and each dirii is put into 
the hands of the carving GenHlhombre, who take 
i|t with one hand, uncovers it with the other, and 
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presenti it to the Kiog. The King giies a nod of 
i4>probatioQ or ^lapprelbition to every dkb. 
l%09e th«t are ^fpxaved, the GentUhanAte 
phoes upon Ae table 3 the rest are canied back* 
Many however are the didies af^nroved, which still 
are not toodiedy as the Kic^ eats only of the pUai- 
es^ and always with a good appetite* 

The GentHhomhrt who ^ves him drink, pours 
finrt a few drops of wine and water in a niver 
salver Aat has a beak^ and drinks diat hhaaelf ; 
then kneels on mie knee, and pours of both to Ae 
King^ first the wsufcer, then the winfe, M^iidb is al- 
wi^ Bmgundy. 

When 4he Kong has drank his first gkss, Ae 
andnmdoiB and foreign numbers, who stood the 
while, and all in a row, 00 the King's rt^ hsbdy 
mate their bows, and go to pay tb^ respects to 
the rest 6f the royal ianly tfasit are A at theb 
dinners, each hi his. or hi^ own apfliitataent, tt^e 
lUnee of jAsturiiis done, Don LouSs alone, ibc^ 
Inftltta done, sind ^ two younger Infimtes to- 
gedier. Afl these tables are nunptuous: yet node. 
ao mndh as ^t (^Ihe Queen-mother, of whom I 
shaH 'speak.a word by and by. 

Near a hmched thshes are fenemliy served'to'the 
KiBg, of which about forty are laid upon die lalble. 
When dMQr are jreasoved «a ample desert succeeds: 
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l^ut he seldom lauKt^ of it, &^iep^ soni^tiqief a 
little bit of cheese and ^me ^uit* Tb^ l^t tUo; 
tint is pr^iieiitedia SI glass o| caii^wiiie m^A a 
iiwe^t hiamU He brealw the biscuit in twK^p 
steqfis it in the wi^jp, and fats i^ bitf P«^pr drinks 
th^ lyine, 

A 9ioiii?nt bffpir^ be rises from tabl?| which 
luslB near jan hour; the ambass^ors luid foreign 
a^BiMm iretun^ paiM be£c»e (uin^ and go into an 
ti^il^if^ roQoiy where they wait for his comingn^ 
With them he converses ^baut }^If m hour qpw 
iBdifierent niatt^s« 

He ^bs^ re-enters his private apartment to put 
OB his hunting-dress ; that is, ^gfey frpck of cofu-se 
^lott^ made at Segpm on purpof^ fqr Un^ i^d .^ 
)^tl|er waistcoat. T^e lather breeches h^ always 
Ip^ts on when he jgets fropi b^d, ei^pwiaUy on thq^ 
digrs that h^ intends to go a-huqtiqg, {i^bt bpot^ 
^ hat flapped before, and strong leatb^rglpyes jpoia? 
pleat this dress. Wlple th<d bpQts are putting q?;, 
the Somrw^Uer de corps (Dyke of Lpsada) give^ 
him a dish of poffee. Between one ^nd two h^ 
steps into his coach drawn by «ii| or eight mu}e|^ 
and away with his brother Don Louis, the mules 
galloping centre d terraJ*^ Half a dozen of his 

^ Mr. Clarke, in hiB letter on the Sgsnish nation, «pya^ 
that his Majesty driyes «o very fast,. Ifaatiiif so \ 



yGoogk 



2n appendix: 

body-guards precede the coach on horse-b^ck, and 
three footmen ride behind it. 

No bad weather/ as I said^ is ever an obstacle 
to hb going out on hunting-days/ not even a storm 
of ^hail accompanied by thunder and lightning.' 
Don Louis^ who is his constant attendant in the 
coach, is the only person allowed to fire at the 
game on these daily huntings. But on solemn 
huntings, some of the grandees who wait on him 
at the chase, are granted the same privilege.'* 
However, of late the solemn huntmgs are become 
rare, because the expense of them was found toa 
great. 

A little after sun->set he generally comes bac^^' 
carrying as much of the feathered-game in his 
hands as he can hold. As to the quadrupeds he 
has killed, such as stags, deer, wild-boars, wolves^ 
foxes, &c. they are brought to the palace in carts. 
He surveys the whole, orders it to be weighed in 
his presence, and rejoices when there is so much, 
most particularly when he has killed a wolf or two. 
It is but seldom that he takes the Prince of 
Asturias to hunt with him. 

HAngior some of the gnards who attend the royal fiiniily 
when they travel, to break a leg, an arm, or a neck : when this 
happens his Majesty Very homanely says, Mvmen «te tificU : 
« He died4loin§bis dnty."^ 
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When the game b weighed and ordered to tbe 
kitch^, he goes to pay a short visit to the QueeiH 
mother ; then gives a private audience to that 
minister whose day it happens to be, as each of 
them has his fixed day of private audience; The 
minister brings his papers in a bag, and oflfers to 
his inspection those that are to the purpose of his 
errand. If the minister's busineas leaves him any 
time, he plays at Reversino (a game at cards so 
caUed) widi three of his courtiers, generally the 
Duke de Losada Sommeliers de Corps, Duke 
d'Arcos Capitan de la Campania Espaniola, and 
another grandee whose name I have forgotten. 
He never plays for any thing, having recourse to 
this expedient merely to consume a quarter of an 
hour, or half an hour, that he must wait for his 
supper. At nine he sits down to itt attended only 
by his courtiers: then goes to bed, to get up again 
ne^Kt day to the same round of occupations, and 
with the same scrupulous nicety of method in the 
distribution of them, seldom or never to be al- 
tered except on post-days, when instead of going 
to hunt, he passes some. more time, both morning 
and afternoon, in ike private closet,* writing to his 
son at Naples, to his brother at Parma> to his 
sisters in Turin and Lisbon, and very often like- 
wise to Marquis* Tanucci and to the Prince of 
N 3 
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Smd ^icandtd^ \fMb JSrsrt of ^Mi ht Was made 
duef-mioistel*, and the tfetotA JyOf or gotefttor, 
to liis ^{Sicilian Mftjerty. 

If on postHiq^a he hm imy 'time left, it is em«- 
ployed in his Uborlitory ; ftat is, in {he eompleatest 
tQTner*8 shop that ever exists. He is a most ex*- 
pert tamer, and wokb toys to perf^dioii. Tlie 
dhop contains tnanj turning en^nes of rare invc^« 
tion, some of which were presents from die Kii^ 
of Prtmce, imd some contrived by Count Gezcok 
ah^ady mentioned, one of the greatest mechaiusts 
of ^the age. By him his Majesty is attended 
when workbg in die laboratory. 

As to hill personal character,' he was certandy 
a good husband when his Queen was alive. Never 
once did he swerre from coo^ugal^defity, nor ever 
had any mistress public or private, tiis brodttfs 
were always his best fliends, and most ftimfliar 
companions; and as to his chHdren, there is loo 
need xK saying that he always proved a kind fadier. 
He is rather an easy, than an effectionate master, 
never deiscendhig to great familiarity whih his ser- 
vants, yet always satisfied vnth what they d6. 
They say that he never betrayed atty ^great love or 
hatrdd to any bodjf oiit of his own ^hMfy. It 
happened onte, that' be detected onie of his most 
fiiinUiar doniestics m a He, and foit)dde him hi^ 
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wmtibQ 18 getieniUy cheevfid, but alwaya lis cfaasle* 
z^im eoodact He rqwses mncb confid^ce ia^ 
his chief ministeKSy especially Mar^piis SquiUace^ 
^ko lute foiuid the means of prepossessni^ hiiH in 
ftrrour of his own abilitieB ; yet neither SipuU^ee^ 
nor aay body ebe^ "was ever a fiiYoritey when by a. 
fiiforile Mre mean a man admitted by a soverigD to 
die closest iiitimacy of friendAip. No body ever 
Fesched so hi|^ with him, though he treats some' 
widi particular Idfidiiess, especially the Duke of 
Losada^ who in virtue of hb employment sleqps 
edntftantly in the same room with him. Thb 
Duke of Losada has long, detained the reputation 
of bemg the honestest man m $pai% which » 
probably what has endeared him to die Kii^. As 
to Squillace, he b a most indefatigable man, and. 
Aey say that he atone dispatches • more buduess 
Aan all the odier minbters put together, soasody: 
aihmdg kimsdf time to eat or to sleep. But thqr 
ehaiige fahn with insufferable haughtiness and in^ 
ssrtiaMe avarice ; two qualities not easily puditmed^ 
espedally when they meet in a foreigner, as it is 
the case wtdiSquillac^ who b a Sicilian. But 
i!t b not ftfy imention to give you the characters of 
any body hem, only tdl you what I hear peo|te 
fhequently repeat with regard to thb and that gmtAi 
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maa at court. It b iuitttral that Sqi^ace AmM^ ' 
be exmed, having reached the highest post, tiioiigh 
a stranger;, and .die language of envy is not to be 
biindlj credited. . . 1 

'RieKing uses every body with a sort of cm-' 
'descensbn that may be called civility, whidi im- 
presses his servants vndi a strong sense of real, 
respect, independent of his kkigship, as die.rigi- 
dUy of his morals gives them no room -few > the 
least coitteoi^pt His methbd^ of spending time, 
so nnalterably regular, may appear somewhat 
Ml : but it is certainly laudable, and it is quite 
aecessary that a . King should . have his miniaters> 
and' siervaata exiiotly apprized of the hours, and 
even the minutes, that they are to approach him foe 
the dispatch of business iu their respective;SlatkHi& 
and: employments. . 

Eireiy body here agreest that his Migesty is:fer 
j^om viwnting knowledge of men or things. He 
has read much, and never passes a ihy wkhout 
lookii^ into a book. Besides his native tongue^, 
be speaks Italian and French wkh the greater 
fluency and propriety, nor is he ignorant ' of 
the Latin. They say that he knows -his ovm 
as well as other princes' interests full as well aa 
any of his minisjters, and does not sparie luay ex--^ 
pense to be e^rly ia&rinied of whsytever passes ia 
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Eimpe and 6iiti>f Enrape that may aflbct him 

Since he came to hk throne he never wovdd 
aufier any Italian opera to be p«rfomied eidier 
at Ma(hid or/ Acanfuftz, as was practised in the 
former ragn. The days of Queen Barfaufa are 
o¥er, when mWions were squandered upon Italic 
an musicians. I have akeady mentioned the great 
ascendant 'Farindli had obtained over that Queen ; 
nor was her husband less fond of him* dian h^ppelf • 
Yet' our modem Orpheus behaved with such con«r 
stant humility and modantion during the long 
time he was dieir fevourite^ and got so many real 
friends amongst tbenatives by his disintorestedness 
and simpKcity, that 8<»ne of the grandees spoke 
in his behalf to Ae King on his arrival fn^ Na- 
ples, and were so generous as to recommend him . 
to his favour as a truly honest man, who had never 
abused' the c<mfidence of their, former masters^ 
but constantly ^oapioyed Us credit to do all the 
good that was in his power to do. All this ia veiy 
well, said the Kmg ; yet lo$ capones son fttcenoi 
M>bre la nusa^ " Capons are only good to eat,'' 
and would not hear of his continuing in Spain, 
but order^ him two thousand doublocms penr 
Mon and sent him«back to his country, d i smissi n g 
at tbe same time all the op^ni*sin|peKS> as their sap 
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krks amoiutod to loo Ui^ a «iim in lut opnidin 
This piece ot economy won him the hetrti of faii 
neir sulgects, who had long granfaled at the pro- 
digality of thw former soaereigDS in ihia respect;, 
and It was Jong before they gtre over their accla- 
SMrtioni whenever the King appeared in pablic* 
To some jbody, who after the depwtupe of Fm* 
*«lli asked kam if he ever intended to order aii' 
opera for flie divenion of Ae Queen^ who loved 
nnaio, he sternly repBed, ni agora^ m n^n^^ 
taj ** Neither now, nor ever/' Yon may well 
think timt alter so laconic an answer, no bo* 
dyever dared to mention htdian operas any mot^* 

'Bestdes ntrendiiiig ttris absurd article of ex* 
pense, he lessened also diat of hir stables, in 
winch, on his- anml, he bad found no less thm* 
four hundred compleat sets of coaeh mules, and^ 
a Ma A laiger aHmhsr lof saddtekhorses tima was 
neocasary. Both horses and aMdes he qaiddy ve«' 
daced below the half, to che gieat mortificatoti of 
^ tndeilinp at «autt^ who i^ the iaduige&oe of 
Us predeeessor had long been adcusloraed to pa^ 
rade abovt in the jCiiig'» vehicles, though •note»' 
titkd to it by di^ nediocmy of their mnks indie 
King's servioe. 

By Aese mi 0lher like mgubMaoas his Majesty 
soon enabled his eicbequ«*'lo pay off a pai^ of- 
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tbe-nst debts irith which he found it eileiimbered. 
Those dsbto are still very cotisideraUe ; yc%, if 
the peace coMnmes, diere are probable hopes 
&at they will be totally discharged m aboat twcMj 
yiws* 

As to bar hite Majesty, they say that ehe was 
a ^Dod wowMB in the very best senseof the wovd. 
FoKd of her fatiAsnd, of her dkihtrea^ of her 
servants, of every body Aat she dionght good. 
Yet she was ^feack^ and her quickness would sc^ne- 
tftnes tthake her reprimand people who ifid not 
deserve it: but oonmig presently to herself, and 
ffarhig to faaite done wvong, she wonld enqliire' 
belier, which conduct genefaMy f<ireed lier to 
make reparation to those she had offended, i^* 
bewttil that '^She had mnchmoreof the impa- 
tience than of the i^ue of her desv nodier^'^ Re* 
peated declarations of this nature, and the natmal 
wwnih of hm heart, had endeasred her to nil Who 
appvoaehed her. 

With regard to the Qipeen-mother, ^Ae famons 
diseiple to stem Alberoni, UfeHdness and age have 
l«ing qnendied her hi|^ spirits, and toSally -tfsa- 
bled her from talang^ay part in tdie poMtics of 
hm* son. Her present way of livit^ is quite un^ 
medwMfical; never doii^ any thing at any stated 
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hour. She will sometimes dke at wkm, some* 
times in ttie evening, sometimes at midnight 
often making day of mght, or n^ht of day, coa^. 
tnry to what she used to do in the lifetime of 
her husband Philip V. whom she would oft^i 
upbraid forkeepii^ irregular hours. I told ypu 
already that her table is more sumptuous than the 
King's ; yet it is but seldom that Ae touches any 
of the many dainties served up to her, livii^ al« 
most upon nothing but a lai^e cup of choco- 
late that she drinks as ^aopn as she gets from 
bed. The Kii^ visits her once a day, puts up 
with all her fancies, smiles at her unsettled way 
of living, and treats her with the profoundest 
nespect. 

. On every, gala-day his miyesty puts on a new . 
suit, and as rich as art can make it : but all his 
fine doaths ^are constantly made after the fashion 
that was used in his youngs years, and he always 
appears impatient to undress, being never easy, 
iintil he resumes hb gr^ frock and leather waist- 
coat He was alwa]( an enemy to all sort of in- 
novation, and so steady in uniformity, that he wore 
for i^ve twenty: years a silver watch. His Queen 
insisted often upon his changing 'it for a bett^^ 
l^t to no purpose. Yet, to get rid of her impor^ 
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tunity^ and incessant jokes, he resolved at last to have 
a gold case to it, which he made himself on the lathe. ^ 
When he resolved to give the kingdom of Na- 
ples to his son, every body expected that he would 
send to Spain all the antique monuments that had 
been dug out of the Herculaneum. But little* 
did they know' him that formed such conjectures, 
as on the same day that he crowned that son, he ' 
went to the place were those monuments were de- 
posited, and there left a ring he had worn many ' 
years, which had beeiflound in those ruins, saying, 
'^ That now he had no right to any thing that be-' 
longed to another monarch." 

The palace of Buen Retiro was formerly but 
a mean habitation for such kings as those of 
Spain, if we credit old accounts. But'the latQ 
Kmg embellished its apartments very much, and his 
present Majesty has also laid out some sums about 
them, so that they are now very grand and conveni- 
ent. I went by it this afternoon, and saw no less than ' 
two hundred wometi sitting m rows before it upon the • 
bare ground. I asked the meaning of such an extra- 
ordinary assembly, and was answered, " That they' 
came there upon no other errand but to enjoy the fine ' 
weather, and look at tlie courtiers going and coming.** ' 
They do so on every fine fby, holy-days especially. - 
7%ev all sat with their mtmtiHas turned up $ that 
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is, with uncovered laces, which renders the si^t 
i^rceable enough. You will eaail; gue^s thai 
those women are not of the highest rank ; yet I 
am told that they are not of the last neither. An 
odd sort of diversion, (bought I, to sit in rows on 
the bare ground for several hpurs ! 

There are neither hackney chairs, nor hac]aie|r-^ 
coaches, in Madrid. A foreigner cannot there- 
fore ride occasionaUy about town, as both fori^gn* 
ers and natives do in Ix>ndoQ and Paris. He who 
keeps no coach of his owb^ jx^ust either walk or 
hire a chariot^ which is comiQonJy to be had for 
thirty reals a-day. All voitures are here drawn by 
mules, and the coachmen mi^bt as v^ell be called 
postillions, as they ride on the mule instead of 
sitting on the coach*box : a^ good practice in my 
cq[>inion, as by so dobg, they obstruct leas the 
sight through the fore-glass. 

This custom of having mules instead of horses^ 
to wheel-carriagesy is here universal, because 
horses cannot loiig resist die hot sun in summer,, 
nor the cold blasts in winter, which I am told are. 
very rigid m this town when the snow covers the 
bills on the side of: the Escurial. Some foreign 
ambassadors who refused to submit to this custom, 
a^ would have horses to their coaches, have had* 
reaipn to repent their love ,6f siii^larity, as no 
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pair of horses coidd last them a whole year^ whe* 
ther they made use of Spanish or foreign horses. 
No body is allowed to ride about town with more 
thao .four mules to his vehicle. The King oidy 
Im six, and sometimes eight ; but he is seldom 
seen aboiU town. Out of Madrid the great peo^ 
pie ride with six, but few are permitted to enter 
tiie town gates with them. Only the great officers 
of the crown, and the foreign ministers (if I am 
not nlistaken) have this privil^e; but then they 
must hare their postillioQs in travelling dresses,, 
and go straight home from the gate at which diey 
enter. 

The best gentry here are^very kind to strangers 
when once introduced to them, if you will allow 
me to jodge by -what I experience myself : nor do 
die common people here give us bad language, or 
i^Dgiy looks, as it is often die case in England^ 
where die lower classes are continually deceived 
into an aversion to foreigners by a daily uninter- 
rupted succession of dishonest and malignant scrib- 
Uers. As to the Spanish grandees, they are sel* 
dom acquainted eidier with foreigners or natives 
Aat are not of their own rank. A foreign van- 
binsador was telling me yesterday that he has not 
had a dinner in the space of four years residence^ 
but from those grandees who are actually in the 



yGoogk 



S84 APPE'NBIX. 

wSamtrjy Dor ever had any to dine with him. 
One mu$t ccMiclude by tbb^ that it is not the cus- 
tom amongst the great, to. keep open houses here 
89 they do in almost all the capital towns in Eu- 
rope* Yet some of these grandees are very rich^ 
nor can they be taxed with avarice, as most of 
them livjB with the greatest splendour: but die 
mode q£ their spending is different from that of 
other countries, and generally consists in keeping a 
great court witltin doors, which consists of many 
chaplains, secretaries, pages, and a krge number 
of livery-servants, tc^ether with a considerable 
number of mules in their stables. Then very few 
are the grandees or rich people in Madrid, wlio 
ever dismiss a servant that has been a while ia 
their families ; but when he is disabled by age or 
sickness, he is ajubiladOf as they call it, and en* 
joys his salary as long as he lives, without any 
further care. There are some • noblemoi here, 
wbo^ as I am told, have above a hundred such 
useless domestics between town and country'; and 
you must own that there is no less humanity than 
grandeur in this sort of Spanish gaaeroisi^, which: 
extends even to the middling classes. Our great 
nobility at Rome, Naples, Genoa, and Milan, 
/continued the same prfictice so late as the hegia«* 
ping of diis century, but have been these several 
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years leaving it off, not much tb their honour, m 
my opinion. 

If a native, or straager, waiHts occasionally lo 
go a fe^ leagues from town, he may hire a cales* - 
sin, that is, an open chaise drawn by a single 
horse. The driver runs a-fpot by the side of the 
xalessin, orri^fp behind when tired with running ; 
but never cease^j:to. hoot and strike the poor jade 
with his long^hip to make' it 1trot. I saw several 
of them this mortting early, as I went on mule- 
back to see the Pardo, that is, one of the Kill's 
country houses, about six miles distant - from 
.town, which my beast paced stoutly in less than 
an hour. 

At the Pardo the King resides during two 
- months in the year, merely for the sake of hunting 
in the neighbourhood, and his palace is neither 
beautiful nor laige, considering the owner^^ yet 
large enough to lorlge both him. and his whole £Eb- 
mily, who all have distinct apartments in it, none 
of which are richly furnished, but all. very neat. 
To the main body of the palace there are ad- 
^ ditioi!ial buildings, where the great officers aiid mi- 
nisters of state have apartments when the court is 
there, together with stabling enough for about 
eight hundred horses and a thousand mules. The 
main edifice was erected by the Emperor J[!harles 
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V. Mfko del^^ted to ralire there bom business; 
and his successors have always been adding some- 
dling to it, in order to render it more and more 
convement. Whmi the King is diere, * the place 
Biust look crowded^ as seteral thousands of people • 
conslantly follow the conrt^ and mtaxj are the 
great that come eveiy morning fihtnn Macfaid to 
shew themselves to the King and royal family. 
Hie situation of die P^do is very romantic, hav- 
ing an easy hill on one side a^ an extensive forest 
all round. The trees in the forest are chi^r 
green oaks, and their sweet acorns aff<»rd plenty of 
food to the innumehd>le animals that live in it. 
When the King is there, the greatest pait of the 
rustics in the nei^bouring villi^e» get up before 
day at the ringing of their church-beUs, and men, 
women, and children, run about the coimtry hoot- 
mg and beating the bushes, in order to fnght die 
game towards the Pardo, that the Kii^ may meet 
with abundance of it. Hb majesty is a most 
astonishing maricsman, and of his justness in riioot- 

* Mr. Clark, speaking of the Pardo, says di%, tiiat it is 
<< Bat an indifferent seat for an English conntry-gentleman.'' 
I have seen many seats of English country-gentlemen too, bat 
few as yet of those that could easily contain such a finnily as 
Ihat of Uie King of Spun, wi A bis ministeis, guards, OMiIies, 
hones, &c. iccJ 



yGoogk 



AP9SNBIX. ^7 

ing diey teU here several stories that appear impro- 
hMe, siidi as hittnig with a single ball the small- 
est and moat flutteriog birds while flying. Such 
stories the French will likewise tell of their Kiio^. 
An army of such mariEsaaeti as eidier of the two 
monarchs, was it possible to bring one together, 
would soon conquer the world 
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The method of masquerading during Carnival- 
time, established at Madrid, 1763; with the 
description of the Fandango. From Mr. 
Baketti's Travels. 

1 HE Kii^ has built a very grand hall^ called el 
Amphitlieatro, where thousands resort twice a week 
during the^ carnival-tinie. Any body masked is 
admitted there only for twenty resiles (not quite 
five shilUiigs) and passes there the whde n^t 
widi as much pleasure as such a place can afford. 
There tbe dancing-place is spacious enough for 
three hundred couples to dance at a time, and 
there are seats round it, ampi^theatrically disposed^ 
with three large galleries over, which admit five or 
six thousand people more. The hall has four 
spacious stair-cases at the four comers, that lead 
up to the galleries, and to several large rooins, 
where people may have hot and cold suppers at 
choice, coffee, chocolate, lemonades, and other 
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tebeAmeota, every tJui^ aeariy as cheap as al home. 
A eonndtitable number of Waiters attead, all uni- 
formly^ > dressed in pompadour-colour. Besides 
these. convenienpes^ there are two laige rooms with 
four beds in each^ one for the men, the other for 
the women, who should happen to be taken sud- 
denly ill; and there are physicians and surgeons 
regularly attending as well as four dancing-mas* 
tors to direct the country dances, and teach their 
various motions and evolutions to those who do 
not know them well. Nor must I omit to men- 
tion two small rooms with inscriptions over their 
doors, one Jaula par las p&xaros, the other Jaula 
for laspaxaras; that is, a cs^e for the cock-birds, 
a.G^^ for the hen-birds; m plain language, a jail 
for ike men and a jail for the women. Should 
any:, body raise any disturbance, or behave with 
ahy indf^ncy the^e, he would be shut up for 
the HJght by the.guaisds attending at the entrance- 
door. 

• .1 have seen above six hundred people dance at 
once the Fandango in that amphitheatre ; and it is 
not possible to give an idea of '$uch a rapturous 
diversion. The enthusiasm that seizes the Spa- 
viM» the moment that the Fandango is touched, 
IB a;thi|ikg[.not to be conceived. I s^^w hundreds of 
at supper, quit instantly the tables, tumble 
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precipitoiislj down tlie c^air-cttaes^ ^ifMg | 
cuouslj into the dkncin^-pkoei ikoe about for a 
partner tli&t was found in an iasteaft, flOid.lidl a 
dancing both men, and women wifh soch ft ^vigobr 
as to beggar aH description. Was Ae plaee am- 
ple enoii^, there is not one of Aem'tbat woidd 
remain a simple spectator, as many are forc^ to 
be. Those who are obliged to it, stftnd gaziog 
from the seats below or the galleries above, mik 
sparkling eyes and limbs trembling, and encourage 
the dancers with clamonr and clapping of hands. 
There is a small printed book, intided, Batle 
de Mascaras, Sec. printed at Madrid in 1763, 
that sets forth the laws to be observed at die 
amphitheatre. Should any body contravene 
any of those laws, he would instantfy be thitist 
into one of th6 Jauhts. The band there, cqb» 
sists of forty instruments, that phy ailmiately 
twenty at a time, so tfmt {be danctag is . loever 
stopped as long as the night lasts; that 1% 
from nine o'clock at n^ht till six in "die morn- 
ing. 

The facility Aat this place affi>itb for Aversion 
to the inhabitants of Madrid, has nearly nai^ilat- 
ed their private assemblies and domestic bidb, 
which prove insipid in comparison' of t^ greflt 
ball and assembly at the amphitheatre.. The pio- 
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fits liiat arne tttere from Ae ^uj|>pel^ MidnDfcesoos^ 
are sufficient to ddfray the nightly expeilses kA tbe^ 
place; therefore kU' the money wMch ist^ec^ved 
at the door, (about a brown cfach (Person, as I aai^ 
is spent towards the embellishment of the public 
Mralks round the town. Thus has this government 
wvaAy turned a public diversion into a public 
utility^ and Count d'Aranda, who has been the 
schemer of it, has taken it under his own imme- 
diate direction, nor ever fails to be there every 
night to take care that nothing happens to spoil 
the feast. 

Amongst other laws, there is one, which pro- 
hibits every body to wear gold or silver on their 
clothes at the amphitheatre ; nor are the ladies al- 
lowed to have jewels about them, but at one fin- 
ger. This law brings all sorts of people upon a 
level. To ^crease this equality, they have also 
introduced the custom of talking to each other, 
and without any distinction of rank or sex, in die 
second person singular ; that is, in the style used 
throughout Spain when people talk to the lowest 
rank, or to intimate friends. Thus the duchess 
and the grandee are there brought down from the 
altitude of their ranks, during die night, by their 
very domestics, and by those who out of the am- 
phitheatre would never dare to address them 
o 2 
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but by die title of VomeUndOf an abbremtioa 
of VueUra ExceUencia. But their temporary 
dimiimtioo of greatness is amply recompeoced by 
the jollity and alertness caused by this kind of 
equatity. 
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For the instruction of those who intend to travel 
to Madrid by land: and an Account of the 
roads in Spmn. By Mr. Babbtti, 

XiVEBY body knows, that there is no entering 
.Spain from any part of France, but. by crossing 
the Pirenees. 

The roads through those mountains go under 
two different denominations with the Spaniards. 
Those which admit of wheel^^airiages, they call 
Cannnos de Rtiedas; and Caminos de Herradura 
tfaejr term those which are too narrow for. such 
vehicles. - A Candno de Herradura is generally 
travelled on a mule. Couriers only run it out on 
horseback, changing horses at different stages. .• ^ 

The best Camino de Ruedas through .those 
mountains, is certainly that which I have describ- 
ed in the foregoing letters. But to sparemy 
reader the trouble of tracbg it out of them, I 
give it here again, beginniog at Perpignan, which 
is the chief town in the. profince of RoussSkm. 
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THE ROAD 

From Pebpignan t6 Madrid. 

Jh.of 
Leagues. 
From Perpigium to Boiilou . • 5 
From Boulou to Bellegarde - -* t 

^Ptom Bell^vde (d Johiiqineray wbich ia 

thefirstidaoe in Spain - <» -'I 
From Jonquiera to Hostal Nuevo . - ^ 
Fhirn Hostal Nuevo to Ftguieras - . Ij 

Fnm Figuiiaffts to Santa Locaya * - 1 

Here you cross h riter in It boat. 
From Santa Locaya to Bascara - - . 11 
From Bascara to VUla de Muls - - . i 
From Villa de Afuls to Medimi - - S 

A river crossed oVer a bridge* 
From Medida to Girona ^ - - 1 
From Girona to Hos&l de Ceba * 1 

Flom Hostal de Ceba to Las Mallorqui^as 9i 
From Las MsdU^quinaa to Hostalrkb - S 
From Hostsdrich to Badoria « «- 1 
From llfotlorm to Sansdom r 1 

FromSsisebni to Unarez ^ * ,2 
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No. of ' 
Leagues. 

A riTer crossed prer a bridge* 

From Dnarec to La Roca - - , 1 . 

From La Roca to. Monm«15 - - 1 . 

From Moamel6 to Los Hostals - - 1 .^ 

From Los. Hpstals to Moncada - - I, J 

From Moncada to Sant' Aodr^s * <^ 1.. 

Fro^ Sanf Andr(^ to Barcellona - 1 

Froqi Barcellona to Hospitalet - 1 .^ 

Froip Hospitalet to Saq Feliu - i . 

From San Feliu to ^ojin de Reys - i ^ 

A river crossed ov^ ft. bridge. 

Froipi Molin de.Reys to Sant' Andrea 1 

A river crossed over a bridge. 

FroQi Sanf Andrea to Martorel - 1 , 

From Martorel to La Veguda - 1 

- From La .Veguda to Ma(|uefa •* 1 r 

From Maque&to Piera - - 1 

From Piera to Valbona - - • i 

From Valbona to Puenta de la Rejna • > ^ 

A river waded. * • v ^ 

From Puenta de la Reyna to La Pobla I ^ 

..The above aver waded again. 

From La. Pobla to VUlanoba - - I ! 

From Villano))^ to Igualada - - } . 

Frppi Igualada to Yorba - - - 1 
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No. cf 
. Ijtagues. 

From Yorba to Meson del Gancho - 1 
From Meson del Gancho to Santa Maria i 

From Santa Mairia to'Porcarises - * \\ 
From Porcarises to Meson Nuevo de Mon- 

maneu - - - - - j 

From Meson Niievo to Hostalets - ll 

From Hostalets to Cerbera - - 1 

From Cerbera to Curullada^ - - ^ 1 

From CuruUada to Tarrega - - 1 

From Tarrega to Villagrasa ♦ - - l 

From Villagrasa to Belpuch - - 1 

From Belpuch to Gomez - - 1 

From Gomez to Mollerusa - - 1 

From Mollerusa to Belloch ^ . $| 

A river crossed over a bridge. 

From Belloch to herida - - ^ 

From Lerida to Alcaraz; M^hich is the last 

toven in Catalonia -' --*•!& 

A river crossed over a bridge. 
From Alcaraz to Fraga, which is the first 

•> town in Arragon - - - - 5 

JPVom- Fraga to Venta de Fraga - 2 

Fr«i^m Venta de Fraga to Candasnos - £ 

From Candasnos to Penalba - - 1^' 

From Penalba to Bujalaros - - . H 
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No. of 
Leagues^' 

From Ba|alaros to Venta de Santa Lucia 3 1 

From Venta de Santa Xiucia to Osera - • 2 i 

From Osera to Villafranca de Ebro 2 

From y tUafi-anca to Al&jarin - . i 

From Alfajarin to Puebla de Alfinden Y 
Two rivers crossed over bridges ; that is, 
the Gallego, and the £bro or Hebro. 

From Puebla to Zaragozza - - S 

From Zaragozza to Santa F6 - * 1 

From Santa T€ to Maria - - 1 

From Maria to Vfenta de Martorita - I 

From Venta de Martorita to Venta de Ma- - 

zota - - . . « { 

From Venta de Ma2ota to La Muela i 

From La Muela to Longares - - 3 

From Longares to Carinena - - 1 

From Carinena to Venta de San Martin 2 

From Venta de San Martin to Majnar 1| 

From Maynar to Retascon - - 1 

A river crossed over a bridge. 

From Retascon to Daroca - - 1 
From Daroca to Used, which is" the last 

. town in Arragon - - - 2 ^ 

From Used to Embid - - - 3 

o 3 
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No, of 
Leagues. 
Fn»m Embid to Tortuera - -s l 
From Tortuera to Tartanedo . . ^ 
From Tartanedo.to Concha - - 1 
From Concha. to Andmela del Campo, . 
which is the last lo\fn ia the- dirtricC 
called £1 Partido de Molina . . i 
From Anchvela del Oinipo to Barbacil 2 
From Barbacil to Maranchon - 1 
From Maranchon to Aquilar^o - 2 
From Aquilargo to Alcoleft, whidi ia die 
last town in the province or district call- 
ed De Soria - * • - . i 
JPVom Alcolea to Torremocfaa - 2 
From Torretnocha to Algora - - - 1 
From Algora to Grajanejos « . 4 
From Grajanejos to Triqueqne . - 2 
From Triqueqde to Torrija - - 1 
From Torrija to Valdenoches - - 2 
From Yaldenodies to Guadalaxnra 1 
A river crossed over a bridge. At that 
bridge the district (or Partido) de Gmr 
dafaucara ends/ and that of Ak&rria be- 
gins 
From Guadalajara to Venta de San- Juan 2 
From Venta de San Juan to Venta de Meoo 1 
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' ' No.of 
Leagues. 
From Vanta de Meco to Alcda de He-i 
oi^fff) which is the fii9t towa in New 

Cwtille 1 

Two small rivers w^ded. 
From dk^ to Terrejon de Ard6& - 2 

Another small river waded. ^ 
iFroQi Torrej^n de Ardos to Puente de Vi- 

veros - - . - - . 1 

Firom Puente de Viveros to Bejas - 1 
From Rejas to Alameda - - i 

From Alameda to CSamll^as -* - I 

A small river waded. 
From Gmillejas to Madrid - - 1 

Total of leagues from Perpignan to Ma- 
drid - - - - . I35| 
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It is notorious, that there is no going post 
through any part of Spain in a. wheel-carriage, 
but only on horseback/ after the manner of the 
couriers. A courier told me inySpein, that there 
are no better horses in Europe for-the purpose of 
riding post than those in Spain. Few gentlemen 
however would chuse to go in that manner ; and 
he, who intends to go the above or any other 
Spanish road, and does not chuse. to ride on 
horseback, must either have his own carriage, 
and hire mules or horses to it, or hire both a car- 
riage and mules at Perpignan, where this may 
always b(e done. Those who'go thejouniey with 
their own voitures, will find it costly, as the 
calesseros or muleteers mqst in that case come 
back from Perpignan to Madrid tq fetch their 
chaises; and it is plain that they must be paid 
both for the going and coming; which would 
not be the case if they took their chaises or 
coaches along with them, and have a chance left 
of bringing back sonje other traveller, llie ex- 
pense of a pair of mules and a man, will gene- 
rally amount to twelve or thirteen shillings a day, 
gbing at the rate of ten or eleven lei^es. If 
you want to go faster, you must pay three, or four 
shillings a day more ; as in that case your conduc- 
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tojra will be at the adcKtional expense of chai^ng 
mul^ at Barcelona and Zaragozsa. 

There-are two other great roads, or CanOMs 
de Rttedas throi^ the Pirenees^ One ispfroitn 
Bayonne to Pamplona; the other from Bayonae to 
Vittoria. Bayonne is the last considerable town in 
France on the ^de of Biscay; Pamplona is the ca- 
pital of Navarre ; and Vittoria (if I am not mista- 
ken) is the chief town in the small province of i^va. 



THE ROAD 




From Bayonne to Pamplona. 




No. of 




Leagues. , 


From Bayonne to Mediondo - 


J . 4 


From Mediondo to San Juan Pie de Puerto 4 


From Saii Juan to Rbncesvalles 


* 


From Roncesvalles to Burguete - 


2 


From Burguete to Espinar 


1 


From Espinar to Escaret 


1 


From Escaret to Zubiri ' 


1 


From Zubiri to Verdey 


1 


From Verdey to Garsuena 


- * 


From Garsuena to Ancholit 


f 


From Anchoirt to Irot 


i 


From Irot to Zabaldica - • ' 


1 
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Ho. of 
Leagues. 
Ftom ZaWdica to Ugane * * ( 
vj^rom Ugarte to Vilfadi^ - • 1 

From ViOalvm to Pamplma •* *• 1 

Total of leagues from Bayonne to Pamplona ^S' 



Manjr parts of tbk last road are veiy bad. Be- 
tween San Juan Pie de Puerto and Roncesvalles^ 
diere is a frightAd declivity on the French side of 
a mountain, which cannot be descended in a 
coach without the assistance of four pair of oxen ; 
that i», one pair to lead the coach, and the other 
Ihfee to hold it up behind, that it may go down 
slowly. . . 

The xoMtry dbout Roncesvalles and San Joan . 
is rocky for many leagues on all sides : yet no tract 
in Europe has been taken more notice of in 
ancient romances and, poems, nor any battle so 
often described as that of RonqesnUles, in which 
Qrlanda and jfi the peers of France lo«t dieir 
liites. In die small church o^ the poorvill^e 
of Roncesvalles the brave Oiiando^s remains were 
buried, and part of im 'anHOHr or weapons pre- 
served durii^ maiqr ages* The people of the 
country tell you so. 
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THE ROAD 

FbOM BaYONNE to VlTTOllIA, 



' 




No. of 
Leagues. 


From Bayonne to the river Bidassoa^ called 


Beovia bythe Spaniards 




6 


From that river to Iron 


- 


- ' i 


From Irtin to Sail SthHstian 


- 


li 


From Sfl» SeAas/fa» to Umieta 


- 


I 


FromUrhieta to Anduaein 


- 


£ 


From Anduaein to Villabona 


- 


1 


From Villabona to Irure 


- 


- i 


From Irure to Tolosa 


- 


1 


FromTokto to Alfegria 


- 


i 


From AKgri'a to Castarieta 


- 


i 


Frbin Castarieta to Legorrieta 


- 


1 


From Legorrieta to V31afranca 


- 


1 


From Villafranca to Segura 


- 


-. « 


From Segura to Segama 


- 


1 


From Segama to Galarreta 


- 


- ^ 


Prom Galarreta to Luzmrii^ 


• 


h 


From Luzurriaga toHeredia 


- 


1 


J'rom Heredia to Audicana 


• 


1 
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No. of 
Leagues. 
From Audicana to ArbiUui ^ - i^ 

From Arbului to La Raza - | 

From La Raza to Lonii^o - 4 

From Lorriago to Fittoria - 1 

Total of leagues from Bayomie to Vittoria 27? 



At Vittoria you are quite out of the Pirenees^ 
andsMay coatinue your journey to Madrid throii^Ii 
La Puebla and Miranda de Ebro to Ameyugo, 
a onall town which is eight leagues from Vit- 
toria. 

I will now give you the road from Bayonneto 
Madrid, which I went in December ] 768, takr 
ing Pamplona m my way, and not Vittoria, diough 
I knew 'before-hand, that, by crossing the Pirenees 
where I did, I was to meet with greater inconveni-s. 
ences than by going the other way. But of incon- 
veniences on a journey I never thought much, and 
went that Camino de Herradura for no better rea- 
son but that few travellers chuse to do so, and he- 
cause I iinagined that it would afford a descriptlou 
not to be found in' any book. 
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THE ROAD 




From Bayonne to Pamplona. 


From Bayonnt to Ostarfz 


No. of 
Leagues. 


From Ostariz to Ano^ 
From Anofi to Maya 
From Maya to Berroeta 
From Barroe^ to Lanz 


^ 


From Lanz to Ortiz 


• 2 


From Ortiz to Pamplona 


- -^ 2 


Total of leagues from Bayomie 
plona 


to Pam- 

14 



THE ROAD 
Feom Pamplona to Madrid. 



From Pamplona to Vehta Vieja 
From Venta Vteja to Venta del Pibjo 
From Venta del Pioje t» Mendivil 



No. of 
Leagues. 



1 
2 

1 
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No. of 
Leagues. 

From Mendivil to Barasuaein - 1 

A river trOs^ed of 6r t bridge. 

From Barasuaem to Tafdla - 1 

From Tafalla to Venta del Morillete 3 

A river crossed over a bridge. 

Ffom Vknta del Morillete to Caparroso 1 

FroMi Caparroso to Baltierra ^ S 

The river Ebro cro^rad in a doai. 

From Baltierra to Venta de Gasttjon 1 c 

Froih Venta de Castejon to Okm^oigo. 3 - ' 
NotlarfromCintru^nigothekii^domof I . ^ 
' Nfirarr^ ends, and that of Old Caa* * 

' tilte begins- ; i .'•' . . ; n . . .. i 

Ftom Cintru^nigo to Vient^ del .Postaci]|o , 2 , , 

From Vrata del Postacillo to Agrtda 2 * 

From Agreda to Hinojosa / - .'" 3^ 

.From Hinojosa to Almenar - 2 

From Almenir to Tapueb - - ' - J 

FromTapadato'&ariaatxin' v' i ' 

J'mm.Z^arcbn to Abnarary ^ 2 < 

I^rom Almaray to Almanzan - - 2 

l^rom Almanzan to Almant^ - li 

Prom Almaotiga t^ Cobertolada • \' * - 

From CobecfeoliMia to ViUaoRiyas . , - . ^ }i ^ 

From Villasaya^toBarahon^^ ' - . .^.l? 

From Barahona to Paredes • 1| 
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No. of 
Leagues. 
From Paredesto Venta de Rio Frio 3 

From Yenta de Rio Frio to Rio Frio \ 

Here we enter New Castille. 
From Rio Frio to ReboUosa - | 

A river crossed over^a bridge. 
From Rebollosa to Jirneque - 21 

From Jimeque to Jadraque ^ - i . 

From Jadnique to Casas de Galindo I 

From Casas de Galindo to Padilla - . i ^ 

From Padilla to Hita * - I 

From Hita to Sopetran t . . . ~ ^ i 

The above river^f^SBed agftiii: i%ff fj^ney-hosA. ^t 
From Sopetran t^Heras -■ - - i. . 

From Heras to Hontanfir - . - I 

From Hontanar to Marchamalo : - . 1 
From Marchamalo to Aloera - | 

From Aloera to Azuqueca - . . * 4 

From Azaqueca to Venta de M^o - 2 
From Ve|^ de j^fegoto Alfioht de Hen^^ 1, 
Frqui Alcalfl to Mqdrid . - » -- 6 ^ 

' (» 
Total of leagues from Pamplona to M&d- ' ^ ^ 

rid ..... 60 ** 
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THE ROAD 

From Madrid to Bayonke^ througr 
BuRGOs> Bilbao^ and St. Sebastian.. 

No. of 
Leagues. 

From Madrid to Alcbvendas - - 3 

From Akovendas to San Agustin - S 

A river crossed over a bridge. 
From San Agustin to the Venta de Pedre- 

zuela - -' - Ij 

From that Venta to Cavanillas - 1 j 

From Cavaninas to La Cabrera - ' 1 

From La Cabrera^ to Lozoyuela - 1 

A sniall river waded. 

From Lotoyuela to Buytrago - - . U 

From Buytrago to Robregordo - 21 

From Robregordo to Somsierra - j 
From Somsierra to the Venta de Juanilla, 

which is the last place in New Castille 1 

From tjjat Venta to Cerecillo - 1 

From Cerecillo to Castillejo - 1 

A small river waded. ^ 

From Castillejo to Boceguillas - ' 2 

From Boceguillas to Fresnillo de Fuente i 

From Fresnillo to Carabia -> ^ 1 
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From Carabta to Honrubia 

A river crossed ov^_a brid^eb 
From Honrubia to La Pardilla - ' 

From La Pardilla to Milagros 

A river brossed over a bridge. 
From MUagros to Fuentespina 
From Fuentespina to Aranda de Duero 

A river crossed over a bridge. 
From Aranda to Gumiel de Izam 

Another river crossed over a bridge. 
From Gumiel to Bahabon 
From Bahabon to the Venta del Frayle 
From that Venta to the V^ita del Jiincioso 
From the Venta del Juncioso to Lerma 

A river crossed over a brieve. 
From Lerma to Villarmazo 
From Villarmazo to Madrigallejo 
From Madrigallejo to Cogollos . - 

From Cogollos to Sarrazin 
, From Sarrazin to Burgos 

A river crossed over a bridge. 
From Burgos to Gamon&l 
From Gamon&l to VillaFria « 

From Villafria to Rubena - *> • 

From Rubena to Quintanapalla 



No. of 
Leagues. 
2 



K 
1 



i 
i 

1 

1 
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' No.of 
Leagues^ 
From Quintanapalla to the Moaast^o de 

Rodillas - - • 1 . 

From the Mooasterio to Sailtai OUIla -^ i 

From Santa Olalla to Quintanavides - i 

From Quintanavides to Castil de Peones i 

From Castil de Peones to Prad^do • ^ i 

Frdm Pradano to Bribiesca - * - 1 

From Bribiesca to the Venta de Cameho I 

From that Venta to Cubo ^ - - £ ' 

From Cubo to Santa Maria - - x 

From Santa Maria to Paiicorvo ^ - 1 

From Pancorvo to Santa Gad6a - S 
The river Ebro crossed over a bridge caUed 

Puente de la Rad. 

From Santa 6ad6a to Bergucfuda - 1 

From Berguenda to the Venta Blanca* i 

From the Venta Blanca to Espejo - i 

A river crossed over a bric^eV 

From Espejo to the Venta del Monte i 

From the' Venta del Monte to Osma I 
From Osma to Berberana, iwhich is the last 

place in Old Castille - - i 

From Berberana to the Venta de la Pena . 1 ' ' 

From that Venta to Orduna^ the first iovm 

, in Biscay w '- - ' i 
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No. of 
Leagues. 

Not hi from Qrduna you ckmmi pv^ ^ 
brieve, the Rio At Sanoh^, by P9Py 
called Rio <b OrdHw from tbe.town by 
which it runs*. 

From Orduna to Amurrio • . - 

From Amurrio to Luyando. . . - 

Fr<mi Luyando to. Lodio 

From Lodio to Areta- 

From Areta to Miravalles 

From M iravall^ to Af rigoriaga • r 

From Arrigorii^ to the Venta Alta 

From the Venta Alta to Bilbao 

From Bilbao to Gualdacana 

from Gualdacaqa to Zomosa 

From 2^mosa to Durai^o 

From Durq^ogo t<^ S^ldin^. ^ . - 

From Saldivar to Eybar 

From Eybar to Eygobarre - - . 

VFrom Eygobarre to Maudara 

From Maudara to Zumaya 

From Zumaya to Guetaria 

A river crossed over a bridge. 

From Guetaria to Saraos or Saras 

From Saraos to Orrio 

Another river crossed in a boat. ^ 
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From Orrio to Sim Sebastian — - \ 

Frorii San Sebastkm to Inin -- - l 

A river crossed in a boat 
From Iran to Orogne, which is the first 

town in France * - - li 

From Orogne to St. Jean de Luz - 1 

From St. Jean de Luz to Bridbrs - 2 

From Bridars to Bayonne * - - 2 

• 

Total of leagues from Madrid to Bayonne 92 



END 0> VOL. II. 
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